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Contending to be a People of Understanding
I. the promise of a people who understand god’s heart

A. God promised to Jeremiah that there would be a people on the earth at the end of the age who would perfectly understand (be in agreement with) God’s leadership and heart behind it.

20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His heart (involving everything at the end of the age). In the latter days you will understand it perfectly. (Jer. 23:20)
B. King David was a “man after God’s heart” meaning he positioned himself (contended) for revelation of God’s nature (character, emotions, etc). The power of his life to remain steady and faithful amidst great pressures and great failures was his revelation into God’s emotional make-up.
19He delivered me because He delighted in me… 35… Your gentleness has made me great. (Ps. 18:19, 35)
C. Jesus will have a pure and spotless bride, completely in agreement with Who He is and what He desires to do on the earth before He returns. This is remarkable leadership when we consider where many of us in the church are today. “We agree with and proclaim who You are and what You are about to do, O Judge of the earth!”

3 They (saints) sing… “Great and marvelous are Your works (end-time judgments), Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! 4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name…For Your judgments have been manifested.” (Rev. 15:3-4)
D. Daniel gives us the same promise of a people of understanding at the end of the age.

33 And those of the people who understand shall instruct many… (Dan. 11:33)
II. jesus’ voice as a trumpet: faithfulness to warn and prepare

A. Jesus is revealed in Revelation 1 as the One who’s “voice is like a trumpet.” One use of a trumpet was used to warn a city of impending destruction (invasion; judgment).

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet… 12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw… 13 …One like the Son of Man… (Rev. 1:10-13)
B. Jesus’ voice as a trumpet speaks of His faithfulness to warn us of coming judgment and warn us to begin to prepare.
C. Joel 2 contains two significant trumpets that are blown: one related to trembling and one related to gathering to the prayer meeting. Joel 2:15 says, “Blow the trumpet, gather the people (to the prayer room)”. Joel 2:1 also says blow the trumpet, but it is for an entirely different reason. This trumpet is blown to warn the people of coming judgment.
1 Blow the trumpet is Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is at hand. (Jl. 2:1)
D. This trumpet is intended to cause the response of trembling. We need to tremble before what God is going to do, for in “trembling” we live very differently – with much greater focus and urgency to prepare.
E. Amos reveals the same reality in Jesus’ heart – His faithfulness to warn and prepare us for His coming.
3 Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?... 6 If a trumpet is blown in a city, will not the people be afraid? If there is calamity in a city, will not the LORD have done it? 7 Surely the LORD does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets. (Amos 3:3-7)
III. god’s grace to give us understanding (revelation)

A. In God’s great tenderness, He does not just “leave us” to figure things out on our own. A core reality of the new birth is God (the Holy Spirit) coming to live inside of us. He actually takes us residence in us and is our helper on our journey.

B. In order to reap the full benefit of His help, we must talk to Him. We must actually connect with Him to receive revelation from Him. This is so simple many often miss it.

C. The Bible was not written mostly for scholars. It was written all of humanity and most humans across the scope of world history have been poor, uneducated people, not scholars. Understanding and coming into agreement with Jesus leadership (loving Him) does not come through a “keen mind,” but rather through revelation that is given for hunger. God gives on the basis of hunger, not a sharp mind.

D. In Ephesians 1, Paul prayed for the spirit of wisdom and revelation. He knew he wasn’t “smart enough” and that he needed God to give Him understanding and revelation. We pray this prayer often at our prayer meetings – it is absolutely necessary and we will pray this prayer forever.

17That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ…may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, 18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened… (Eph. 1:17-18)
E. God reserves the fullness of our destiny in Him until we ask for it. He desires interaction with Him (we call this prayer), because if He can get us to connect with Him, He is so wonderful that we are “hooked” for good.

2 You do not have because you do not ask. (James 4:2)
F. In His gentleness, He will not give us the fullness of what He desires to give us apart from us asking (more than thinking it) and in the asking (prayer) our hearts become alive and tender because we encounter Him. Only from the place of lovesickness do we use His power rightly.
IV. contending for complete agreement with jesus
A. God will not simply give us understanding without us asking. We must engage in a lifestyle to receive revelation and confidence in His leadership. This includes re-organizing our schedules and lifestyles to pursue the knowledge of God. We won’t get this on the go. We must make time and give our energy to this lifestyle. Our schedule must embody our desire to go deep in the knowledge of God and preparing our hearts through this lifestyle must be a top priority – this lifestyle is not easy, it must be contended for and aggressively sought after. We begin by asking for grace to walk in it (Eph. 1:17-19).
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