International House of Prayer – Lake Superior
IHOP Teaching Service – Wendy Lundquist

Page 1
IHOP Teaching Service – Wendy Lundquist
The Prophetic Heart of Jesus: Song of Solomon 4:1-5
Page 5

The Prophetic Heart of Jesus: Song of Solomon 4:1-5

I. OVERVIEW

A. In chapter 2 Jesus invites the bride to the mountaintops to experience more of Him. She does not obey but tells Jesus to go without her. 

1 On my bed night after night, I sought Him whom my soul loves. I sought Him but did not find Him. (Song 3:1)
B. In chapter three she experiences his loving discipline as He withdraws His presence from her. He is not angry with her but desires a deeper relationship with her.  He disciplines us for our good that we may be partakers of His holiness. The Lord disciplines those He loves, just as a father in the son whom He delights.  

10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers in His holiness. (Heb. 12:10)
C. She continues to seek Him through her familiar spiritual disciplines but He is requiring a new level of obedience.  She is still seeking Him on her bed when He has called her to the mountaintops.  When we feel nothing, we must trust His word that if we draw close to Him, then He will draw close to us (James 4:8).  The bible also tells us to stir ourselves up in our most holy faith.

D. When she does find Him, she is determined to hold on to Him.  We need to stir ourselves up and take hold of God when He hides His face from us.  

E. There can be several reasons why God withdraws the sense of His presence from us.  It alerts us of the seriousness of our compromise, to awaken a deeper hunger in us for Jesus, or to cause us to be aware of our need of Him.

F. In the second half of chapter 3 she gains revelation of Jesus as the safe savior, the One in whom she can trust.

II. SONG 4:1-5

1 Behold, you are fair (beautiful), My love! Behold, you are fair! You have dove’s eyes behind your veil. Your hair is like a flock of goats, going down from Mount Gilead. 2 Your teeth are like a flock of shorn sheep which have come up from the washing, every one of which bears twins, and none is barren among them. 3 Your lips are like a strand of scarlet, and your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your veil are like a piece of pomegranate. 4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built for an armory, on which hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men. 5 Your two breasts are like two fawns, twins of a gazelle, which feed among the lilies. (Song 4:1-5)
A. After a season of discipline, Jesus prophetically calls forth 8 budding virtues in her while she is still maturing.  Jesus equips us in our weakness by affirmations that can overpower Satan’s accusations against us.     

B. God defines us by the cry in our spirit, not by our mistakes and failures.

C. Song 4:1-5 outlines 8 character traits that God desires to come forth in us – His bride.

Dove’s eyes:  eyes of single-minded devotion and revelation

Hair like goats: dedication to God

Teeth like shorn sheep:  ability to chew the meat of the Word.

Lips like a scarlet thread:  redemptive speech

The mouth:  intimacy with God

Temples like pomegranate:  thoughts and emotions impacted by the grace of God.

Neck like the tower of David:  setting our will to obey God

Breasts like fawns:  ability to nurture others. 

III. EYES LIKE DOVES: SPIRITUAL WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING (Song 4:1)

A. The eyes speak of spiritual insight.  Paul spoke of the eyes of our understanding in Ephesians 1:18.  Seeing is the key to growing spiritually.  When we see differently, we feel differently, we live differently.  The more we see and understand of Jesus, the more we become like Him.

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholdinig as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. (2 Cor. 3:18)
B. Dove’s eyes speak of purity and loyalty.  The Holy Spirit is pictured as a dove.  It is said that a dove never mates again when its mate dies. Dove’s eyes can not focus on two things and has no peripheral vision.  This speaks of singleness of mind instead of being double minded.  She has her eyes fixed on Him instead of failures, success or other desires.

C. Commentaries say that the veil here represents her hidden or private life with Jesus.  Because of chapter 1:7 where she says, “why should I be as one who veils herself beside the flocks of your companions”, I tend to think that also Jesus could be saying, “ even though you’re serving me at a distance, and you have fears, I see your desire for me”.  The veil possibly referring to the distance.  Until we believe, a veil remains over (the eyes of our) heart, but, when anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
14 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. (2 Cor. 3:14)
D. We need the eyes of our understanding to be opened in order to grow.

IV. HAIR LIKE GOATS

A. The hair speaks of her dedication to God.  The hair of the Nazarite was an outward sign of consecration or dedication.  Anyone who took a Nazarite vow was not allowed to cut their hair.   Hair also speaks of the beauty of submission to God.   Paul spoke of the woman’s hair as showing forth her glory and dedication to God’s authority (1 Cor 11:15).
1 Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from Mount Gilead.  (Song 4:1)

B. The maiden has a majestic and stately walk.  Her dedication is majestic or stately in manor.

29 There are three things which are stately in walk… 31 the lion, mighty among beasts, the male goat also, and a king when his army is with him.  (Prov. 30: 29-31)

C. Her stately hair or dedication is a result of being well fed on the Word of God.  It is said that Mount Gilead was a fertile area where goats were known to eat in abundance.  She was well fed on both the love of God and the Word of God.
V. TEETH:  HER LIFE IN THE WORD OF GOD

2 Your teeth are like a flock of shorn sheep which have come up from their washing, all of which bear twins and not one of them has lost her young.  (Song 4:2)

A. Teeth speak of the ability to chew the meat of the Word, or the deeper things of God.  An infant in Christ does not have the ability to receive the meat of the Word.  Paul spoke of this:
1 And I… could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it… (1 Cor 3:1-2)
B. To come up from washing means to be cleansed from dirt.  As we eat the Word of God it washes us.  In John 15:3 Jesus said, “you are already clean because of the Word I have spoken to you.”  Ephesians 5:26 talks about being cleansed by the washing of water with the Word.

C. Diligence in the Word causes us to be fruitful both in our own lives and in the lives of others.  To bare twins and not be barren speaks of fruitfulness.  By meditation and study of the Word of God we can keep our lives clean like sheep that have just come from their washing.

VI. LIPS LIKE A SCARLET THREAD

 Your lips are like a scarlet thread. (Song 4:3)

A. The lips speak of speech.  Her words being like scarlet speak of words that bring    redemption to others.  Scarlet reminds us of God’s redemption through the blood of Jesus.  Before the spies left Jericho, they told Rahab to place a scarlet ribbon in her window to receive redemption.

B. Wholesome speech is an indication of the grace of God on our lives.  Paul tells us not to let any unwholesome talk come out of our mouths, but only that which is profitable for building others up (Ephesians 4:29).  James chpt. 3 talks about the bridling of the tongue.  We need the grace of God to help us control our speech. 

C. We need to realize that our Father hears every word we speak, not just the kind ones or the ones just spoken to Him, but every word. Harsh or hateful words, course joking, etc. grieve the Holy Spirit.  

D. Our words have the power of life and death.  Reckless words pierce like a knife, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  This is an area where we really need to be careful.  The closer we draw to the Lord, the more aware we will become of how He feels about our words.

VII. MOUTH: INTIMACY WITH GOD

3 Your mouth is lovely. (Song 4:3b)

A. In Song 1:2  the mouth was introduced in the kisses of His mouth referring to intimacy.  Our communion with Jesus is lovely to Him.
B. When we give our love to Jesus, it is lovely to Him.  The Lord delights in the communion that He has with us.  Even in our immaturity, even though our love may seem weak, He declares that it is lovely to Him.
VIII. TEMPLES:  EMOTIONS IMPACTED BY THE GRACE OF GOD

3 Your temples behind your veil are like a slice of pomegranate.  (Song 4:3)

A. The Hebrew word for temples can also be translated as cheeks or countenance.  We can generally tell how someone is feeling; anger, joy, happiness, or sadness by the look on their face (cheeks) or by their countenance.  These are windows into how one is feeling.

B. Pomegranates are sweet.  Her Godly emotions were like a piece of sweet pomegranate.  They are sweet to God.

C. Pomegranates when sliced open are red.  They speak of ones sensitivity to shameful things.  Red or blushing cheeks.  This is a quality that has really been lost.  Today’s society has really desensitized us and we would do well to fight to get it back.

D. Her veil here speaks of her private life with God.  It is genuine and not just a show.

E. Meditation on the Word of God and time spent with Him will impact the way we think, impacting our emotions.  Godly thoughts will produce godly actions.

IX. NECK:  HER WILL (SONG 4:4)

4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built with elegance, on which are hung a thousand shields, all the round shields of the mighty men.  (Song 4:4)

A. In scripture the neck speaks of the will.  People were referred to as stiffed necked or submissive.  When one put his foot on the neck of a conquered enemy is symbolized their submission.

B. The bride’s will is like the heart of David who set his heart steadfast before God (Ps. 57:7).  This is in contrast to being double-minded.  She has set her will on one thing (Ps. 27:4).

C. The neck speaks of the will because it has the ability to turn the head.  God will not violate our free will.  It is very important to exercise our will to say yes to God.

D. The thousand shields represent protection against the enemy.  This also refers to the shield of faith in Ephesians 6, which is used to protect us.

E. David’s towers were probably not only strong, but effective in protecting the city of Jerusalem.  Setting our will to obey is strong in fighting against the enemy.  It is a great protection for us.  When we set our will to obey the Lord in a certain area, it helps to eliminate any other options.

F. A determined will to obey the Word of God is essential for us.  This will help us both in everyday choices and persevering for breakthrough in prayer.

X. BREASTS:  ABILITY TO NURTURE OTHERS (SONG 4:5)

5 Your two breasts are like two fawn, twins of a gazelle, which feed among the lilies.  (Song 4:5)

A. Breasts speak of nurturing others. As a mother nurtures her baby, we nurture others in giving them the milk of the Word.
B. Feeding among the lilies speaks of purity.  The Word of God purifies us.  He promises to make us ornaments of silver, equipping us for ministry. 
C. If this makes you blush, there’s still hope for you.

1. Understanding these truths and how Jesus feels about us, how He sees us in our sincerety, even though we may be weak or immature, over time will drastically change the way we view ourselves and how we live.

2. David knew how God felt toward him, even in his sin.  He would run to God instead of from Him.  He knew that God is a loving god, slow to anger and abounding in love, and quick to forgive those who come to Him in sincere repentance.  Of God, David said:  “He delivered me because He delighted in me”.  David knew how God felt about him.  John referred to himself as the one whom Jesus loved.

3. God defines us by the cry in our spirit and calls them forth.  All we have to do is want these and over time He will answer them because He will not violate our free will.  In this portion He is prophetically calling forth the cry in her heart.  This is how He defines us.

4. I think that the reason this portion of the Song moved me so much is because these are virtues that I have always longed for.  I think my obstacle was always condemnation.

5. To have these virtues come forth in us is the greatest blessing that we could ask the Lord for. To voluntarily love Him with all our heart should be the main focus of our life.  Ps. 37:4: Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.  The number one desire should be to voluntarily love Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. This will count for all eternity.

6. In chapter 2 she tells Him to go without her.  Until the cool of the day when the shadows flee away, turn my beloved…

7. In 4:5 she changes and says; until the cool of the day when the shadows flee away, I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh and the hill of frankincense.

8. Myrrh representing death to self and frankincense representing our prayers.  Notice that the myrrh is portrayed as a mountain!  I believe that the more we seek Him for these, the sooner they will become reality.

9. I think it’s her understanding of how safe He is and how He really feels about her that causes her to say “I will go”.

10. Understanding how He feels about our desire for Him equips us to go forth.  It helps us to take our focus off the desires of world and set our desire of loving and knowing Him onto a journey of becoming a reality.
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