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The Cross – The Relentless Pursuit of the Bridegroom 
I. the problem with forgiveness
A. In modern day theology there is little room for the Cross.  Many see the need for atonement outdated and a bit barbaric. In today’s culture many people see no need for atonement and think that God can simply forgive us as we forgive others.  Many people see Lawlessness as an ancient concept.  Atonement is put aside for the idea of liberation of an oppressed inner humanity.  What the Bible declares as sin and lawlessness, the modern person views as liberation.
B. Regardless of mans attempt to replace the orthodox view of God, the bible testifies that the separation of God and man is more serious than just an enlightenment issue.  The solution to humanity’s lack of God will not come by getting in touch with some inner spiritual force.  The heart of the problem is there was a breach that has occurred between God and all of humanity.  The issue is not that humanity has difficulty finding God and finding how we are to relate with Him; the issue is that humanity has rebelled against God and hates His ways.  So, there is a divine collision between the sinfulness of humanity and the perfection of God’s holy love.  They are not compatible!
C. Before we can fully begin to understand the greatness of salvation that was giving to us at the Cross, we must first understand who and what we were saved from.  If the Cross is to ever produce gratitude and deep love for Jesus, we must first understand the gravity of sin.  The crucifixion of Christ was the crowning sin of our race, and the means by which we are saved shows our great depravity.  The Crucifixion truly displace the heart of man, the greatness of God, and the means necessary to acquit a guilty race and once again re-unite us with God.  
1. Archbishop Anselm stated that if anybody imagines that God can simply forgive us as we forgive others, they have not yet considered two realities: “the seriousness of sin”, and “the majesty of God.”  Humans, through willful disobedience of and rebellion against their Creator, have highly offended God’s honor.
D. The holiness/wrath of God and the love/mercy of God:  that God is holy is foundational to biblical religion, and so is that sin incompatible with His holiness.  His eyes are too pure to look at evil and He cannot tolerate wrong (Isaiah 59:2, Habakkuk 1:13).  Therefore, we are effectively separated from God do to our sin.  So the problem with our sin, it separates us from God and because of how holy and righteous God is, He must break out in wrath against it. God is provoked by, burns with righteous indignation over, and breaks out against sin.  God’s holy justice has to be satisfied. Sin in His economy has to be accounted for.  He was willing to strike His own son because of mans sin.
1. The fact that God breaks out against sin is glorious.  He is committed to forever removing sin from human beings so that humans would not suffer the same fate as Satan and His demons. 
II. god’s self substitution
A. God, because of His mercy willed to forgive sinful men, and, being truly merciful, willed to forgive them righteously, that is, without in any way condoning their sin, purposed to direct against His own very self in the person of His Son the full weight of that righteous wrath which they deserved.(1 Corinthians 5:7, Galatians 1:3-4, Ephesians 5:2-3, Hebrews 9:11-15, 24-27, 10:8-15)

B. Foreshadowed in the sacrificial system in the Old Testament

1. Two basic and complementary notions of sacrifice [were shown] in God’s Old Testament revelation.  The first expressed the sense human beings have of belonging to God by right, and the second their sense of alienation from God because of their sin and guilt.  Characteristics of the first were the peace or fellowship offering which was often associated with thanksgiving (Leviticus 7:12) the burnt offering and the ritual of the three annual harvest festivals (Exodus 23:14-17).  Characteristics of the second were the sin offering and the guilt offering, in which the need for atonement was clearly acknowledged.

2. The sacrificial system pointed to the two realities of the holiness and the love of God.  Jesus satisfied the requirements of both sacrifices on the Cross.  Not only did He die as a guilt offering/sin offering, He died as an offering to bring us into fellowship with God.
3. In the Old Testament ritual of animal sacrifice, the worshiper brought the offering, laid hands on it (signifying that the animal took the worshiper’s place), and killed it.  Then the priest applied the blood, burned some flesh and consumed the rest of the animal.
Atonement in the Old Testament came through the spilling of blood.  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for your soul.”(Leviticus 17:11)

C. Christ is the Sin-Bearer.  Christ, in His body, bore the punishment for our sin. (Isaiah 53) When we are united to Christ a mysterious exchange takes place: He took our curse, so that we may receive His blessings; He became sin with our sin, so that we may become righteous with His righteousness.
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.  To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. (Hebrews 9:28)

Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness-by whose stripes you were healed.  For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:24-25)
D. God was in Christ: God Himself was our substitute for sin

1. Our substitute who took our place and died our death on the cross, was neither Christ alone (since that would make Him a third party thrust in between God and us), nor God alone (since that would undermine the historical incarnation), but God in Christ, who was truly and fully both God and man, and who on that account was uniquely qualified to represent both God and man to mediate between them.

2. “There is no-one…who can make this satisfaction except God Himself…But no-one ought to make it except man; otherwise man does not make satisfaction.”  Therefore, “it is necessary that one who is God-man should make it.  (2 Corinthians 5:18-21, Colossians 1:19-21, Acts 20:28)
3. For the essence of Sin is man substituting himself for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting Himself for man.  Man asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be; God sacrifices Himself for man and puts Himself where only man deserves to be.  Man claims prerogatives which belong to God alone; God accepts penalties which belong to man alone.
III. THe cross- His plan from the very beginning 

A. Even from the beginning of time God had His plan laid out for redemption.  The Cross was not His second choice, it was His plan from the very beginning of time, and we see glimpses of this threw Adam, and Jesus is often called the “Second Adam”.

B. Genesis 2:1-25

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.  Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.  And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of man.”  Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Genesis 2:21-24)
1. From the beginning, God foreshadowed the glorious day to come when the second Adam (Jesus) would be put to sleep and a beautiful bride would come forth out of His side.
2. The formation of man was not like the heavens- it came through a simple creative word.  The very hand of the Word Himself worked this masterpiece, and His very breath ushered in a living soul.  The very breath and life-force of God fashioned and formed the heart of man.  God left His indelible mark upon Adam, His holy breath filling a treasured soul.

3. From the beginning, God defined reality for man in this garden.  God desired a companion for Adam.  This was not an alternative plan to a debunked system.  This was the clarifying of reality for man and was the prophetic foreshadowing of the nature of things for the second Adam to come.  Just as God desired to create in His image and join humanity unto Himself in the person of His Son, so God desired that the first Adam be joined to a companion.
4. God used loneliness to cultivate something in the heart of Adam.  God created longing in his heart and made Adam endure a rigorous process of recognizing his lacking.  Loneliness became the birthplace for longing and desire.  Loneliness presupposes desire and longing.  Without loneliness, longing for something else is impossible.  Adam bore the weight of naming all that is created, while his heart was noticing that something was missing and also that something was being kindled.  Desire for a companion was growing.  God was setting forth the ultimate object lesson for Adam to understand something of himself.  He was a creature of desire and intimacy, made in the image of His Creator.  The longing in God’s heart for communion is stamped on the very nature on human beings.
5. This was the design of God: to create a longing and passion in the heart of man.  Man, like no other creature, was designed to feel the longing of love, the relentless pursuit of the heart for another person.  Humanity would share in the experience of God with the longing of love.

6. The foreshadowing of the Cross of Christ:  the Bride of both the first and second Adam would come forth through the suffering love of the Groom.  The wise God established the story of His Son and His Bride from the very first.  Adam longed for a companion.  In His longing, the Heavenly Father satisfied his heart, first putting him to sleep.  From Adam’s broken side, God fashioned a beautiful spouse for His beautiful son and brought her to Adam.  It is the story of the ages.  The wedding of the ages is set forth from the very beginning in the very DNA of humanity.

7. This a picture of the divine love betrothal God has planned for His Son.  It will take a supernatural intervention of God to pull off this wedding.  The Son yearns for a companion, the Father puts Him to sleep and forms her from the Son’s wounded side, and the Spirit brings forth the Beautiful Bride to the Son with great joy. God would structure all of society around this reality of a man and woman longing to be joined together, in order to show us the greatest longing of all: the human’s heart yearning to be joined to its Maker and King.
IV. Veiwing the Cross through a bridal paradigm
A. The Cross was more than a legal acquittal.  It was more than a penal substitution.  The Cross was a glorious event, evidence of the extravagant heart of a lovely Groom who was willing to fight for the Bride promised to Him by His Father.  Before the beginning of time the Father promised His son a companion: a wife equally yoked in light and love, adorned with the virtue of Deity Himself.  This Bride would share the very affections of the Godhead.  She would be clothed with holiness and adorned with the fiery passions of a lovesick worshiper.  She would love the Father like the Son loves the Father.

B. Two themes of literature arrest the human heart and awaken stirrings of love.  The human heart yearns for the return of true love.  The heart craves and thirsts to find the place of intimacy lost in the garden long ago.

1. The first theme is that of a king who loves his people, humbles himself and fights for the people’s freedom.  We love a king who will not sell out His people for wealth and power, but who will humbly serve and fight for his people even unto death.

2. The second theme is that of a husband who will fight for the heart, honor and nobility of his bride even unto the point of death.  Jesus restores His brides dignity to her.  This is what your King is like! Many times we push Him away, but His statement at the Cross is “You’re the one I want! You’re the object of my affection!” There is something about a husband who speaks forth of his wife not what she is, but what she shall be! (Romans 4:17)
C. Revelation 19:1-9 The Wedding Supper of the Lamb

1. In order to fully understand the Cross, we must first understand the final product of redemption, we must understand where this is going.  The final product of redemption finds itself in a hallelujah chorus, a wedding feast and a purified bride, a queen dressed in white brought forth.  The work of the Cross is consummated at the marriage supper of the Lamb.

2. At the end of the day, will not mainly be identified as acquitted, but rather the redeemed shall be presented as the wife of the Lamb.  The once unfaithful prostitute will have become the Lambs wife. In the end you and I will be established in an identity that we cannot even fathom.
3. This wedding was in the heart of God from the very beginning, its blueprints were laid out from the very foundations of the earth.  It’s the reason He formed atonement the way He did.  It’s the reason He determined the shedding of blood to be the method of sacrifice for sins.  It’s the reason He would demonstrate such depths of sacrificial love to win over His Bride.  God the Father is moving all things toward this wedding,  toward giving His Son a companion who is equally yoked to Him.  The Son, in His death and resurrection, secured that which the Father had promised, and the Spirit now fills His Bride and brings them into completion.

V. Unrelenting love of the bridegroom
A. The book of Hosea, is a prime example of God showing us how He feels for us and the depths He will go to have us equally yoked to Him. 
1. Prophets bear the burden of God’s heart concerning His people.  The Cross is the outworking of what God spoke to the prophet Hosea long before.  “Go again and love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, just like the love of the Lord for the children of Israel, who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans” (Hosea 3:1).  Hosea had married the prostitute Gomer.  Gomer continued to chase other lovers, committing adultery, and finally ended up as another man’s love slave.  And for the same price that as Judas’ betrayal fee, Hosea bought her back.  The Cross is the great “Go Again” of God.  It is the refusal to give up the object of its affection.  How far will love go? How far will it go to pursue the object of its affection?  I tell you, Love bears all things, hopes all things believes all things, Love never gives up, never gives in, and in the fullness of time Love takes on flesh!  Love will go as far as it takes, where arms are stretched, joints are torn and blood is spilling to the ground, with faint whispers reaching toward heaven, saying “Father forgive them for they know not what they do”  (Luke 23:34)
B. We are the object of His affections, we are what He desires.  He longs for a companion.  We see this in John 17, in the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus just before He went to the Cross.  We are the one creatures made by God for God, created to be an eternal companion and co-heir with Christ forever.  Beloved, Jesus is a human even now.  He joined Himself to us forever for to us.  The Father and Son are in agreement on this.  The Father longs to give His Son a Bride, and the Son longs for an eternal companion who will be with Him where He is, in full partnership with Him and forever adorned with His beauty.

C. The Book of Revelation unveils Christ’s holy desire to restore all things to the created purpose.  We were created to love God with all our being and we will love Him fully.  The Bride is the focal point of His affections.  In Revelation, we see Jesus’ leadership bring the Church, His Bride, to wholehearted love and purity at the deepest levels possible while removing iniquity and judging sin. (Revelation 1:4-6, 22:17)

VI. The Cross the Fitting Price of Love

A. Who made up the rules for atonement?  Have you ever wondered who decided that blood must be shed for atonement?  Is there some book in heaven about atonement that God had to Consult with?  Some seem to imagine the Fall of Man caught God by surprise.  Oh, no, they fell!  Somebody get the atonement book.  God needs to know what to do next.”  Perhaps the seraphim found the rule book on redemption in some niche of Heaven and brought it to the Father, telling Him, “it seems to say in this book that only by the shedding of blood can atonement be made.”  Others don’t ask the question at all, but think that the whole concept of sacrifice seems a little bit strange, even slightly barbaric.
B. The atoning sacrifice is neither a dictate forced upon God nor a strange, archaic approach to the salvation of humanity.  In fact, it is essential that we understand that there is no standard outside of God by which God must conform.  God is the standard.  Atonement came through sacrifice because God set it up the system that way in order to show us two dramatic points.

C. First, sin is costly.  The sacrificial system reminds us of the high-priced nature of our sin.  Atonement can only be made by the costly spilling of blood.  Sin is not casual.  Sin is costly and has separated the entire human race with intimate communion with God.  The sacrificial system remind us that the “wages of sin is death!”  Our sin cost Jesus much.

D. Second, God desired to display the depths of His suffering, tenacious love.  How far will God go for love?  God established atonement this way because of the depths of love within His own heart.  His love makes Him willing to poor Himself out, even to the point of self surrender and self-sacrifice.  He not only made provision for atonement, but He designed it so that it displays both the greatness of his love and the tenacity of His heart in fulfilling it.  He says “with all that I am, and all that I have I honor you!”
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