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The Millennial Kingdom
I. the millennial kingdom: jesus’ 1,000 year reign on earth
A. The Millennium is a 1,000-year period in which Jesus will rule the world in righteousness.

4 I saw thrones, and they (saints) sat on them… They lived and reigned with Christ for 1,000 years…6 They shall reign with Him 1,000 years. (Rev. 20:4-6)
B. At this time the Kingdom of God will be openly manifest worldwide affecting every sphere of life (political, social, agricultural, economic, spiritual, educational, law enforcement, family, media, arts, technology, athletics, environment, social institutions, etc.).
C. The result will be a 1,000-year period of unprecedented blessing for the whole earth as Jesus establishes righteousness and prosperity, and restores the agriculture, atmosphere, and animal life to some of the conditions that were seen in the Garden of Eden (Rev. 20:1-6; Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 51:1-8; 60-62; 65:17-25; Ps. 2:6-12; 110:1-7; Deut. 8; 28; Mt. 5:5; 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; 28:19; Acts 1:6; 3:21). This period of blessing will be initiated by Jesus' Second Coming.
20 …that He (the Father) may send Jesus… 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things… (Acts 3:20-21)
D. Jesus as King of kings, will personally govern a worldwide Kingdom from Jerusalem. He will do this in partnership with resurrected saints (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6; 22:5; Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; 1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rom 8:17).
17 Jerusalem shall be called the Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. (Jer. 3:17)

E. The Millennial Kingdom is one of the major revelations of Scripture. Jesus’ core message during His first coming was that God’s Kingdom was being released in a new measure on earth. The New Testament makes it clear that the kingdom is ‘already here’ (in a limited expression) but is ‘not yet’ fully here until Jesus returns.

10 Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Mt. 6:10)

F. Daniel saw the heavenly coronation of Jesus as the eternal King over all the dominions of earth. The dominions of the earth include every sphere of society.

13 One like the Son of Man (Jesus)…came to the Ancient of Days (Father)…14 To Him (Jesus) was given…a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him…27 His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve Him. (Dan. 7:13-14, 27)
G. Jesus quoted Dan. 7:27 concerning His rule over all the nations and dominions of the earth.

31 When the Son of Man comes in His glory...then He will sit on the Throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him... (Mt. 25:31-32)

H. In the Millennium all the kings of the earth will be saved and worship Jesus (Ps. 72:11; 102:15; 138:4; 148:11; Isa. 62:2; Rev. 21:24) and base their national governments on God’s Word.

11 All kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve Him. (Ps. 72:11)
II. centerpiece of god’s eternal purposes: bringing heaven and earth together

9 Having made known to us the mystery (hidden plan in God’s heart) of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather into one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth – in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10)
A. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purposes is for Jesus to come back and set up His Kingdom on earth as God brings Heaven and Earth into one realm. God’s plans have always been for His people to dwell with Him face to face in this way.

3 Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. He Himself will be with them and be their God. (Rev. 21:3)
B. In the Millennial Kingdom, Jesus’ primary mandate is to prepare the earth for the Father’s coming by bringing all the people and nations to mature.
22 In Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then (1,000 year gap) comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death… 28 Now when all things are made subject to Him (Jesus), then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. (1 Cor. 15:22-28)

C. Righteousness will be substantial in the Millennium then perfect afterwards on the New Earth. The earth will be purged with fire at the end of the Millennium to fully prepare it for the Father (2 Pet. 3:10-13; Rev. 20:11). The End-Time message is focused on Jesus preparing His people and the nations so that He might fully established His Kingdom on earth. Jesus is raising up a “Millennial leadership team”.
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. (2 Pet. 3:10)
D. This is the interpretive key to understanding the end-times. Without this foundational reality confusion is inevitable.

E. God purposefully created the universe in two distinct realms: Heaven and Earth

1. Heaven speaks of the supernatural realm where God’s presence and power are openly manifest.

2. Earth speaks of the physical realm where human process, emotion, and physical sensation reach their fullest expression.
3. For the last 2,000 years heaven has been the temporary holding place for dis-embodied spirits to go (since Jesus’ resurrection), but this is not the fullness of God’s plan.
F. The saints do not need a physical body to relate to the spiritual atmosphere of heaven. They will, however, receive a resurrected body when they come back with Jesus in order to relate to the environment of the earth.

52At the last trumpet…the dead will be raised incorruptible (resurrected body)… (1 Cor. 15:52)
G. As Gentile Believers, we picture worshipping Jesus in the supernatural conditions of heaven emphasizing His deity as the Son of God.
H. The Jewish paradigm focuses on reigning with the Messianic King in the natural conditions of the earth emphasizing His humanity as the Son of David.

I. Neither paradigm is wrong, but the full truth is only seen as we bring these two realities together.

J. Heaven will literally be on earth when heaven comes down to earth. The resurrected saints will live in the New Jerusalem. Thus, our rewards are in heaven since we will live in the New Jerusalem forever.

2 In My Father’s house are many mansions… I go to prepare a place for you… 3 I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. (Jn. 14:2-3)
K. We must get the correct paradigm (perspective) about the end-times. The challenge in understanding Jesus’ second coming and the Millennial Kingdom is in getting the right paradigm. It is necessary to understand: Jesus will rule the whole earth with the natural processes not suspended, yet significantly enhanced by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit. We see aspects of this in Jesus’ resurrected body when He appeared and taught His disciples for forty days in His resurrected body (Jn. 20-21; Acts 1).
III. HEAVENLY JERUSALEM AND EARTHLY JERUSALEM BROUGHT TOGETHER

A. When the New Jerusalem comes to earth, then heaven is literally on earth. Heaven and earth come together as the New Jerusalem descends to the Millennial Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem is the place where resurrected saints will live. The earth will continue forever (Ps. 37:29; 78:69; 104:5; 105:10-11; 125:1-2; 1 Chr. 23:25; 28:8; Isa. 60:21; Ezek. 37:25; Joel 3:20).

12 The New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. (Rev. 3:12)

B. The New Jerusalem will descend to a place above Millennial Jerusalem (Temple on Mt. Zion) creating a vast “governmental complex” joined by a “Corridor of Glory.” It will be the governmental center of heaven and earth referred to as Jesus’ Throne of glory (Mt. 19:28; 25:31).
31 When the Son of Man comes…then He will sit on the Throne of His glory. (Mt. 25:31)

C. Jerusalem will be the capital city for Jesus’ worldwide government (Jer. 3:17; Isa. 2:2-4; 24:23; Ezek. 43:7; Mic. 4:7; Zech. 14:9-11). Jerusalem will be the center of the world (Ezek. 38:12).
IV. THE SAINTS WILL RULE WITH JESUS AS KINGS AND PRIESTS

A. The two functions most emphasized for the saints are priests and kings (Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6).

10 Have made us kings and priests to our God…we shall reign on the earth. (Rev. 5:10)

B. As priests, resurrected saints will worship, intercede and communicate the knowledge of God to others (non-resurrected people on the Millennial earth plus the saints in the New Jerusalem). The primary government of the Millennial earth will come forth from continual intercession.

C. As kings, resurrected saints will evaluate the past, determine future action plans and appoint people who serve in the infrastructure under their authority. This will include training and managing the people they appoint. Our personality will come forth in the decisions we make.
2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?…the world will be judged by you…

3 Do you not know that we shall judge (evaluate) angels? (1 Cor. 6:2-3)
28 In the regeneration (Millennium), when the Son of Man sits on the Throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel. (Mt. 19:28)

29 I bestow upon you a kingdom…30 that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Lk. 22:29-30)

17 He said to him, “Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.” (Lk. 19:17)

IHOP – Lake Superior
www.IHOPLS.com
IHOP – Lake Superior
www.IHOPLS.com

