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The Heart of Jesus: The Bridegroom Judge
I. three faces of jesus revealed in the final generation

A. The Holy Spirit will highlight three specific aspects of who Jesus is in the final generation. He will be revealed as the Majestic King, Passionate Bridegroom, and Righteous Judge.
B. There has been much confusion related to who Jesus is as a Judge. Many view Jesus the Judge as a contradiction to Jesus the Bridegroom, even within the Church. Yet, we must contend to understand and love Jesus the Bridegroom Judge. There is no contradiction in His heart, He is simultaneously both – He is the Bridegroom and the Judge. In other words, Jesus the Bridegroom and Jesus the Judge are the same person at the same time. He does not set the Bridegroom passion aside so He can be Judge, nor are there two different Jesus’.
1. Jesus is the Bridegroom: He burns with passion for His bride. He has great affection and passion for her. He is the Bridegroom, He’s not just like a Bridegroom (Jn. 3:29; Eph. 5:22-32; Rev. 19:7-9; 22:17; Hos. 2:7,16, 19-20; Jer. 3:14; Prov. 6:34).

29He who has the bride is the Bridegroom. (Jn. 3:29)

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 … I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Eph. 5:31-32)
2. Jesus is the Judge: Because He is the Bridegroom, He will, as a judge, remove everything that hinders love between Him and His bride, both enemies from within us and ultimately enemies from outside us – He will remove every work of darkness: within and without. Why? His heart burns for a bride who fully desires Him. We were created for Him. Jesus is a Judge because He is the Bridegroom, and His judgments flow from the burning heart of the Bridegroom.
24 Father, I desire that they… be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me… (Jn. 17:24)
C. Jesus will reveal His delight in voluntary love and righteousness as He labors to remove wickedness from the earth and vindicate His bride, the object of His full affection.
14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness has seized the hypocrites: “Who among us shall dwell with devouring fire? Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?” 15 He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly…17 Your eyes shall see the King in His beauty… (Isa. 33:14-17)

D. The righteous and the wicked will both feel His passion and His zeal. The righteous will experience all the passion of the Bridegroom burning toward them. The wicked will experience all the passion of the Bridegroom burning against them.

34 Jealous is a husband’s fury. (Prov. 6:34)

1. As unbelievers, the Bridegroom Judge is the most offensive and terrifying reality. The passions in the heart of this Man will affect every person who has ever lived. This is the reality of the lake of fire (Prov. 6:34) – the fury of the Bridegroom.
9 You will be hated by all for My name’s sake. (Mt. 24:9)
2. As believers, the Bridegroom Judge brings courage to our hearts to run the race with steadiness and endurance, knowing that we can persevere because He will finish what He has began in us – one day we will be fully His with no hindrances.

3 I am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine. (Song 6:3)
II. the heart of the bridegroom judge: removing all that hinders love
A. The face of “Jesus the Bridegroom Judge” should both terrify us and cause burning love to rise up in our hearts. He is beautiful and terrifying. If it were not for “Jesus the Judge”, His claims to be the Bridegroom would be weak and shallow. He is committed to the objects of His affection. Because He is a Bridegroom, He is a Judge.
B. Many today are shy to speak of Jesus the Bridegroom Judge, but we are missing out on a critical reality of the God who fights for us. This revelation of Jesus will not only put a fear of Him in us, it will also cause a courageous love to come forth. The God who takes passionate delight in us will contend for us until we are fully mature and fully His.

C. Jesus wants all of us. He desires every aspect of our lives to be moving with desire for Him. He will not share us with another. Jesus gave a 4-fold description of the arenas of love in which He desires for us to be burning with love for Him: heart (affections), soul (personality), mind (thoughts), and strength (resources). He desires us to be entirely His because He has given Himself to us entirely. He desires us to love Him in this way because this is the same measure that He gives Himself to us (1 Jn. 4:19). Imagine this reality: God gives us every ounce of His heart, soul, mind and strength in burning love for us.
30 “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” This is the first commandment. (Mk. 12:30)
19 We love Him because He first loved us. (1 Jn. 4:19)
D. He will contend for us until He has fashioned our hearts to bring forth voluntary passionate love at the deepest levels possible, yet He will not violate anyone’s free will. He will have a fully mature, spotless bride at the end of the age who is wholly given to Him in the deepest places of their hearts. We will love Jesus more than anything else, even our very lives (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 12:11; 15:2)
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11)

E. Even now Jesus desires to split the sky, vindicate His bride, drive wickedness off the planet, and establish His kingdom from Jerusalem, yet He has great restraint, laboring to bring forth love at the deepest possible levels in His bride as He allows testing, our choices, and His grace to interact to bring forth passionate, faithful love before He returns. He will have a bride in full agreement with His plans (the Book of Revelation) before He returns and helping Him usher in His kingdom (much like Moses did before Pharaoh through prayer). Jesus will not orchestrate His Second Coming alone.
14 I have held my peace a long time, I have been still and restrained Myself. Now I will cry like a woman in labor, I will pant and gasp at once. (Isa. 42:14)

17 The Spirit and the Bride say (intercession), “Come!” (Rev. 22:17)
III. Jesus: the one who contends for all of our love

10 I am my Beloved’s, and His desire is toward me. (Song 7:10)

37 You shall (prophecy) love the LORD your God with all your heart…soul…and mind. (Mt. 22:37)
A. We are a major part of Jesus’ inheritance. The Father promised Him a bride who would love Him with all of her being. Jesus is passionate about receiving His inheritance. He will have a people whom He fully possesses in love. Nothing will discourage or stop Him from receiving His inheritance.
8 Ask of Me (Father) and I will give You (Jesus) the nations for Your inheritance. (Ps. 2:8)
B. Jesus is the One who fought for us unto death, that we would have a means to “be with Him where He is” forever, and then contends with our decisions and choices to shake us out of our “sleepiness” and awaken us to wholehearted voluntary love (Jn. 17:21-26; Prov. 6:34; Jas. 5:7-11; 1 Pt. 1:17-19; 2:21-24; Gal. 5:16-17)
16 I say then, walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts (wars) against the Spirit, and the (indwelling) Spirit (wars) against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another; so that you do not do the things that you wish. (Gal. 5:16-17)
C. Jesus loves us in our weakness, but He will not keep us there. He is after transformation as the deepest level in every aspect of our lives. He doesn’t just want us to be “puppets” acting out His commands. He desires and equally yoked partner who voluntarily chooses the things He desires.

2 The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 3 Your people shall be volunteers in the day of Your power… (Ps. 110:2-3)
D. After we are raptured during Jesus’ Second Coming procession as He returns to the earth, we will stand before Him in worship declaring that His judgments in the book of Revelation are good! Jesus is not embarrassed of His judgments (even the ones in Revelation) and we will not be either. He boldly stands beside them, and we will stand with Him in full agreement, love and adoration of the One who will do this.
2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have victory over the beast… 3 They sing…saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works… Just and true are Your ways (Book of Revelation)… 4… For Your judgments have been manifested.” (Rev. 15:2-4)
E. He loves us too much to allow us to come short of being the glorious bride of Christ. The “x-factor” is that He will not violate the dignity of our free will to choose. We must respond to His grace by choosing Him. He will not force Himself upon us. The nature of love is that it must be voluntary, yet He will use every means possible to bring forth the choice of voluntary love in the objects of His affection. In other words: as the Bridegroom Judge, He will contend with all of our decisions not in agreement with Him until we are fully in voluntary desire and agreement with Him.
5 For their mother (Israel) has played the harlot… 6 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up your way with thorns, and wall her in, so that she cannot find her paths. 7 She will chase her lovers, but not overtake them; yes, she will seek them, but will not find them. Then she will say, “I will go and return to my first husband”… 16 “It shall be in that day…that you will call Me ‘My Husband,’ and no longer call Me ‘My Master.’” (Hos. 2:5-7, 16)
IV. Jesus: the one who contends against our enemies

4 For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come. (Isa. 63:4)
A. Jesus – Bridegroom, King and Judge – will return to the earth for a pure spotless bride. He will vindicate her from her enemies and persecutors, drive wickedness off the planet, and set up His kingdom from Jerusalem (Heb. 10:30-31; Isa. 63:4)
B. There is a coming “day of vengeance” where Jesus will shift history as He returns to the earth and removes wickedness from the earth. There is a coming transition when the earth which is currently ruled under the power of darkness will be taken over by Jesus, and He will rule the earth in righteousness, justice, and peace. All the enemies of Jesus will be removed from the earth and it will again become a dwelling place for God and man together: face to face.

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” (Rev. 11:15)
C. The book of Revelation serves us as a prayer manual as it continually points towards the long-awaited “great reversal” of Daniel 7 where the kingdoms of the earth are given over to the saints. We become the new leaders of the earth and replace the wicked leaders in the Antichrist’s government. Jesus will make every wrong right. He will bring justice on every level.
25 He (Antichrist) shall persecute the saints of the Most High…for a time and times and half a time (3 ½ years)… 26 But the court shall be seated, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it forever. 27 Then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole of heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him. (Dan. 7:25-27)

7 And shall God not avenge (bring about justice for; NAS) His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Song of man comes, will He find faith on the earth? (Lk. 18:7-8)
D. It’s a terrifying reality is to meet the Bridegroom in all of His fury as an enemy on His wedding day.

4 We ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which also you suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction… 10 when He comes in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all…who believe. (2 Thes. 1:4-10)
E. In Jesus’ last public message, He likened the Kingdom of God to a King who was preparing a wedding for His Son. Christianity is about a Man, a Bridegroom. It’s about a wedding to come. We were created to be an eternal companion for the Son of God. We are here for love, and it is all about love.
2 The kingdom of heaven is like a certain King who arranged a marriage for His Son. (Mt. 22:2)
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