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Overview of the Song of Solomon
I. Introduction to the song: revealing the affections of god
A. The Song of Songs contains something so unique to the Word of God – it is the most dynamic and concentrated book in revealing the emotional capacity and makeup of God. In it we have been given access to peer into the deep movements of God’s heart. Anyone who will receive the weight of its message by turning it into prayer will experience certain inward transformation.

B. We do not receive revelation of God’s affections easily. Yet we must pursue it and receive this revelation in order to be transformed at the deepest levels.

C. The Song of Songs is an 8 chapter love song that can be interpreted many ways. The view we are going to look at is the interpretation of a love song that pictures Jesus as the bridegroom (Solomon) and the individual believer as the bride (the Shulamite).

D. The uniqueness of the Song is not in new information, but in its intense focus on holy romance. No new information about God is given (meaning the reality of a lovesick God is not a new revelation of God), just more intense and focused, which makes this a very unique book.
E. Two primary sections in the Song:

1. The first four chapters focus on the Bride understanding her inheritance in Jesus. These chapters emphasize how God views and desires her.

2. The last four chapters focus on Jesus’ inheritance in the Bride. As we seek something from Jesus, He is seeking something from us. He wants us to love Him with all of our heart (Mt. 22:37).
3. The focus of the book completely shifts right in the middle (4:16-5:1)

F. This song reveals the pattern for growing in passion for Jesus. It touches the significant principles and practical realties necessary to develop mature love for God.

1. Understanding the Song helps us identify the issues that God is specifically dealing with in our lives. It equips us to discern what God is doing in the different seasons of our lives. In our journey, we ebb and flow in and out of the testing and blessing described throughout the Song.

2. People often find themselves in two places in the Song at one time. People also often revisit the same place in the Song more than once throughout their journey. Just because we have passed a season in the Song once does not mean that we will never re-visit it again.

G. Two interpretations of the Song:
1. Natural Interpretation – this view depicts a natural love story between King Solomon and his bride, the Shulamite maiden. It emphasizes biblical principles that honor the beauty of love within marriage. This view has grown popular in the last 100 years.

2. Spiritual Interpretation – a symbolic interpretation to see spiritual truths in our relationship with Jesus behind the natural love story. We study the song to gain deeper understanding of our relationship with Jesus. This is the most common approach to the Song over the last 3,000 years (since Solomon wrote it).

a) Jesus is exalted in the Song. He spoke of Himself in all the Scriptures on the road to Emmaus. He went through all 39 books of the OT to speak of Himself. (Lk. 24:27)

b) The Spirit inspired Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16) and exalts Jesus in all He does. (Jn. 16:14)

c) The Spirit has a deep friendship with Jesus and a fierce loyalty to fill people with love for Jesus. It is inconceivable that the Holy Spirit would write a book without Jesus as the predominant theme on His mind. They have been together since eternity past.

d) We will have the Scripture for all of eternity. It is inconceivable that one of the books of the Bible will only be a memorabilia for the rest of eternity.

H. 3 Common Approaches to the Spiritual Interpretation

1. The relationship between Jesus and the individual believer. This approach gives spiritual principles that aid us in growing in passion for Jesus.

2. The relationship between Jesus and His corporate Church throughout history.

3. The relationship between God as the Bridegroom and ethnic Israel as His Bride (Jer. 2:2; Hos. 2:16-20; Ezek. 16:8-14, 20-21, 32, 38; Is. 54:5-6). This was the primary approach of the Scribes in the OT as well as Jewish rabbis today.
I. Guidelines for interpreting the Song of Songs:

1. You will not find something new in an allegorical interpretation that you cannot find clearly in other places in Scripture. The Song of Songs does not give new information, just a unique focus on bridal intimacy. Every form of Theology found in the Song of Songs must have basis in Scripture (especially the Pauline epistles).
II. SONG 1:1 – THE GREATEST SONG

1 The song of songs, which is Solomon’s. (Song 1:1)

A. The Song of Songs is an eight chapter love song which the Holy Spirit titled the ‘Song of Songs’. It implies that this is the greatest song ever written. The Song of Songs is a superlative, just like Jesus is King of kings or Lord of lords. This is and will be the greatest song ever written.

B. There are many songs recorded in Scripture (especially Psalms and Revelation). I believe that the songs in the book of Revelation are actually quite lengthy, and John only recorded the titles. The Song of Songs is greater than every other song recorded in history. There are two songs that are sung by the redeemed on the sea of glass (Rev. 15:1-5): the Song of the Lamb and the Song of Moses. The Song of Moses is recorded in Scripture. I believe that this Song is the Song of the Lamb. I can’t imagine the Lamb’s song taking second place to the Song of Songs.

C. God is a skilled song writer. He is the author of music. This song has many levels that it speaks on. 
III. overview of the storyline of the song of songs
A. SONG 1:2-4 – THE DIVING KISS & THE BRIDE’S LIFE VISION

1. This passage summarizes the Bride’s theology of how to grow in holy passion. The fire of His love manifests itself by tenderizing our hearts to feel some of what Jesus feels as He progressively releases the kisses of His word.
2 Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth – for Your love is better than wine… 4 Draw me away! We will run after You… (Song 1:2-4)
2. The theme of the Song of Songs is the Bride’s journey to be drawn near to Jesus in intimacy and then to run in partnership with Him in ministry. She matures in these two realities as she experiences the kisses of God’s word touching her heart.

3. In this passage, she states her two-fold life vision: Draw me away and we will run after you. She wants to be drawn by Jesus in love and she wants to run with Him in ministry (partnership).

4 Draw me away! We will run after You… (Song 1:4)
a) Drawing speaks of intimacy with Jesus.

b) Running speaks of ministry to others.
4. The overall structure of the book is that the first four chapters focus on the Bride’s inheritance in Jesus and the second four chapters focus on Jesus’ inheritance in the Bride. As we seek something from Him, He is seeking something from us. He has an inheritance in us just as we have an inheritance in Him.
B. SONG 1:5-11 – SPIRITUAL CRISIS & JESUS’ GLORIOUS ANSWER
1. The first revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as the counseling shepherd. At this point in her journey, she starts with the paradox of grace: she is dark in her heart but lovely to God (1:5)

5 I am dark, but lovely… (Song 1:5)

a) Jesus called this same reality weak flesh, but a willing spirit. We are dark in our heart, but we are beautiful to God because we say ‘yes’ to Him. Our beauty is on the basis of Him. She has a desperate cry to have more of Jesus, yet she sees the reality of her sinful desires and shortcomings.

b) The basis of our “loveliness” to God: God’s personality; the gift of righteousness (2 Cor. 5:17-21); the willing spirit given at the new birth (Mt. 26:41); and our eternal destiny as Jesus’ bride (Mt. 22:2).
2. Her journey begins with a spiritual crisis and shame, yet she receives a revelation of her beauty in God that flows out of divine affection. She is fiery and zealous in the beginning but quickly runs into her own weakness and she has soon lost her original focus.
6…my own vineyard I have not kept… (Song 1:6)

3. She experiences two pressures common to all of us: rejection from people and shame from her own sin.

6…My mother’s sons were angry with me; they made me keeper of the vineyards… (Song 1:6)

6Do not look upon me, because I am dark…my own vineyard I have not kept… 7 …For why should I be as one who veils herself by the flocks of Your companions? (Song 1:6-7)

4. In her pain, she does the right thing by crying out for more of Jesus. She has a desperate cry for more of Him. She has lost her way, but she has found the way to have a fiery heart again: cry out!

7 Tell me, O You whom I love, where do You feed Your flock…for why should I be as one who veils herself by the flocks of Your companions? (Song 1:7)

5. Jesus’ gives her a glorious answer in revealing Himself as the counseling shepherd who gently leads her. Jesus first answers her by affirming her beauty before Him.

8…O fairest among women… (Song 1:8)

a) He is saying, “I love you! You’re beautiful! You are My desire!” This is powerful because she is feeling shame, rejection and pain, and He speaks directly to that. He is telling her that she can never love Him unless she first sees how He feels for her, even in her weakness. This is what Jesus did with the disciples just before He went to the cross. In the midst of weakness and stumbling, Jesus affirms that He sees us as beautiful and lovely and that our love for Him is real.
9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you… (Jn. 15:9)
b) He teaches her as the counseling shepherd. This is the first revelation of Jesus in the Song. He gives her this surprising and glorious answer. 
C. SONG 1:12 – 2:7 – BRIDES INTIAL EXPERIENCES IN THE AFFECTIONS OF JESUS
1. The second revelation of Jesus reveals Him as a King expressing the affectionate heart of the Father. It is very similar to Luke 15 where the son comes home and the Father rejoices and throws a party around a banqueting table. There are many parallels between these two passages.

2. She experiences the joy of seeking the King’s beauty and His desire for her. This is an exhilarating and exciting time in her life. She is becoming rooted in the reality that Jesus loves her, even in her weakness.
a) She comes to a deep understanding of the cross and the provision He has made for her (1:12). The King is pictured as sitting in His finished work feeding her out of the provision of what He has made available to her. He is inviting her to the feast.

12 While the King is at his table, my spikenard sends forth its fragrance. (Song 1:12)

3…I sat down in His shade with great delight… (Song 2:3)
3. Her fragrance is emanating out of her spirit as a picture of worship and adoration effortlessly pouring out of her heart in response to the King’s provision.
12 While the King is at his table, my spikenard sends forth its fragrance. (Song 1:12)
4. She has an introductory revelation of the beauty and fragrance of Jesus.

13 A bundle of myrrh is my Beloved to me… 14 My Beloved is a cluster of henna blooms in the vineyards of En Gedi. (Song 1:13-14)
5. She experiences a new powerful revelation of her identity in Christ – a fragrant rose before God and her unique value and beauty to Him (lily).
1 I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 2 Like a lily among thorns, so is My love among the daughters. (Song 2:1-2)
6. Jesus begins to establish the superior pleasures as He woos her with lovesickness. The goal of her life in these immature beginnings is her own happiness which is most deeply experienced when God’s presence feels near to her. Over time her goal will become Jesus’ joy and inheritance, but for now she is focused on her own. He is wooing her into a life of maturity through this.
3 …I sat down in His shade with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste. 4 He brought me to His banqueting house, and His banner over me is love. 5 Sustain me…for I am lovesick… (Song. 2:3-5)
7. She is not standing. She is sitting down, receiving His grace. She is pictured as sitting in His shade with great delight. His shade is the provision of the cross releasing her to the love and beauty of God.

8. She cries out for a deeper intimacy. She is only at the beginning of her journey, not yet mature. She’s experiencing the introductory pleasures of God loving her in her weakness, which in turn awakens fierce lovesickness for God.

5 Sustain me…refresh me…for I am lovesick. (Song. 2:5)
D. SONG 2:8-17 – CHALLENGING THE COMFORT ZONE

1. The third revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as a sovereign King who is effortlessly skipping and leaping over the mountains. The mountains speak of obstacles both human and demonic. In this section He is coming as the sovereign King.

8 The voice of my Beloved! Behold, He comes leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills. 9 My Beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. (Song 2:8-9)
2. Jesus is calling her out of the comfort zone. She is used to being fed grapes and raisins, experiencing the manifest presence of God. He doesn’t want her only to love Him in the prayer closet, He wants her to come with Him. He wants her love in the midst of conflict and risk with the assurance of His provision over her.

10 My Beloved spoke, and said to me: “Rise up, My love, My fair one, and come away.” (Song 2:10)
3. In response to Jesus’ beckoning, she tells Him to turn and go to the mountain without her. This is compromise that is due to fear, fear that is arising from her immaturity in love. It is not due to rebellion. She is afraid that 100% obedience might cause her to lose something. She loves Him but does not have the courage and the strength to obey Him. The risks of walking by faith seem too great an obstacle to overcome.
17 Until the day breaks and the shadows flee away, turn, my Beloved, and be like a gazelle…upon the mountains… (Song 2:17)
E. SONG 3:1-5 – DIVINE CHASTISEMENT

1. She experiences the discipline of God as He hides His face from her. The sweetness of His presence that she felt just prior is now gone. God hides His face from her. For the first time since she has begun her journey into the knowledge of God’s affection and beauty she cannot find Him. This discipline comes as a surprise to her.
1 …I sought the One I love… but I did not find Him. (Song 2:1)
2. This discipline came out of the affection of a loving Father (Heb. 12:5-13). The Father promises to pry our fingers off the things that will destroy us. He loves us too much to allow His immature church to come short of being the glorious Bride of Christ.

5…do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens… (Heb. 12:5)
a) He is not angry with her. His correction is not the same thing as His rejection, it is the opposite of rejection. Many often confuse His correction as His rejection. His correction expresses His desire to have us mature in running and drawing. This correction is beckoning us to come to Him.
3. She soon “arises” to obey the call to leave her comfort. Compelled by love, she arises to obedience. After we have experienced the sweetness of God’s presence, we are forever discontent to live without it.

1I sought the One I love…but I did not find Him… 2 I will rise now…and go…I will seek the One I love… (Song 3:1-2)
4. Jesus’ manifest presence soon returns in response to her obedience. She finds Him and resolves deep in her heart to never lose the freshness of the Holy Spirit in her spiritual walk. She has learned the value of her relationship with Jesus and how He values obedience.

4…I found the One I love. I held Him and would not let Him go… (Song 3:4)
F. SONG 3:6-11 – REVELATION OF JESUS AS A “SAFE SAVIOR”
1. The fourth revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as a “Safe Savior” – the One who is safe to obey 100%. He shows Himself to her as the safe Savior who extravagantly provides for her spiritual safety. The promise of safety focuses primarily on spiritual safety that protects our hearts and then secondarily, it speaks of protecting our earthly circumstances.

2. He wants her to have firm, deep belief and assurance in who He is as a perfect leader, as well as an affectionate Bridegroom. This revelation is given to win her heart to a deeper confidence in Jesus. This section proves to be a turning point for her.
G. SONG 4:1-8 – THE PROPHETIC HEART OF THE HEAVENLY BRIDEGROOM

1. The fifth revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as a heavenly Bridegroom, with a special focus on His prophetic heart. He is prophetically proclaiming her budding virtues. He calls those things that are not as though they were (Rom. 4:17). God names us according to our prophetic destiny. He looks deep into her heart and sees the cry in her spirit. He defines her by this cry. God names us according to the cry of our heart (not our failures).

2. He reveals to her how beautiful she is to Him. Then He describes 8 distinct virtues of her beauty that He sees emerging in her life. He calls her beautiful, dedicated, discerning, consecrated, etc.
1 Behold, you are fair, My love! Behold, you are fair! (Song 4:1)
3. He is equipping her for spiritual warfare. He seeks to convince her to see how beautiful she is to Him. It is important to note that she is not yet fully mature, yet Jesus calls her forth by what He sees in her heart.

7You are all fair, My love, and there is no spot in you. (Song 4:7)
4. In this section, she commits to go to the mountain that she drew back from in fear in chapter 2. This commitment is the initial stages of true obedience, but is not yet complete obedience.

6 Until the day breaks and the shadows flee away, I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense. (Song 4:6)
5. This is the first time in her journey that Jesus’ calls her “His Bride”. She is now called His bride because of her new commitment in verse 6 to partner with Jesus on the mountains. The Bride, in essence, is one who walks in mature partnership with Jesus.

8 Come with Me…My spouse… (Song 4:8)
H. SONG 4:9 – 5:1 – THE RAVISHED HEART OF THE HEAVENLY BRIDEGROOM
1. The fifth revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as the heavenly Bridegroom with a special focus on His heart ravished with desire for her. Jesus has passionate affection for His Bride. This revelation equips her to fully embrace the cross.
9 You have ravished My heart, My sister, My spouse; you have ravished My heart with one look of your eyes… 10 How fair is your love…how much better than wine is your love… (Song 4:9-10)
2. Jesus describes His pleasure over her character (4:10-11), giving a seven-fold description of the Bride (4:12-15).

3. She desires that Jesus receive His inheritance in her. She cries out for increased anointing.

16 Awake, O north wind, and come, O south! Blow upon my garden, that its spices may flow out… (Song 4:16)
a) North winds speak of the cold, bitter winds of winter (testing). South winds speak of the warm, refreshing winds of summer (blessing). God knows we need both winds to reach maturity.

4. Her garden speaks of her heart and life – “Blow upon my garden.” Then she prays, “Let my Beloved come into His garden.” Whose garden is it? It is hers or is it His? It was hers but now it has become His. The entire storyline shifts on this verse. This is the turning point of the entire book. In the first four chapters she was only concerned with her inheritance (her garden). In the last four chapters, His inheritance in her is her focus.
16 …Let my Beloved come to His garden and eat its pleasant fruits. (Song 4:16)
5. Jesus comes to His garden to claim His inheritance – nine times using the ownership word “MY.” Everything in her is now His.

1 I have come to My garden, My sister, My spouse; I have gathered My myrrh with My spice; I have eaten My honeycomb with My honey; I have drunk My wine with My milk. (Song 5:1)
I. SONG 5:2-8 – THE DARK NIGHT OF THE SOUL: A 2-FOLD TEST

1. The sixth revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as the suffering servant, the Jesus of Gethsemane. It is the Jesus of Gethsemane that invites her to share the sufferings of Christ.

10 That I may know Him and… the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. (Phil. 3:10)
2. Jesus embraced the cross in the long and lonely night in Gethsemane. Jesus comes to her as the man of sorrows in Gethsemane and invites her to share in His sufferings.

2…It is the voice of my Beloved! He knocks, saying, “Open for Me, My sister, My love, My dove, My perfect one; for My head is covered with dew, My locks with the drops of night. (Song 5:2)
3. She is faced with a new challenge to share intimately in the sufferings of Christ. She just prayed, “Send the north winds that my fragrance would flow out.” Now Jesus is sending the bitter winds of the fellowship of suffering. Paul knew what it was like to share with Jesus in the fellowship of sufferings.

24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the Church. (Col. 1:24)

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Rom. 8:18)
4. Jesus asks her to “open” for Him as He reveals Himself as the man of Gethsemane. He wants to be the goal of her life, not just the stepping stone to her agenda of success and happiness.

5. She responds in full obedience (5:3-5). She rises immediately with a heart yearning in love for Him. The locks of her heart have myrrh on them, which speak of her heart commitment to embrace death in her pursuit of Jesus.

4 …My heart yearned for Him. 5 I arose to open for my Beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh…on the handles of the lock. (Song 5:4-5)
6. She experiences her first test of suffering – His withdrawn presence. God’s presence leaves her for the second time in the Song, however, this time it is not related to disobedience, but rather to her mature obedience – He wants to be the goal of her life.

6 I opened for my Beloved, but my Beloved had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped up when He spoke. I sought Him, but I could not find Him; I called Him, but He gave me no answer. (Song 5:6)
7. She experiences her second test of suffering – persecution and rejection. The watchmen struck and wounded her, taking away her spiritual covering, and keeping her from functioning in ministry in the Body.
7 The watchmen who went about the city found me. They struck me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took my veil away from me. (Song 5:7)
8. Summary: the Lord called her to join Him in the fellowship of His sufferings. She responded in instant obedience. Then He gave her a two-fold test related to her life vision prayer (Song 1:4): to be drawn in intimacy with God (she can no longer feel His presence) and then to run in ministry together (she no longer has a place in ministry).
9. She responds in deep humility, asking the less spiritual daughters of Jerusalem to give a message of love to Jesus. She says, “If you find my Beloved, tell Him I’m not offended – I love Him no matter what!” Instead of offense at Jesus for this testing, she is lovesick.

8I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my Beloved, that you tell Him I am lovesick! (Song 5:8)
J. SONG 5:9 – 6:3 – THE BRIDES RESPONSE: THE BEAUTY OF JESUS
1. The seventh revelation of Jesus in the Song is as the Majestic God.

2. Provoked by her deep love for Jesus, the dull and less spiritual daughters of Jerusalem ask her a question – “Why do you love Him so much?” They conclude that she must know something about Jesus that they do not. They had never seen such humility and maturity.

9…O What is your Beloved more than another beloved, O fairest among women…? (Song 5:9)
3. Her answer reveals her source of love for Jesus. She gives ten descriptions of Jesus’ beauty (5:10-16). This is one of the greatest proclamations of Jesus’ beauty in Scripture.

10 My beloved is white (dazzling) and ruddy, chief among ten thousand. 11 His head (leadership) is like the finest gold; His locks (hair; dedication) are wavy, and black as a raven. 12 His eyes (infinite knowledge, wisdom, understanding, and discernment) are like doves by the rivers of waters… 13 His cheeks (emotions) are like a bed of spices… His lips (word) are lilies, dripping liquid myrrh. 14 His hands (divine activity) are rods of gold set with beryl. His body (tender compassion) is carved ivory inlaid with sapphires. 15 His legs (administration of His purposes) are pillars of marble set on bases of fine gold. His countenance (impartation to His people) is like Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. 16 His mouth (intimacy) is most sweet, yes, He is altogether lovely. This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend… (Song 5:10-16)
4. She proclaims, “I’m in it for Him! I’m not offended right now in the midst of the north winds. I know they will bring forth the fragrant spice of my garden.” She is lovesick because she focuses on Jesus instead of being pre-occupied with her two-fold test. She overcomes self-focus by going deep in searching out Jesus’ beauty. Revelation of these attributes will stabilize our hearts when we go through the storms of life.
5. After seeing her extravagant love and deep insight into the beauty of Jesus, the daughters of Jerusalem change their question from “What is He?” to “Where is He?” They now want to seek Him too. They want to find what she has found.
1 Where has your Beloved gone…that we may seek Him with you? (Song 6:1)
K. SONG 6:4-10 – JESUS PRAISES THE VICTORIOUS BRIDE AFTER A SEASON OF TESTING
1. Jesus finally breaks the silence and lavishes affection and praise on her now that the season of testing is over. She defeated the greatest enemies – those that were found in her own soul. Jesus had been watching her the whole time and His heart is so moved by her abandonment. Jesus is getting the desires of His heart – to be the complete desire and reward of hers. She is completely in it for Him now. Jesus is conquered only by the Bride.
5 Turn your eyes away from Me, for they have overcome (conquered) Me. (Song 6:5)
a) He says, “Turn your gaze away from Me.” He doesn’t mean this literally – it is the ultimate language of love. Her eyes of devotion have overwhelmed and conquered the very heart of God with love. This is one of the great passages in the whole Song. No power can conquer Him, but the eyes of devotion of the redeemed conquer Him when they are faithful to Him in the times of testing. It is powerful to understand how the heart of God is moved when He sees us staying faithful to Him especially in a time of testing when we feel abandoned.
2. Jesus describes the Bride’s maturity (6:5-7) and pre-eminence (6:8-9).
3. The Holy Spirit describes the Bride’s crown of glory.

10 Who is this who looks forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, awesome as an army with banners? (Song 6:10)
L. SONG 6:11 – 7:9A – VINDICATION OF THE PERSECUTED BRIDE

1. As the Bride walks in this revelation of who she is before the Lord, she is persecuted. Scripture teaches that self-sacrificing love for Jesus usually results in drawing persecution.

2. Mature love and commitment to serve the whole church overcomes her (Song 6:11-12).
3. She receives a sincere response from the mature within the church (Song 6:13a,b), yet a hostile response from the carnal believers (6:13c,d). The Bride is vindicated by discerning saints (Song 7:1-5). She is vindicated by Jesus Himself (Song 7:6-9a).
M. SONG 7:9B – 8:4 – MATURE BRIDAL PARTNERSHIP WITH JESUS
1. She is now walking in mature bridal partnership with Jesus. The wine of the Holy Spirit is able to revive those who are spiritual sleepers. The Lord uses her to awaken those who are spiritually asleep. This is the right way of nurturing desire in others.

9 …The wine goes down smoothly for my Beloved…moving gently the lips of sleepers. (Song 7:9)
2. Entirety – this is her greatest revelation is the Song. She has profound insight into Jesus’ affection, longing, and enjoyment of her. His enjoyment of her is the great power of her life. She acknowledges that she belongs fully and utterly to Him.

10 I am my Beloved’s, and His desire is toward me. (Song 7:10)
3. Partnership in intercession: She intercedes for more power. The cry, “Come!” is the same intercessory prayer at the end of the age when the Spirit and the Bride both, in unity, cry, “Come!” to Jesus. She is now committed to the very things that He is committed to. She experiences undistracted intimacy in the midst of ministry – “In the fields of labor, I will give You my love.”
11 Come, my Beloved, let us go forth to the field…12 There I will give You my love. (Song 7:11-12)
N. SONG 8:5-7 – THE FIERY SEAL OF LOVE

1. The eighth revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as a consuming fire. This is the most well known passage and the great climax of the book.
2. The Holy Spirit proclaims the Bride’s final victory. He is prophesying her inevitable victory as a mature Bride at the end of history. She is “coming up” in victory from the wilderness of testing, temptations and difficulties that purified her in this life.

5 Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning on her Beloved? (Song 8:5)
3. Jesus invites her to receive the bridal seal of divine love. Jesus is the bridal seal. He is extending her an invitation to take Him as the seal on her heart. The book starts off with a cry for a kiss and ends with a seal of love. The eternal uncreated fire of God burning in the human heart to empower supernatural love. The seal on our heart is communing with Jesus that releases God’s authority to protect us.
6 Set Me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm. For love is as strong as death, jealousy as cruel (demanding) as the grave. Its flames are flames of fire, a most vehement flame. 7 Many waters cannot quench love, nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly despised. (Song 8:6-7)
O. SONG 8:8-14 – HER FINAL INTERCESSION
1. The Bride’s final intercession for the church. In terms of her progression in holy passion her journey ends in 8:5-7. In this passage, she prays for the rest of the church to experience what she has experienced.

2. In Song 8:10, her three-fold confidence as a wall (selfless motives), as a tower (her supernatural ability to nurture), and as one with peace (emotional hindrances are removed).

3. She experiences the power and enjoyment of living before His eyes alone instead of before the eyes of men. Her sense of importance is rooted in eternity as she has revelation of giving account before God (8:11). She has a revelation of her own spiritual maturity before God (8:12).

4. Jesus gives her one final commission: these are the last words that He speaks to her, therefore, these are essential, wise, and romantic words. He sees her in the gardens of His church taking care of young believers. She is in great demand to instruct others in the deep things of God. He reminds her to not get too busy for prayer.

13 You who dwell in the gardens, the companions listen for your voice – Let Me hear it! (Song 8:13)
a) He is beckoning her again to worship and intercession. He says, “As all of the people are listening, let Me hear your voice as well. Don’t get too busy that you forget who you are – You are My Bride first and a discipler of people second. Let Me hear your voice too!”
5. And, of course, she responds in love. The cry of the Bride rings throughout the final moments of the Song as her last words are those of intercession. This prayer will continue incessantly until the Day He returns. This is our final cry unto Jesus, as the corporate Body of Christ together with the Holy Spirit in perfect unity cry for His return.

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!” (Rev. 22:17)

14 Make haste, my Beloved, and be like a gazelle or a young stag on the mountains of spices. (Song 8:14)

20 Surely I am coming quickly. (Rev. 22:20)
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