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Cultivating Intimacy – Matthew 25:1-13
I. context of matthew 25

A. In Matthew 25:1-30, Jesus addresses leadership in the generation that He returns. The first parable of wise and foolish virgins concerns leaders connecting with the Holy Spirit by cultivating the oil of intimacy with Jesus. The second parable concerns being diligent in our ministry assignment, even if it’s small and seemingly insignificant.

B. Jesus’ teaching on End-Times in Matthew 24 sets the context for these parables. The rapture clearly takes place after the Great Tribulation. We will go through the Great Tribulation at the end of the age. We honor and respect the wisdom and godliness of the leaders who hold a pre-tribulation rapture view, but see it as a serious error that will leave many unprepared and possibly offended at God.

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days… 30 The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven… they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet (7th trumpet: Revelation 11:15-19), and they will gather together His elect (the rapture) from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Mt. 24:29-31)
C. In Matthew 2:36-41, Jesus prophesies of a severe death toll that is coming (Rev. 6:8, 9:15). 

37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be… 40 Two men will be in the field, one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. (Mt. 24:37-42)

1. Those who were ‘taken’ in Noah’s day were ‘taken in death.’ The disciples asked where they would be taken. They will be taken in death as indicated by the gathering of the vultures around the dead bodies.

36 Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left. 37 And they answered and said to Him, ‘Where, Lord?’ So He said to them, ‘Where ever the body is, there the eagles (vultures) will be gathered together. (Lk. 17:36-37)

D. Jesus’ advice in light of the coming waves of death was to ‘watch’ or to develop a heart connection with the Holy Spirit as a way to be prepared and protected (Mark 13:32-37). Some see this as impractical in light of ever increasing ministry needs and opportunities, however, developing a deep prayer life will give us direction, preparation and courage to face the pressures now and coming (Eph. 3:16-19).

E. To watch is to encounter Jesus. This protects us from having our inheritance (our heart connection with the Holy Spirit) stolen (Jn. 10:10).

43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house (place of inheritance) to be broken into. (Mt. 24:43)

F. In Matthew 24:45-51, Jesus described leaders as those who rule and feed His people. Almost every believer has a ministry on some level. He went on to describe wise (25:1-13) and faithful (25:14-30) leaders.

II. WISDOM DEFINED: CULTIVATING THE OIL OF INTIMACY: MATTHEW 25:1-7

1 Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the Bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the Bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight a cry was heard: “Behold the Bridegroom is coming; go out to meet Him!” 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. (Mt. 25:1-7)
A. This parable is spoken in context to the End-Times. ‘Then’ places this parable in the context of Matthew 24, which is Jesus’ end of the age teaching.
1 Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins… (Mt. 25:1)

B. The ‘virgins’ are born-again believers. All believers are considered pure virgins because of Jesus’ righteousness imparted to us through the finished work of the cross.

1 Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who…went out to meet the bridegroom. (Mt. 25:1)

2 I betrothed you to one husband…I present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (2 Cor. 11:2) 

C. Each had a ‘lamp’, which speaks of ministry that brings God’s light to others (Mt. 5:15-16; Rev. 1:20; 2:5; 11:3-6; Zech. 4:2; Is. 62:1; John 5:35). All ten virgins take their ministries out to ‘meet’ or encounter the Bridegroom God. The ‘oil of intimacy’ is a heart connection with the Holy Spirit which tenderizes our heart to feel more of God’s love by increasing our revelation of Jesus, zeal for righteousness and our spiritual identity (as sons of God before the Father and the bride before the Son).
1 Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet (encounter) the bridegroom. (Mt. 25:1)
D. The ‘foolish’ virgins took no oil with them (pursuing ministry as a priority over intimacy). The ‘wise’ virgins took oil in their vessels (pursuing intimacy as a priority before ministry).
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps (ministry) and took no oil (intimacy) with them, 4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. (Mt. 25:3-4)

E. While the bridegroom was ‘delayed’ they all ‘slept’. Sleeping speaks of the natural processes of life that we cannot neglect. We all must pay the bills, do the daily chores, ect.
5…while the bridegroom delayed, they all slumbered and slept. (Mt. 25:5)
F. At the ‘midnight’ hour of history, the Holy Spirit will release forerunners who will ‘cry’ out that Jesus is coming as the Bridegroom God. We must ‘go out to meet Him’ or make the necessary efforts to encounter Him.
6 At midnight a cry (forerunner) was heard, ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to (make the necessary effort to) meet him!’ (Mt. 25:6)
G. The forerunner message is three-fold:

1. “Behold the Bridegroom” – the One who is coming if filled with tender passions for His bride
2. “He is coming” – His desire for His bride has consequence
3. “Go out to meet Him” – make the necessary effort to encounter Him
III. NEED FOR PREPARATION: MATTHEW 25:8-13

8 And the foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise answered, saying, “No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.” 10 And while they went to buy, the Bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with Him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, “Lord, Lord, open to us!” 12 But He answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.” 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. (Mt. 25:8-13)
A. The foolish leaders recognize their mistake of neglecting oil. Spiritual preparedness is not transferable. The wise say ‘No!’ to accepting other ministry opportunities and answer ‘No!’ it’s not possible to share with you my secret life in God.
8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil (intimate life with Jesus), for our lamps are going out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ (Mt. 25:8-9)

B. We get oil by engaging in the God-ordained process which Jesus later advises (Rev. 3:18).

18 I counsel you to buy (engage in the process) from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed…and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. (Rev. 3:18)

C. Many ministry lamps will go out as they are not able to feed the hearts of God’s people.

8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out… (Mt. 25:8)
D. The foolish virgins said ‘Lord open to us’ or let us in to participate with You in this wave of the wedding feast. Jesus didn’t ‘know’ or recognize them as those who were close to Him in intimacy. When Jesus said ‘I don’t know you’ He was saying He didn’t know them in the place of intimacy. This is not a reference to salvation. He didn’t say “I never knew you!” (Mt. 7:23). He did not call them evil (Mt. 24:48); wicked and lazy (Mt. 25:26) or cursed (Mt. 25:41).

11…the other virgins (born-again believers) came, saying…‘open to us!’ 12 But he answered and said… ‘I do not know (intimacy not salvation) you.’ (Mt. 25:11-12)

E. Only those who are close to Jesus will go in with Him to the wedding feast. This is why we must be ‘watchful’ in prayer, cultivating the ‘oil of intimacy’. The point of this parable is “watchfulness” which includes: a spirit of prayer, anointed observation of world events (what God is orchestrating in the earth preparing for His coming), watchfulness in our personal life to “keep steady”, etc.
10…the Bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with Him… (Mt. 25:10)

13 Watch therefore, for you do not know the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. (Mt. 25:13)

F. In an ancient Jewish wedding there was a wedding feast leading up to the consummation of the marriage. It was series of nights (seven for a wealthy family) and each night there was a different activity highlighted. Only the closest friends of the couple to be married were invited the first night, more the second, and so on.
G. God is releasing different ‘waves of the Spirit’ leading up to the fullness of the End-Time revival culminating in the second coming. The highlight of all this is the Wedding Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9). Only those who have cultivated the ‘oil of intimacy’ will participate in these waves of the Spirit, entering into the fullness of anointed ministry at the end of the age.
IV. LESSONS FROM THIS PARABLE
A. The reality you have in God today (heart reality and/or ministry impact) can be lost tomorrow. The kingdom of God is a kingdom of love and love knows no stagnant place.

B. Many will needlessly miss out on the first wave of the Holy Spirit activity (wedding celebration). God insists that only prepared vessels who have spiritual reality with the Spirit lead each wave of the Spirit. Pursuing ever increasing ministry opportunities while neglecting intimacy will result in missing out on the fullness of anointed ministry opportunities (the doors are shut; v. 10)

C. The breakthrough of God (coming of the Bridegroom) is sometimes shorter that we expect, and sometimes longer than we expect.

1. The delay is often longer than we expect causing some to lose their watchfulness.
2. The delay is often more difficult than we expect so we must get reality in God now knowing it is hard to keep steady during the delay.

D. We must get a heart connection with the Holy Spirit during the mundane things of natural life. We cannot set aside our responsibilities.

E. We must make the necessary efforts to encounter the Bridegroom. We cannot get oil on the run. We must make time in our busy schedules to cultivate a life of prayer and the Word. 
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