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Corporate Intercessory Worship
I. what is CORPORATE INTECESSORY WORSHIP?
A. Corporate intercessory worship is the most powerful weapon in both time and eternity. It is the primary means by which God releases His government. It’s prayer meetings led by worship teams. Worship is joined with the cry for God’s intervention. History will be shifted forever by corporate worship with an intercessory spirit on it. The governments of the earth will be removed and set in place by corporate intercessory worship.
1 Sing to the LORD a new song… 5 Let the saints be joyful in glory; let them sing aloud… 6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, 7 to execute vengeance on the nations, and punishment on the peoples; 8 to bind their kings…and their nobles… 9 to execute on them the written judgment – This honor have all His saints. Praise the LORD! (Ps. 149)

10 Sing to the LORD a new song, and His praise from the ends of the earth… 13 The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war (Second Coming in response to worship and intercession all across the earth)…He shall prevail against His enemies. (Isa. 42:10-13)

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become (tearing down kings and raising up a King) the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” (Rev. 11:15)

20 Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His. 21 And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings… (Dan. 2:20-21)
1. Corporate – Unity, group. God is fiercely committed to unity. (removing our self-preferences with the human dimension) We need each other. Individual is powerful, but not the highest.

2. Intercessory (Intercession) – Ezekiel 22:30 Standing in the gap, building a wall of intercession. Crying out for breakthrough, justice, ect. (Intercessors who do intercession and don’t just have the badge of an intercessor) The Lord is searching for the intercessors in the land.

30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found none. (Ezek. 22:30)

3. Worship – Musical dimension, worship teams (even one person). Music must be a part of our intercessory prayer meetings.
a) Worship is going on 24/7 around the throne of God (Revelation 4-5). God could have set up His throne room any way He wanted, which makes whatever He puts around His throne extremely important. God chose to place non-stop worship and intercession around His throne. 

8…each having a harp (instrument), and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. (Rev. 5:8)

b) Elisha was asked to prophesy to the king. He asked for a musician and then he could prophesy. (2 Kings 3:15)

15 But now bring me a musician. Then it happened, when a musician played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him (prophecy)… (2 Kings 3:15)

c) Corporate intercessory worship opens windows of blessing larger if it’s in place. Windows of blessing close if it is not in place. When God is bringing judgment to a nation, He is looking for a wall of intercessors standing before the Lord. If He sees the wall of intercession in place, judgment is minimized or stopped, if not, judgment comes. Zephaniah said that if we will seek the Lord, it could be that we will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger. It is speaking of geographical regions being protected during the Lord’s judgments, just like Goshen (Exodus 8)

3 Seek the Lord…It may be that you will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger. (Zeph. 2:3)

B. Intercessory Prayer Meetings (the house of prayer) are the governmental center of the Kingdom of God. Jesus related the breaking in of justice in the earth directly to night and day prayer.

7 And shall God not avenge (give justice) His own elect who cry out (intercession) day and night to Him…8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily…(Lk. 18:7-8)

1. Psalm 2 speaks of the governmental power released in intercession. Jesus, in the millennial kingdom, will ask the Father for the desires of the Father’s heart. The Holy Spirit will act upon Jesus speaking (intercession) what’s on the heart of the Father and will release power, giving Jesus the nations as His inheritance.
7 The Lord (the Father) has said to Me (Jesus), “You are My Son, today I have begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance…the ends of the earth for Your possession. (Ps. 2:7-8)

2. Psalm 22 speaks of the power that is released in praise. The Lord is enthroned when we praise Him. When a king sits on his throne, he makes laws and decrees that are enforced and change the land.

3 You are holy, enthroned (release power) on the praises (singing the word) of Israel. (Ps. 22:3)

3. Intercession is declaring/agreeing with what God wants to do. Praise is declaring/agreeing with who God is. Both of them are agreement with God and release His power. Intercessory Prayer meetings can be powerful in releasing God’s power. Worship meetings can be powerful in releasing God’s power. Together they are dynamically enhanced. The corporate setting removes all self-preferences. God is looking for agreement on earth with the desires of His heart expressed through corporate intercessory worship by which we will partner corporately with Him to shift nations, release power for signs and wonders, revival and renewal, outpouring of the Spirit, a great harvest, the salvation of Israel, and ultimately the Second Coming of His Son and then the Father’s Second Coming to the earth at the end of the Millennial Reign of Jesus.
II. THE SPIRIT OF PRAYER

A. Spirit of prayer (Zech. 12:10).  The spirit of prayer is a supernatural anointing on the prayer movement that has the authority of God. With the spirit of prayer, angels and demons move, windows are opened or closed, judgments are minimized, stopped, or loosed. With the spirit of prayer kingdoms are torn down. The spirit of prayer is not lightly given, it is exceedingly powerful and dangerous. We want the spirit of prayer.
10 And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication (spirit of prayer)… (Zech. 12:10)

1. We need faithfulness and perseverance. We get the spirit of prayer by faithfulness in the routine of prayer, by aligning our lives in righteousness through living the Sermon on the Mount lifestyle. I.e. an angel standing before Daniel talking with Him. Daniel was 60+ years old by the time he received these revelations. He was faithful throughout the years of his life.

2. There is a huge difference between faithfulness and authority. Faithfulness leads to authority, but it is not the same thing. We must stay steady and faithful in order to receive the spirit of prayer.

3. Stirring ourselves up is not the anointing that causes angels and demons to move. The excitement of our soul during good music is not the anointing, enjoyable music is more pleasurable, but it is not the anointing. We can have much power and authority whether the music sounds good or not. The anointing shifts things, it’s the spiritual manifesting in the physical.

B. The Song of the Lord – 3 dimensions of the song of the Lord. 

1. Beginning Worship. Most of the churches today are in this stage of worship and intercession. There isn’t much anointing, but we are trying to stay steady and push into that next level. We want to be faithful, knowing diligence is necessary to move forward.
2. Presence Worship. This is where God actually shows up in a tangible, manifest way. This is the spirit of prayer. This is where we sing to the Lord and angels and demons move. Judgments are stopped and loosed. Healing, revival, raising the dead, mass salvations, etc. Few communities of believers have even reached for this reality in God. Even fewer have operated in it.
3. Second Coming (the ultimate expression of the Song of the Lord). Jesus is returning in response to a lovesick cry of “come” (Rev. 22:17). Just as the shepherds (the lowliest and most mundane job) received the song of the Lord at the first coming, so will it be released again at His second coming.

C. Our weak little 3 person prayer meetings with off-pitch singing and out-of-tune guitars are absolutely necessary and powerful. They may not be extremely anointed, but they are powerful. We need to do the intercession. We must lay hold of a vision for intercessory worship. We need to be diligent and faithful in the small and early growth stages. 

III. FOUNDATIONS FOR KEEPING STEADY

A. Having a correct understanding of what to expect is key in keeping steady throughout the growth stages, especially early on. I want to lay a foundation to keep us steady in the place of prayer. Intercession has pleasures as well as pressures that we will experience.

1. PLEASURES
a) There is an intimate communion when we do intercession. It is a divine trap. It is work on the front end, but there’s another dimension to it that we don’t always count on: you will never out-give God. Whatever you give will be returned to you in a greater measure. It’s like a boomerang.

b) The revelation of intercession is in and of itself a pleasure. When the revelation of the authority of corporate intercessory worship impacts you it is a pleasure we are not expecting.

c) God has it set up in such a way that our heart is knit to His and to those we are praying for when we do intercession. We end up actually loving the ones we pray for.
d) The Bridal identity of the Church is rooted in intercession. We speak and it moves God’s heart (intercession) and then God speaks and it moves our heart (prophetic).
e) We go deeper in God when we press in to God together. There is a ceiling in the spirit over us individually. The ceiling is lifted when we do this together. It’s more than coffee, a few good songs and a 20 minute sermon on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. It’s a lifestyle of corporate prayer and fasting and digging into the Word expressed together as a corporate community of believers.
2. PRESSURES
a) We don’t feel like we are accomplishing anything. Many end up finding their identity in what they do and not in who they are before God. I am a lover of God, this is my identity. What I do is intercession, but intercession is not my identity. We cannot confuse our identity with our job. Our “calling” will change many times and our most impactful calling will be in the age to come, not this age, yet our identity will never change.
b) The need for explosive growth, dynamic meetings, and an instantaneous measurable impact (these are especially problems in the Western church). This breeds discouragement and eventually quitting. We must break down fantasies. Romance must become idealism. We need a vision for faithfulness. Our calling before the Lord is important to Him whether there are 5 people attending it or 500,000. Just because there are small numbers and seemingly “little anointing” does not mean God is disappointed with us. God has a vision for numbers, He is after the greatest numbers of people at the deepest levels of love possible. It will happen on His time-frame, not necessarily ours. We reach for all that is available to us now, but our success is not defined by numbers or prominence before people. Our worth and value is not defined by those around us.
c) Over-promising the timing of a breakthrough. We can pray for the breakthrough today, but we must be careful not to predict the timing of it. This can have profound negative impacts on people. We must be diligent and wait on the Lord’s timing. King David is an unbelievable example of this. He was anointed king over Israel as a youth, yet was not made king for many years later, and even then the first seven of those “king years” he was only king over Judah, not all of Israel.
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