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The Necessity of Perseverance
I. introduction

A. I am convinced that the most difficult occupation in history for the people of God is that of prayer. Many would choose another, yet here we are. What could be more difficult than continually stirring up our hearts to encounter the invisible and transcendent God?
B. Every possible obstacle works against a lifestyle of prayer. When we add the corporate dimension to prayer, we add numerous more obstacles as we continually interact with weak people. Therefore, when those who do not know or fully understand what we do here are quick to dismiss this vocation as a lifestyle of comfort and ease, I am convinced that they do not truly pray nor do they understand the nature and necessity of prayer and intercession.

C. The fruits of what we do are eternal and the impacts are beyond imagination. From this small room we can shake the nations. We go to the nations every time we gather in this room, fighting to see a change in the spiritual atmosphere (breakthrough) which leads to greater fruitful labor.
9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. (Col. 1:9-10)
D. We want to learn to grow in prayer together. The journey is difficult, exhilarating, and tiring. The rewards are beyond imagination. Let us press on together to lay hold of a true spirit of prayer and supplication, unto the Second Coming of Jesus.
1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is from brethren to dwell together (as a “house of prayer”) in unity… 3… for there the LORD commanded the blessing – life forevermore! (Ps. 133)
II. corporate vision: pursuing the true spirit of prayer

10 And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication… (Zech. 12:10)

A. A true spirit of prayer is vastly different from an “enjoyable” prayer set where God touches our heart. Operating in a spirit of prayer could be enjoyable, but enjoyment and energy in prayer is not the spirit of prayer. We need to posture our hearts rightly for what we are pursuing.

18 Where there is no vision (prophetic revelation), the people perish (cast of restraint). (Prov. 29:18)

B. The spirit of prayer is the most powerful reality related to shifting history that is available to the Church, yet few are even in somewhat of a pursuit of it. With a spirit of prayer, angels and demons move. Human history can (and will be) shifted and orchestrated through prayer. Daniel operated in a spirit of prayer as nations were shifted in response to his prayers. Daniel sustained faithfulness in prayer for decades from when he was captive in Babylon at age 15.
12 Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand… your words were heard; and I have come because of your words. (Dan. 10:12)
C. Faithfulness isn’t the same thing as a spirit of prayer. Faithfulness is part of the path to a spirit of prayer.
D. We must be clear about what we are after at IHOP. We are pursuing a spirit of prayer where we enter into deep partnership with God to birth the desires of His heart on the earth. This calling is one that is not easily or lightly entered into.
14 Many are called (invited to partner with Jesus in establishing His kingdom on the earth), but few are chosen (counted worthy to partner with Him). (Mt. 22:14)
III. growing in the calling to night and day prayer is a lifelong journey
A. As “Anna’s,” we need to develop a mindset that looks at the journey with a long-term perspective. Feeling hunger, desire, and longing to spend our lives ministering before the Lord is only the beginning. The Holy Spirit stirring our hearts to live a lifestyle in context to a house of prayer is the on-ramp. The emotion you feel today will not endure through every season of life. In our journey we will ebb and flow out of “feelings.” We cannot base our commitment on how we “feel.”
B. There is a need to be strengthened and encouraged in staying faithful to this call. The goal is to sustain a lifelong commitment to fulfill your call to minister to the Lord in the place of prayer and worship in the context of a wholehearted fasted lifestyle. Daniel sustained this calling for his whole life (from age 15 into his 80’s) in the midst of one of the most wicked nations on earth. This is the lifestyle context in which Daniel received his revelations. Daniel had a dynamic prayer life. 
10 … And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times… and prayed and gave thanks…as was  his custom since early days. (Dan. 6:10)
C. In Psalm 27:4, one of our centerpiece verses related to night and day prayer, David declared that the primary occupation of his heart was to seek God’s beauty. The highest goal in David’s life was to know God and to be in God’s house with 4,000 musicians and 288 singers worshipping God (1 Chr. 23:5;25:7)

4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His temple. (Ps. 27:4) 

1. The phrase, “all the days of my life,” is significant as it includes David’s teenage years when he sang love songs to God without any audience. David sought the knowledge of God in his youth. He sought God’s beauty during his 20’s as jealous King Saul chased him throughout all of Judah to kill him; in his 30’s when he was king in Hebron; and in his later years from his 40’s until he died at age 70 as king over all Israel.

2. Whether in a season of victory or testing, whether in a time of exhilaration or depression, the primary thing David set his heart on was God’s beauty. David described it as, “the one thing he desired and sought.” It was the goal and focus of his life. He exerted energy and invested time in this. David was on a life-long treasure hunt to discover the beauty of God.
3. An aspect of Psalm 27 is about engaging in a life-long journey of prayer. At the end of Psalm 27, David speaks of the need for our hearts to be strengthened, energized, and encouraged by God as we seek to be diligent in pursuing God’s beauty.
14 Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart… (Ps. 27:14)
IV. three main hindrances to maintaining faithfulness in the place of prayer
A. The first hindrance is condemnation resulting from sin or weakness.

1. We all have those one or two things that seem to be part of our assignment to wrestle with and overcome. In the process, we may sometimes fall. When we sin, even after we have repented and received forgiveness, the enemy still wants to use it against us in the place of prayer. Satan will use a constant barrage of lies to discourage us and undermine our confidence.

2. It’s important in these times to focus on the truth of the Word and to get back up, ‘push delete,’ and keep showing up, moving forward. One of the strongest statements an ‘Anna’ can make in the face of the accuser is to stand before God with a humble, repentant, yet bold and confident spirit with a voice lifted again in prayer, worship and intercession. If we keep showing up, we can’t fail.
16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:16)
B. The second hindrance is “busyness”.
1. Once we set our heart to this journey, we may be surprised at how many distractions and voices arise to call us away to other things; some good, some bad.
2. Like Mary, we must choose and contend for “the necessary portion.” Jesus said that that portion would not be taken from her. Part of the reason for this is because she contended for it. We must guard against sacrificing the excellent for the good in exchanging the place of prayer for “being busy”, even with good things.
C. The third hindrance is the “season in the wilderness.”

1. There will be seasons when we feel nothing and see nothing; when we will wonder if our prayers are making a difference. In these seasons we can find ourselves feeling bored, un-fascinated and wondering if we are really called to this “Anna” ministry. In these seasons we may find the enemy tempting us more strongly and our flesh wanting to give in more easily. There are three things that can help in these times:
a) Continue to pray the Word. It is alive, active, and true whether we feel it or not. If we pray it wholeheartedly, its truth will eventually stir our spirit to life and passion again. Speak the passages of the Father’s love over your heart and let the affections of Jesus and the revelation of the Word give you encouragement.

b) Remember your testimony. Many Psalms record the testimonies of God’s delivering power in Israel’s journey. These were written to remind Israel and us of God’s past faithfulness as an encouragement that He will be faithful to us today. Remind yourself of your calling and the promises Jesus has made to you. Bring to mind the past experiences of God’s faithfulness to you and continue to press in.

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11)
c) Remember that you are being trained in the discipline of the Lord. One of the ways we learn discipline is through suffering in the barren and wilderness seasons. Not only do such seasons teach us faith, patience and perseverance, but they also teach us to identify with Jesus. If Jesus experienced such things we shouldn’t be surprised when we face them.
7 In the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. (Heb. 5:7-8)

10 That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. (Phil. 3:10)
2. Let us keep our charge, continuing in prayer even in the barren, wilderness places, like the persistent widow in Luke 18:1-8. We don’t know which prayer will be the last to turn a situation or fill the bowl. Let us be found watching and waiting with zeal and faithfulness because of the weight of eternal glory laid up for us.
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