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Timeline of the End-Time Events
I. the day of the lord: 2 extremes in the final generation
11The day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it?(Jl. 2:11; cf. Mal. 4:5; Rev. 6:17)

A. The Day of the Lord refers to the unusual end-time events related to the Second Coming of Jesus. Those events, both positive and negative, will come to fullness in the final 3 ½ years before Jesus’ return (Zeph. 1:14-18; 1 Thes. 5:1-3; 2 Pet. 3:8-12). Those events will be very good for those who love Jesus and are responsive to Him. Those events will be very negative (terrible) for those who refuse Him.

1. It will be a great day for the responsive and the greatest revival in history as the Church comes into full victory full of God’s glory and power. It will include the miracles in the book of Acts and the book of Exodus combined and multiplied on a global scale. It will be the greatest outpouring of the Spirit (Joel 2:28-32).

28 And it shall come to pass afterward that I shall pour out My Spirit on all flesh…30 And I will show wonders… 32 And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the remnant whom the LORD calls. (Joel 2:28-32)
2. It will be a very terrible day for the rebellious as they will experience the most severe judgments of God as well as the fullness of Satan’s rage against them. The negative dimension of the Day of the Lord is called the Great Tribulation (Mt. 24:21; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1)

21 For then there will be Great Tribulation such as has not been since the beginning of the world… (Mt. 24:21)

B. During a period of Israel’s prosperity, they viewed the Day of the Lord as an event that would have negative impact (judgment) on all the surrounding nations (enemies) while only having positive benefits on them. While they correctly understood God’s desire to establish them as the head and not the tail (Duet. 28), they misunderstood God’s methodology to bring them into the fullness of their destiny – through the crucible of testing and suffering.

18Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! For what good is it to you? It will be darkness, and not light. (Amos 5:18)
C. In God’s perfect leadership, His chosen method to prepare the earth for the Second Coming of Jesus is also His chosen method to prepare the Church. He desires that she would be a fiery, zealous, wholehearted, tender, meek, equally yoked bride. One who is able to receive an unshakable kingdom (Heb. 12:27-29; 1 Pet. 4:17-18; Mal. 3:1-4; Dan. 11:35; Hag. 2:6-7). The great and terrible events of the Day of the Lord will be the perfect context to birth a radically different expression of Christianity on the earth. This will lead to the birthing of a radically different kingdom on earth – the Kingdom of God in fullness.

27 Now this, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of those things which are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire. (Heb. 12:27-29)

D. Two concepts necessary for understanding God’s leadership at the end of the age:
1. God is radically committed to process – of which includes our responses stimulated by His grace which produces growth in us over time. The first 30 years of Jesus life were just as important as the last 3 ½. The same is true of John the Baptist. Many believers are waiting for the day when God suddenly changes everything and we are fully mature.
2. A crucial part of His process in our lives involves the fellowship of His sufferings, (Phil. 3:10) by which we become like Him. Through this process we begin to not love the things of this world (1 John 2:15), but live for a coming reward and a coming kingdom (Heb. 11:13-16).

10 That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. (Phil. 3:10)
3. Understanding these two concepts gives great dignity to our choices and responses in light of their relationship to the age to come. Our history in God now will have relevance then.
II. timeline of the end-time events

A. Matthew 24:4-8: Beginning of birth pains. These are the warning signs to the church of what is about to come just around the corner. The message: begin to prepare your hearts and build unshakable lives.
1. Key events surrounding the beginning of sorrows:

a) Rebirthing of the nation of Israel (1948) and their capture of Jerusalem (1960); hundreds of end-time prophecies make sense again – Mt. 23:39

b) Increase in wars, famines, earthquakes, pestilences, ethnic conflict, etc – v. 6-7

c) Increase in deception (especially related to the coming of Jesus) – v. 4-5
2. We are living in a generation in which the events of Biblical Prophecy that will come to fullness before the Second Coming of Jesus are escalating at an alarming rate. No other generation has seen this number of events (trends, sign events, etc) rising up in the earth at the same time like we are currently seeing today. These “signs” are the mercy of God to us to stir our hearts in urgency, knowing the time is near. He truly is “ standing at the door.”
9 Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! (James 5:9)
B. Matthew 24:9-14: The Tribulation. This is the first 3 ½ years of the final 7. The church and the remnant of Israel will be persecuted during this period, but the earth will dwell in false peace and safety as they will seek to exterminate anyone who is a ‘perceived threat’ to this world unity. This “70th Week” will be initiated by the Antichrist orchestrating a 7-year peace treaty between Israel and many Middle Eastern Nations (Dan. 9:27).
1. Key events surrounding the first 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 70th Week:

a) Israel makes a 7-year peace treaty with the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27; Isa. 26:18)

b) Unprecedented period of world-wide peace (but a false peace) (1 Thes. 5:2-3; Zech. 1:1-15)
c) World-wide persecution of the church (Mt. 24:9-14)
d) The emergence of a global, unified religion (Babylon the harlot, Rev 17)
e) Wide-spread Apostasy (falling away) in the Church (2 Thes. 2:3)
C. Matthew 24:15-28: The Great Tribulation. This is the second 3 ½ years of the final 7. The whole earth will be under tribulation as the rage of Satan is expressed in fullness and the most severe judgments of God are poured out.
1. Key events related to the beginning of the Great Tribulation:

a) The Antichrist breaks his peace covenant with Israel

b) The Armageddon Campaign begins

c) The “appearing” of the Antichrist when he sits as God in the temple claiming himself to be God (2 Thes. 2:3; abomination of desolation)
2. The “appearing” of the Antichrist (2 Thes. 2:3) happens in conjunction with Jesus opening the first seal (Rev. 6:1). The first seal is Jesus releasing the Antichrist to conquer the earth. Jesus is allowing and orchestrating this.
3. The tribulation is the first 3 ½ year period of the final 7 years. During these 3 ½ years, the church and the remnant of Israel will be persecuted, but the rest of the world shall ‘rest quietly’ (Mt. 24:9-10; 1 Thes. 5:2-3; Zech. 1:11, 14-15). The Great Tribulation is the second 3 ½ year period of the final 7 years. During this 3 ½ years, the whole earth shall be under persecution (or judgment) as the Antichrist’s kingdom persecutes the church and Israel and Jesus pours out judgment on the Antichrist’s kingdom (Rev. 6, 8-9, 15-16; Rev. 12)

4. During this final 3 ½ years is when the Seal Judgments and the Bowl Judgments take place. Each judgment series is has 7 numbered judgments. They are in chronological order.

1st Seal (White Horse) the Antichrist’s political and military aggression (Rev. 6:1-2)

2nd Seal (Red Horse) World War (Rev. 6:3-4)

3rd Seal (Black Horse) Famine (Rev. 6:5-6)

4th Seal (Pale Horse) Death (1/4 of the earth killed) (Rev. 6:7-8)

5th Seal (Prayer Movement) spiritual atmosphere – releasing God’s judgment (Rev. 6:9-11)

6th Seal (Cosmic Crisis) natural atmosphere (Rev. 6:12-17)

7th Seal (Anointed Prayer) an angel is given Divine incense to enhance the End-Time prayer movement. This contributes to the releasing of the 7 trumpet judgments (Rev. 8:1-6)

1st Trumpet (Food Supply) Burning 1/3 of the earth’s vegetation (Rev. 8:7)

2nd Trumpet (Food Supply) Destroying 1/3 of the earth’s seas (Rev. 8:8-9)

3rd Trumpet (Water Supply) Poisoning 1/3 of the earth’s waters (Rev. 8:10-11)

4th Trumpet (Light/Energy) Darkening 1/3 of the earth’s light (Rev. 8:12-13)

5th Trumpet (Torment) Releasing demonic locust (Rev. 9:1-12)

6th Trumpet (Death) Releasing demons to kill 1/3 of the earth’s population (Rev. 9:13-21)

7th Trumpet (Rapture of the Church) – Jesus’ Second Coming procession begins. Jesus’ Kingdom will replace all other kingdoms (Rev. 11:15-19)

D. Matthew 24:29-31: The Second Coming of Jesus. This is when He raptures the church, comes to earth, ends the Armageddon Campaign, and sets up His Millennial Kingdom.
1. The Second Coming Procession – the 7th Trumpet begins Jesus second coming procession. It starts with the rapture of the Church as Jesus does a global procession across the sky to rapture His saints (Rev. 1:7; 11:15-17), then across the land (Isa. 63:1-6; Rev. 19:11-19), and entering Jerusalem after the 7th bowl to end the Armageddon Campaign.
2. This occurs over a 30 day period prophesied by Daniel (Dan. 12:11). It is during this time that Jesus marches across the land as the Warrior King, winning great military battles, taking over the kingdoms of the earth. The 7 bowls of wrath are poured out during this 30 day period.
3. The 7 bowls of wrath are not random judgments, but strategic strikes on the Antichrist’s kingdom to restrain His (and Satan’s) plans to kill all the Jews (who have not been raptured; the ones who will receive Jesus as King in Jerusalem).
1st Bowl – Loathsome sore on all Antichrist worshippers (Rev. 16:2)

2nd Bowl – All seas turn to blood killing everything in them (Rev. 16:3-4)

3rd Bowl – All fresh waters turned to blood (Rev. 16:4-7)

4th Bowl – Scorching heat from the sun (Rev. 16:8-9)

5th Bowl – Darkness on the Antichrist’s global empire (Rev. 16:10-11)

6th Bowl – Demons lure the nations to Armageddon (Rev. 16:12-16)

7th Bowl – Greatest earthquake and 100 pound hailstones (Rev. 16:17-21)

4. Jesus is returning in context to a military conflict. All nations will be gathering around Jerusalem to annihilate it. Three streams will come together at the same time which will provide the perfect context for Jesus to return to the earth.

a) The nations will fully reject Jesus (global blasphemy of the Holy Spirit; Rev. 14:18-19; 16:9, 11, 21) 

b) The Church will cry, ‘Come!’ to Jesus (Rev. 22:17)

c) The remnant of Israel will be crying, ‘Help!’ (Zech. 14:2)

5. The redeemed will cry out to Jesus in 3 ways:

a) “Jesus, come and judge the wicked, cleanse the earth of wickedness by cleansing the earth of the wicked.”
b) “Jesus, come for us, come back to us.”
c) “Jesus, come and save Your people Israel”
6. There will be three types of people when Jesus appears in the sky:
a) Redeemed – who are rapture during Jesus’ worldwide procession across the sky.

b) Reprobate – who took the mark of the beast will be judged and then killed (some executed). At this time there will be up to 1-3 billion people who took the mark still alive, these will not just disappear.
c) Resisters – unsaved survivors (Jewish and Gentile) of the Great Tribulation who refused to worship the Antichrist. These resisters will stand against evil governments without having regard to faith in God. Scripture refers to those who are ‘left’ or ‘who remain’. These will have opportunity to be saved after Jesus returns and then populate the millennial earth (Isa. 4:3; 10:20; 11:11; 49:6; 65:8; 66:19; Jer. 31:2; Amos 9:9-10; Joel 2:32; Zech. 12:14; 13:8; 14:16). It is the same God who preserved your life until you said ‘yes’ to Jesus because He knew in His foreknowledge that you would.
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