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Jesus’ Second Coming
I. introduction
A. Jesus’ Second Coming to establish His Millennial Kingdom is the ultimate prophetic theme in the End-Times (Rev. 19:11-21; Zech. 14; 1 Thes. 4-5; Matt. 24; Lk. 21; Mk. 13). 
B. Jesus will physically appear in the sky to all the people of the earth when He returns to permanently live on the earth. He will sit on His Throne as King and rule over all other kings (Rev. 19:15-16). He will establish His Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Mt. 6:10)

C. The next stage of the Father’s plan is for Jesus to rule as King on the earth for 1,000 years (Rev. 20:4-6). This is commonly referred to as the Millennial Kingdom of Christ.

6 They shall be priests of God….and shall reign with Him a 1,000 years. (Rev. 20:6) 

D. Jesus will rule the world from Jerusalem in perfect righteousness and continual peace as He restores it to the conditions of the Garden of Eden. His Kingdom on earth will affect every sphere of life (political, economic, educational, agricultural, family, media, arts, technology, environment, social institutions, etc; Rev. 20:1-6; Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 51:1-8; 60-62; 65:17-25; Ps. 2; 110; Mt. 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; 28:19; Acts 3:21). 
17 Jerusalem shall be called the Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. (Jer. 3:17)
II. The Rapture and replacement of all world governments (Rev. 11:15-19)
A. At the Rapture of the Church, Jesus will begin to immediately replace all the evil governments of the earth with His new government. At this time, Jesus will reward the saints and completely destroy those who destroy the earth.

B. This will be a hostile takeover because the nations will be angry at Jesus and will resist His right to rule their nation. Satan is raging (Rev. 12:12, 17) and leaders are angry (Rev. 11:18) whenever Jesus exerts His leadership in their nation through the praying church.

C. We see the impact of the Rapture on world governments. This continues in the pattern seen in the chronological sections of Revelation (Rev. 6, 8-9, 11:15-19; 15-16; 19-21) which describe what takes place on earth rather than in the sky. The saints will be given governmental leadership over the earth (Rev. 20:4-6; Dan. 7:27).

4 I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus…and they lived and reigned with Christ for 1000-years…6 They shall…reign with Him 1000 years. (Rev. 20:4-6)

D. Jesus’ coming is in context to a military conflict around the city of Jerusalem. He is coming to win the Battle for Jerusalem. This battle will end the Armageddon Campaign (which lasts for 3½ years).
E. Jesus will march through Bozrah in Edom (modern day Jordan) killing His enemies on His way to Jerusalem (Isa. 34:1-10; 63:1-6; Rev. 19:11-16; Hab. 3:3-18)
1 Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah (capital of Edom), this One who is…traveling (marching) in the greatness of His strength… 2 Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? 3 I have trodden the winepress…I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, I have stained all My robes. (Isa. 63:1-3) 
12 You marched through the land…You trampled the nations in anger… (Hab. 3:12)
III. jesus raptures the saints at the sound of the last trumpet

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery…we shall all be changed… 52 …at the last trumpet… (1 Cor. 15:51-52)

15 Then the seventh (last) angel sounded (his trumpet): and there were voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever… 18 The nations were angry and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, and should destroy those who destroy the earth.” (Rev. 11:15-18)

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ shall rise… 17Then we who are alive…shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air… (1 Thes. 4:16-17)

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days… 30…the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven…and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven…31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect… (Mt. 24:29-31)
A. The Second Coming describes what Jesus does when He permanently “comes” back to earth. The Rapture describes what happens to the Church at the time of Jesus’ Second Coming – when Jesus first appears in the sky. As Jesus descends from heaven, He will catch up or “rapture” the saints to meet Him in the air (1 Thes. 4:14-17; Mt. 24:29-31). We will be instantly changed (in the “twinkling of an eye”), receiving our glorified bodies (1 Thes. 2:19; 4:17; 5:10; 2 Thes. 2:1). The “twinkling of an eye” refers to our bodies being changed, not to the speed of the Rapture.
B. Paul tells us that the Rapture occurs in association with the “last trumpet” (1 Cor. 15:50-52; 1 Thes. 4:16-17; Rev. 11:15-19; 10:7). It seems clear that the seventh trumpet in the book of Revelation is the same as what Paul called “the last trumpet” in 1 Corinthians 15:52. Why did Paul reveal that there would be a “final” trumpet, and what progression of trumpets what he speaking of? Paul was revealing in part what the apostle John witnessed first-hand in Rev. 9-11. John sees and hears a series of trumpet blasts related to the release of end-time judgments that will shake the earth before the Second Coming of Jesus. The culmination of these trumpet judgments is the “last trumpet” – the time of Jesus’ return.

51 …We shall all be changed –  52 in a moment...at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead (saints) will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (1 Cor. 15:51-52)
C. It is at the sounding of this trumpet (Rev. 11:15-19) that Jesus will break into the sky above and take His great power over the earth and directly reign over the nations.

D. It is now time to “destroy those who destroy the earth” (Rev. 11:18) – to cleanse the earth of all the wicked who will violently resist or reject His rule. He will remove all of His “reprobate” (un-savable) enemies who took the mark of the beast – they have become fully rebellious, their consciences being completely seared (Rom. 1) – they will have no hope of salvation or redemption. Why? Because they are no longer responsive to the gospel – they know who Jesus is and they hate Him (Rev. 16:9, 11). The time of their final judgment has come.

IV. jesus’ second coming: a progression of events over 30 days
A. Jesus’ Second Coming is not a momentary event but a series of events that begin with Him in the sky (at the sounding of the “last” or 7th Trumpet; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; Rev. 11:15-19; Mt. 24:29-31) and end with Him in Jerusalem, received as King, and victorious over His enemies at the Battle for Jerusalem (Zech. 14:4).
29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days… 30…the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven…and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet… (Mt. 24:29-31)

4 And in that day (at the end of His march to Jerusalem) His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem… (Zech. 14:4)
B. The progression of events that unfold during His Second Coming Procession has three major parts to it:
1. Across the sky as He make a global procession in the air to rapture all the saints (Mt. 24:29-31; 1 Thes. 4:16-17; Rev. 1:7)
2. Across the land as He moves swiftly toward Jerusalem, setting free Jewish captives from the rage of the Antichrist against them (Isa. 19:1; 42:6-7; 49:8-9; Isa. 63:1-6), winning great military victories on His way (Isa. 63:1-6; 34:1-9; Jer. 25:31-38; Hab. 3:3-13)
3. Into Jerusalem to end the battle of Jerusalem and be received and enthroned by Israel as King (Ps. 24:7-10; Zech. 4:2-15; Mt. 23:39; Rev. 19:11-21)
C. The Second Coming will not happen in a vacuum nor will Jesus simply “waive His hand” and everything will be instantaneously changed. Scriptures point to a radically different reality – one with Jesus actively and physically engaged in the process of deliverance and victory for His people and over His enemies. The Second Coming is a process involving many events that will lead up to the final battle surrounding Jerusalem.

D. It is important to note in the structure of the book of Revelation that the Seal and Trumpet Judgments (Rev. 6,8-9,11:15-19) are released during the last 3½ years before Jesus returns (during the Great Tribulation). The 1st Seal is at the beginning of the Great Tribulation and the 7th Trumpet initiates Jesus’ Second Coming. The Bowls of Wrath (Rev. 15-16) are released during Jesus’ Second Coming Procession (after He appears in the sky), not before it – they will be released during this 30-day period, leading up to the battle for Jerusalem (for more information about this 30 day period, download the notes about “Daniel’s 30 Days” at ihopls.com/notes).
V. Jesus’ Procession across the sky: to Rapture the Church
7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him...and all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him… (Rev. 1:7)

A. Jesus will be seen by the eyes of every person from all the tribes of the earth. This requires a global procession over every inhabited place on earth including each remote island of the sea. The Rapture will not be a secret event, but a dramatic event that all the people on earth will witness with their natural eye.
B. The Rapture will be a process that takes time to complete. Since the earth is round, it is impossible for all the people on the earth to see Him at the same time. What height and speed will Jesus travel at so as to be recognizable to people on the earth with the naked eye? His procession across the sky requires that Jesus be close enough to be seen and the process is slow enough for each person (not raptured) to interpret what is going on so that they mourn. 
VI. Procession on the land 

A. Jesus will march through the city of Bozrah in Edom (modern day Jordan) and Teman killing His enemies on His way to Jerusalem. His robes will be covered with their blood (Isa. 34:5-10; 63:1-6; Hab. 3:3-18; Zech. 9:14; Ps. 110:5-6; Deut. 33:2; Num. 24:17-19; Rev. 19:11-16). 
1 Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah (capital of Edom), this One who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? – “I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” 2 Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads the winepress? 3… I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their bloods is sprinkled on My garments, and I have stained all My robes. 4 For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come. (Isa. 63:1-4)
B. I believe that Jesus will retrace the footsteps of Moses with great precision as He marches from Egypt to Jerusalem with one difference – this time He will go through Edom instead of around it.
VII. Jesus’ Procession into Jerusalem: His triumphal entry 
A. The final stage and culmination of Jesus’ Second Coming Procession is His triumphal entry into Jerusalem as He is received by them as King of kings and their Deliverer. This is the high point of world history. The same One who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey will again ride victoriously into the City of David, the city He loves and the place from which He will rule the whole earth (Ps. 24:7-10; Zech. 14:4; Jer. 3:17; Zech. 6:12; Ezek. 43:7).
B. Jerusalem will be surrounded by many nations under the Antichrist’s leadership. The kings of the earth will gather to Armageddon as the military staging area for this attack (Rev. 16:12-16). The actual battle takes place around Jerusalem, not Armageddon. They are gathering to make war against Jesus, not a weak, small Israeli army.
1 Behold, the day of the LORD is coming… 2 For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; the city shall be taken… half of the city shall go into captivity… 3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations… (Zech. 14:1-3)

C. After Jesus enters Jerusalem in context to the Armageddon campaign, He executes His enemies.
5 The Lord (Father) is at Your right hand; He (Jesus) shall execute kings in the day of His wrath. 6 He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries. (Ps. 110:5-6)

D. Jesus will approach Jerusalem on a white horse as He marches through the land killing those who oppose Him in Jordan (Bozrah, Edom, Moab; Isa. 63:1-6; Hab. 3:3-18; Rev. 19:17-21). Jesus will release a plague on those who gathered to fight against Him at Jerusalem that will be terrifying to behold. There will be great confusion and the armies of the earth will kill themselves in the confusion (Zech. 14:12-15). This will cause a river of blood to flow waist deep for 200 miles (Rev. 14:17-20). It will take months to clean up.
20 And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came up to the horses bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs (about 200 miles). (Rev. 14:20)
E. The pinnacle of the Second Coming Procession is Jesus’ re-entry into the city of Jerusalem to be officially received by the governmental leaders of Israel as their Messianic King. 
29 I say to you (governmental leaders in Jerusalem), you shall see Me no more till you say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!” (Mt. 23:39)
7 Lift up your heads, O you gates (of Jerusalem)! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle (Armageddon Campaign). (Ps. 24:7-8)
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