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The Necessity of Perseverance Part 2
I. review from last session
A. I am convinced that the most difficult occupation in history for the people of God is that of prayer. Many would choose another, yet here we are. What could be more difficult than continually stirring up our hearts to encounter the invisible and transcendent God? Every possible obstacle works against a lifestyle of prayer. The corporate dimension adds many more obstacles as we interact with weak people. Yet, from this small room we can shake the nations as we fight to see a change in the spiritual atmosphere.

B. Our corporate vision is to enter into an authentic spirit of prayer. We must posture our hearts rightly for the journey of which we are pursuing (Prov. 29:18). The spirit of prayer is the most powerful reality related to shifting cities, nations and history that is available to the human race. It is partnership with God on one of the most extreme levels. Few are actually in pursuit of a spirit of prayer. This calling is one that is not lightly or easily entered into.
14 Many are called (invited to partner with Jesus in establishing His kingdom on the earth), but few are chosen (counted worthy to partner with Him). (Mt. 22:14)
C. Growing in the calling of night and day prayer is a lifelong journey. Feeling hunger, desire, and longing to spend our lives ministering before the Lord is only the beginning. We have a need to be strengthened and encouraged in staying faithful to this call. The goal is to sustain a lifelong commitment to fulfill your call to minister to the Lord in the place of prayer and worship in context to a wholehearted fasted lifestyle.

14 Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart… (Ps. 27:14)
II. three main hindrances to maintaining faithfulness in the place of prayer
A. The first hindrance is condemnation resulting from sin or weakness.

1. We all have those one or two things that seem to be part of our assignment to wrestle with and overcome. In the process, we may sometimes fall. When we sin, even after we have repented and received forgiveness, the enemy still wants to use it against us in the place of prayer. Satan will use a constant barrage of lies to discourage us and undermine our confidence.

2. It’s important in these times to focus on the truth of the Word and to get back up, ‘push delete,’ and keep showing up, moving forward. One of the strongest statements an ‘Anna’ can make in the face of the accuser is to stand before God with a humble, repentant, yet bold and confident spirit with a voice lifted again in prayer, worship and intercession. If we keep showing up, we can’t fail.
16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb. 4:16)
B. The second hindrance is “busyness”.
1. Once we set our heart to this journey, we may be surprised at how many distractions and voices arise to call us away to other things; some good, some bad. Like Mary, we must choose and contend for “the necessary portion.” Jesus said that that portion would not be taken from her. Part of the reason for this is because she contended for it. We must guard against sacrificing the excellent for the good in exchanging the place of prayer for “being busy”, even with good things.
C. The third hindrance is the “season in the wilderness.”

1. There will be seasons when we feel nothing and see nothing; when we will wonder if our prayers are making a difference. In these seasons we can find ourselves feeling bored, un-fascinated and wondering if we are really called to this “Anna” ministry. In these seasons we may find the enemy tempting us more strongly and our flesh wanting to give in more easily. There are three things that can help in these times:
a) Continue to pray the Word. It is alive, active, and true whether we feel it or not. If we pray it wholeheartedly, its truth will eventually stir our spirit to life and passion again. Speak the passages of the Father’s love over your heart and let the affections of Jesus and the revelation of the Word give you encouragement.

b) Remember your testimony. Many Psalms record the testimonies of God’s delivering power in Israel’s journey. These were written to remind Israel and us of God’s past faithfulness as an encouragement that He will be faithful to us today. Remind yourself of your calling and the promises Jesus has made to you. Bring to mind the past experiences of God’s faithfulness to you and continue to press in.

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11)
c) Remember that you are being trained in the discipline of the Lord. One of the ways we learn discipline is through suffering in the barren and wilderness seasons. Not only do such seasons teach us faith, patience and perseverance, but they also teach us to identify with Jesus. If Jesus experienced such things we shouldn’t be surprised when we face them.
7 In the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. (Heb. 5:7-8)

10 That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. (Phil. 3:10)
2. Let us keep our charge, continuing in prayer even in the barren, wilderness places, like the persistent widow in Luke 18:1-8. We don’t know which prayer will be the last to turn a situation or fill the bowl. Let us be found watching and waiting with zeal and faithfulness because of the weight of eternal glory laid up for us.
1 Then He spoke a parable…that men always ought to pray and not lose heart (perseverance), 2 saying:  “There was a…judge who did not fear God… 3 There was a widow…and she came to him, saying, “Get justice for me from my adversary.” 7 And shall not God avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth? (Lk. 18:1-8)
IHOP – Lake Superior

www.IHOPLS.com
IHOP – Lake Superior

www.IHOPLS.com

