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Overview Song of Solomon 5:2-8
I. SONG 5:2: Jesus invites her to share in the fellowship of sufferings
A. The sixth revelation of Jesus in the Song reveals Him as the suffering servant, the Jesus of Gethsemane. It is the Jesus of Gethsemane that invites her to share the sufferings of Christ.

10 That I may know Him and… the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. (Phil. 3:10)
1. Jesus reveals Himself as one who suffered alone in the Garden of Gethsemane. This revelation of Jesus begins the second 4 chapters of the Song. The first 4 chapters focus on the bride’s inheritance in Jesus. The second 4 chapters emphasize Jesus’ inheritance in the bride. The reality that she belongs to Him preoccupies her heart. She begins to view her life through the lens of the pleasure that she brings to Him. Our spiritual foundation includes both.

B. Jesus embraced the cross in the long and lonely night in Gethsemane. Jesus comes to her as the man of sorrows in Gethsemane and invites her to share in His sufferings.

2It is the voice of my Beloved! He knocks, saying, “Open for Me, My sister, My love, My dove, My perfect one; for My head is covered with dew, My locks with the drops of night. (Song 5:2)
1. Jesus’ head is covered with dew, which speaks of being outside all night. Jesus is inviting her to join Him in the intimacy of the fellowship of His suffering. Catholic contemplatives (St. John of the Cross) spoke of the “dark night of the soul” referring to times of Divine testing in seasons of seemingly spiritual darkness. It refers to a time of spiritual testing when nothing makes sense. We commit our hearts to hold on in such seasons.
C. She is faced with a new challenge to share intimately in the sufferings of Christ. She just prayed, “Send the north winds that my fragrance would flow out.” Now Jesus is sending the bitter winds of the fellowship of suffering. Paul knew what it was like to share with Jesus in the fellowship of sufferings.

24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the Church. (Col. 1:24)

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Rom. 8:18)
D. Jesus asks her to “open” for Him as He reveals Himself as the man of Gethsemane. He wants to be the goal of her life, not just the stepping stone to her agenda of success and happiness. Jesus’ purpose in knocking is to draw our hearts into a new opening for Him, rather than a new opening of circumstances. He wants us to open to Him that our hearts would grow in love.

2 He knocks, saying, “Open for Me, My  sister, My love, My dove, My perfect one.” (Song 5:2)
1. Another reason He asks her to open her heart to Him is because He wants all of us because of what He has invested in us.
E. She experiences the “rest of faith”.

2 I sleep, but my heart is awake… (Song 5:2a)
1. “I sleep” speaks of being in a place of rest with confidence in the Lord. She is sleeping in the sense of being completely at peace, because she believes that Jesus is a safe God. Sometimes “sleeping” is a negative reality in scripture. This is not the case here as her “heart is awake.” Sleeping here is referring to a place of rest.

a) Jesus knew the “rest of faith” as He slept in the storm (Mt. 8:23-27). It is a wonderful thing to be “awake” without need of being revived from spiritual dullness (Eph. 5:14, 1 Thes. 5:6, Rom. 13:11).
2. Her heart is fully awake to spiritual things. In 4:6 she prayed, “ I will go to the mountain of myrrh.” In 4:16 she prayed “Send the north winds.” In these prayers she is committing herself to a life of embracing the cross. She says, “The north winds can touch me but I trust Him.” In that sense she is asleep but her heart is awake. She is walking in obedience without any conscious area of compromise. Oh the joy of being completely abandoned to Jesus in love!
II. song 5:3-5: she responds in instant obedience of love

A. She responds in full obedience (5:3-5). She rises immediately with a heart yearning in love for Him. The locks of her heart have myrrh on them, which speak of her heart commitment to embrace death in her pursuit of Jesus.

4 …My heart yearned for Him. 5 I arose to open for my Beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh…on the handles of the lock. (Song 5:4-5)
1. Myrrh speaks of death as a fragrant burial spice. It speaks of death to self. She said yes to the mountain of myrrh(4:6), to the north winds (4:16), and now to the Jesus of Gethsemane. Her hands are dripped with myrrh.

a) I long to be able to say with greater reality, “Lord, I want the lock of my head dripping with myrrh. I want to do whatever You say regardless of what it costs me.” That is the heart of the mature bride. We begin by praying, “Lord we are willing to be made willing.”

b) She is drenched in myrrh speaking of her commitment to a lifestyle of death to selfishness (the cross).
2. My fingers were on the  handles of the lock speaks of the analogy of a locked door being opened is used to speak of her heart being fully opened to God. The lock on her heart speaks of her thoughts and her works. The lock of her heart is opened as she says “Yes!” to the mountain of myrrh.
III. song 5:6 – she experiences her first test of suffering

A. She experiences her first test of suffering – His withdrawn presence. God’s presence leaves her for the second time in the Song, however, this time it is not related to disobedience, but rather to her mature obedience – He wants to be the goal of her life.

6 I opened for my Beloved, but my Beloved had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped up when He spoke. I sought Him, but I could not find Him; I called Him, but He gave me no answer. (Song 5:6)
B. God will train every mature believer with this test. It is part of the divine pattern. It is the progression that all of us go through to holy passion. The application of the test is different in everyone’s lives.

C. Only 2 times in the Song does He hide His face (3:1-2 and 5:6-7). This training is due to her obedience. She has never seen Jesus respond to her in this way. This is a very surprising experience for her. 

D. “My Beloved turned and was gone” – this is a sovereign test from God, He is withdrawing His manifest presence to test her. His manifest presence is withheld, however, He never leaves us. What she loses is the discernable feeling of His presence. We love to feel passion from God and for God. Feeling love from God is the  most powerful passion and pleasure available to humanity, but it is now gone. This is not a chastisement for sin, nor is it an attack of the devil. Rather it is a God-ordained test because of her desire for full maturity as prayed in 4:16.
E. There is a place in God’s economy where He hides Himself when you’re obedient. God sometimes hides His face from the righteous soul to draw out the yearning of their heart. Job was walking in righteousness when he was afflicted. God wanted to reveal Himself to Job in the most intimate way.
5 I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees You. (Job 42:5)
F. He hides His face to reveal what’s in the deep parts of one’s spirit or to reveal the motive of obedience. Jesus is looking for a people who will stand in obedience regardless of what is happening in their lives. This is the primary issue of being His inheritance.

G. She fervently seeks the Lord without a spiritual breakthrough. This test could not be cut short by more urgent seeking because it was not initiated by the devil but by God. It wasn’t caused by sin, but obedience.
6 My Beloved had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped up… I sought Him, but I could not find Him; I called Him, but He gave me no answer. (Song 5:6)
H. “But I could not find Him…but He gave no answer” – the “silence of God” is part of His training to cause our hearts to mature. We must refuse the Devil’s accusations against God’s love in such seasons. Our confession of faith must remain constant, “His banner over me is love!” In other words, all of God’s dealings with me are to eventually reveal His love for me and to impart His love to me in a deeper way.
IV. song 5:7 – she experiences her second test of suffering

A. She experiences her second test of suffering – persecution and rejection. The watchmen struck and wounded her, taking away her spiritual covering, and keeping her from functioning in ministry in the Body.
7 The watchmen who went about the city found me. They struck me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took my veil away from me. (Song 5:7)
1. In this test she encounters the spiritual authorities in the body of Christ. The watchmen speak of spiritual authority in the Church. There are two types of watchmen (leaders) in the Body: (1) There are the helpful, “David-type” watchmen of 3:3 who help her find deeper intimacy with God. (2) There are also the carnal jealous “Saul-type” watchmen who seek to strike and wound her.

a) “Found her” – they were seeking her out with a pre-determined agenda to strike her.
b) “Who went about the city” – they would leave no stone unturned in searching her out. They were seeking anything from anyone, anywhere through the whole church to discredit her.

c) “The keepers of the walls” – God’s city has walls, to reveal its boundaries and to protect its inhabitants. The keepers of the walls refer to leaders who have been given a divine mandate to keep its walls, so as to protect its people.

2. The spiritual authorities in the Body  of Christ rise up against her.

a) “They struck me” – She is significantly mistreated by the more prominent members of the Body of Christ. The ones who should have protected her have instead struck and abused her.

b) “They wounded me” – she is not only struck unjustly, but they struck so as to wound her. They wound her because there was a genuine relationship before the attack. A stranger can strike, but only a friend can deeply wound. Wounded in the house of friends is part of the divine pattern that Jesus submitted to (Ps. 55:12-21). She finds herself persecuted in the midst of friendships in the Body of Christ.
c) Sometimes people are wounded by immature David’s who lack wisdom and tenderness in their relationship to the body. They sincerely love God and the church, yet still occasionally wound the body because of their immaturity in leadership as a watchmen.
3. The bride’s spiritual covering is taken away.

a) “My veil” speaks of her spiritual covering. It is a sign of being rightly related to spiritual authority (1 Cor. 11:10). They took her spiritual covering away.
V. summary
A. The Lord called her to join Him in the fellowship of His sufferings. She responded in instant obedience. Then He gave her a two-fold test related to her life vision prayer (Song 1:4): to be drawn in intimacy with God (she can no longer feel His presence) and then to run in ministry together (she no longer has a place in ministry).
B. The Lord allows this because He wants to uncover the deep, unperceived weakness in our spirit, such as pride and being self-absorbed. He said, “Will you embrace Gethsemane? Will you serve for Me, and Me alone? I am not a means to an end. I am the end of your life. When everything is gone, will you be Mine?”
VI. her response of humility: Song 5:8
A. She responds in deep humility, asking the less spiritual daughters of Jerusalem to give a message of love to Jesus. She says, “If you find my Beloved, tell Him I’m not offended – I love Him no matter what!” Instead of offense at Jesus for this testing, she is lovesick.

8I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my Beloved, that you tell Him I am lovesick! (Song 5:8)
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