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Session 8 – The Majestic Beauty of Jesus (Song 5:10-6:1)
I. Review from last session

A. The Bride has prayed in Song 4:16 that Jesus would send the north and south winds to her heart that love fragrance would flow out of it. This is the turning point of the entire storyline. The north winds speak of the cold, bitter winds of testing. The south winds speak of the warm winds of blessing. She knows she needs both for mature love for Jesus to come forth from her heart.

B. Jesus first answers her prayer by sending the north winds of testing. He first removes His manifest presence from her – she can no longer feel His nearness. Second, He removes her ministry, she no longer has a “place to serve in the body.” This 2-fold test is related to her 2-fold life vision to be a extravagant lover of God (draw me) and to partner with Him in ministry (let us run) found in Song 1:4.

C. She charges the less mature daughters of Jerusalem that if they find Jesus, to tell Him that she is not mad at Him, but rather lovesick. She’s in it for love, she’s in it for Him. This brings them to ask her why she loves Him so much.

D. Her response to their question gives us insight into what stabilized her heart in the midst of pain, pressure and blessing.

II. THE MAJESTIC BEAUTY OF JESUS (SONG 5:10-16) 

A. She starts by making a general statement about Jesus’ beauty (Song 5:10). In her difficulty, she refers to Jesus as her Beloved or the one she loves. The NIV translates “is white” as “is radiant”. He is ruddy or red. This is a reference to His humanity. Jesus is chief among ten thousand is a metaphor denoting that Jesus is incomparably superior to all others.
10 My Beloved is white and ruddy, chief among ten thousand. (Song 5:10) 

B. Jesus’ head speaks of His sovereign headship over all creation (Eph.1:21). It is like finest gold to her. Gold speaks of divine nature. Finest speaks of the highest degree of quality and excellence.
11 His head is like the finest gold… (Song 5:11) 

1. She speaks her first confession in her trial that His leadership is perfect and of the highest quality. She says, “He is not overlooking anything when He turned His face from me.”
C. Jesus’ locks (hair, NIV) speaks of His dedication to God and His people. The Nazarite’s vow forbid one to cut their hair because it was an outward sign of their dedication to God (Num. 6). 

11 His locks (hair) are wavy, and black as a raven. (Song 5:11) 

1. His hair is "wavy and black as a raven" or his dedication is as vigorous as one with youthful energetic zeal. The wavy, black hair of a young in contrast to an old man with thinning and graying hair. In other words, Jesus’ consecration to God and His people is eternally vigorous.
2. Hair also speaks of the beauty of submission to God. Paul spoke of a woman’s hair as showing forth her glory and dedication to God’s authority (1 Cor. 11:5, 6, 15).

D. Jesus’ eyes speak of His ability to see or His omniscience (infinite knowledge, wisdom and discernment). His eyes being like doves speaks of singleness of vision (Song 1:15; 4:1). 

12 His eyes are like doves by the rivers of waters washed with milk, and fitly set. (Song 5:12) 

1. He has total clarity and fullness of insight into every dark secret. Everything is totally clear and discernable to the Lord. He discerns both our positive and our negative qualities. He sees the yes in our spirit when we fail even more clearly that we do. He sees the cry in our heart to obey Him that others may not see (Heb. 4:13; Prov. 15:3; 5:21; Rev. 2:18, 23).

2. His eyes are like dove’s speaks of singleness of vision. He rejects everything that is displeasing to the Father. Jesus gave the same affirmation to her in 1:15 and 4:1. His eyes are loyal to His Father and to His Bride.

3. Jesus carefully notices His friends as well as His enemies. This aspect of His personality is hated by the ungodly, but for those who are sincerely His, this is exceedingly pleasing. He is always watching and calling us beautiful. He can see the sincerity of our heart through each stage in our progression to maturity in love.

4. He sees the secret movements of our heart towards Him in love, values them, counts them as real, and rewards us for them. He rewards for every small act of obedience especially those hidden from the eyes of others (Mt. 6:1-6, 16-18). He remembers and rewards all because He sees all. Beloved, This is good news for us!

5. When we understand that God knows us (have revelation of ‘His eyes’) we don’t have to tell our own glory stories. Many people feel that no one understands them or their pressures. He alone knows our frame and the way we feel great pressures.
E. Jesus’ cheeks reveal His emotional make-up including His passions and pleasures. Our emotions are expressed in our cheeks. They are windows into one’s emotions enabling us to discern if a person has joy, sadness or anger. Jesus' emotional life is like a bed of spices. Banks of scented herbs speaks of the extravagant amount and diversity of fragrance of His affections. 

13 His cheeks are like a bed of spices, like banks of scented herbs. (Song 5:13) 

1. The cheeks are windows into His emotions. You can tell the emotional state of a person by looking at their cheeks. The reveal the internal emotional state, unless they are hiding it.

2. Jesus’ emotional life is like a bed of beautiful fragrant spices. As a garden is filled with delightful fragrances, so is Jesus’ emotional life. His affections are fragrant and refreshing to our soul as long as we can discern them. We must have the right image of God. We must see the pleasures and passions He has for us. A bed of spices brings a tremendous fragrance to those who are near it.

3. The delights of God are abundant and diverse as banks of scented herbs. This speaks of the extravagant fragrance of Jesus’ affections. His cheeks are not just like beds of spices, they are like banks of fragrant herbs. It is an extravagant amount.

4. There are so many different types of emotions that are fragrant. Many think that the only emotion God has is joy which is followed by anger and wrath. His emotions are very diverse. Jesus’ emotional make-up is filled with passion, delight and longing for us. Jesus also has passion for His Father, His creation, His holiness, His angels, His kingdom, etc. His inward emotional state is like a bed of spices. There is a diversity of passions, pleasures and delights.

5. I picture the smiling Jesus who is dazzling in His splendor, filled with delightful emotions. He is the most delightful person you could ever be around. His cheeks speak of His inner beauty that is revealed through His emotions. We must become students of God’s emotions. King David, the man after God’s heart, was a student of God’s emotions.
F. Jesus’ lips speak of His words which are sweet and pure like lilies. They contain myrrh which refers to exhortations to embrace death to self. 

13 His lips are lilies, ripping with liquid myrrh. (Song 5:13) 

1. “His lips” – speak of the power of His word. This includes the Scriptures and the words spoken directly to our hearts by the Holy Spirit. His speech comes through the prophetic ministry or the ultimate prophetic ministry – the written Word.

2. His lips are like lilies: they are sweet and satisfying. Lilies speak of fragrance, innocence and purity. Jesus’ affirming words are tender and sweet like a lily. The words of most people are harsh, undermining and filled with anger (even if spoken in a “soft tone”). His word is affirming when we have the intention to obey Him. If we have no intention to obey Him, His word loses its sweetness.

3. The lilies are dripping with myrrh. Myrrh is a burial spice that speaks of suffering and embracing death to self. Jesus knows how to speak “tough love.” There is no one who speaks with the tenderness and affection that Jesus does. Yet at the same time He is at total war against that which hinders our life growing in love. He will remove everything that hinders love. He speaks directly to areas that need correction.

4. Strong meditation on the Word leads to strong affection for Jesus which leads to strong obedience. Weak meditation on the Word leads to weak affection and obedience. How many people are unfamiliar with the Word of His lips causing their soul to be weighed down with added temptation, distractions and pain? What is the primary preoccupation of our heart? We must deeply value the words from the lips of Jesus.
G. Jesus’ hands (or arms, NIV) refer to His works and activities. He has all power (omnipotent) so He can accomplish anything He pleases. Rods of gold speak of divine character. 

14 His hands are rods of gold set with beryl. (Song 5:14) 

1. His hands or His arms speak of the way He accomplishes His activities. His hands are skillful in doing everything good with perfect power.

2. His hands are rods of gold which speak of divine character. All His work is accomplished with the strength of godliness and purity. The works of Jesus in our personal lives, throughout history, in natural creation and spiritual creation are skillful and filled with divine power, purity and wisdom.

3. Beryl is a jewel. A specific, designed activity is required when something is “set”. Being deliberately set by the hand of God is in contrast with arbitrary activities. All His works are skillfully set like beautiful jewels on gold. The work of the cross was done with infinite skill.

4. Her confession is “what He is doing is for my own good, it’s not accidental. He didn’t forget me, He is deliberately allowing this to happen. He is skillfully bringing forth my heart in bridal love.” She trusted in the invisible work of God. This was the confession of her heart. When there is revelation of His activity, there will be affection for Him. The ability to see the works of His hands as beautiful and lovely is a sign of maturity. Where there is lack of discernment of His activity there will be lack of affection for Him. Unbelievers at the end of the age blaspheme God’s works of judgment instead of rejoicing in Him (Rev. 16:7, 9, 11, 21). The combination of His full power and skill results in goodness for His people.
H. Jesus’ body (or belly, KJV) speaks of His tender compassion. In Song 5:4 she says “My heart yearned,” and is translated here as body. It speaks of deep feelings or tender compassions. Jesus’ compassion is rare like ivory (and requires skill like carved ivory).
14 His body is carved ivory inlaid with sapphires. (Song 5:14) 

1. She is magnifying God’s tender mercy towards weak, sinful people. This speaks of His tender compassion. The belly speaks of the tender compassion. It speaks of the idea of yearning or compassion. Some of the greatest distinguishing features of Jesus are His feeling for those who are weak and sinful. He has such feelings of compassion. Compassion is more that just His emotions in general. It is specifically speaking of the yearning of His heart towards weak people. It is natural for kings of the earth to be intolerant of weak sinful people and the weakness of their subjects. In the midst of their important tasks, they have impatience with the weakness and impure motives of their subjects (disloyalty). They kill or punish such subjects. Yet, Jesus rejoices in mercy towards His people. Nothing on earth compares to this aspect of God’s personality. His love is beyond our ability to fully comprehend (Eph. 3:19).
I. Jesus’ legs refer to His walk or the administration of His purposes. The legs provide the forward motion of the body. The way Jesus fulfills His purposes and proceeds in His plans are like pillars of marble. Pillars speak of strength, orderliness, and beauty. Marble was a strong and permanent type of building material. Jesus’ ways are strong, lovely, permanent, established. 

15 His legs are pillars of marble set on bases of fine gold. (Song 5:15) 

1. Legs speak of the way to walk forward in order to fulfill one’s purposes. Ps. 147:10 says that the Lord takes no pleasure in the legs of a man. Man’s legs speak of his strength to fulfill his activities.
2. Pillars speak of great strength, dignity, and endurance under pressure. Marble is a strong, beautiful and permanent building material. It is a beautiful type of rock.
3. His legs are like marble (rock) which cannot be manipulated or overpowered. They are sure and can be counted on. God’s plans are executed with strength, dignity and order. They have endurance. They do not fail under pressure.

J. Jesus’ countenance speaks of His impartation of glory to His people. David prayed, “Lord lift up the light of your countenance on us.” This was a prayer for manifestations of God to come to His people. Lebanon is symbolic of that which is stately and honorable (Song 4:8, 11, 15). 

15 His countenance is like Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. (Song 5:15) 

1. His countenance speaks of the impartation of God to His people. David’s prayer was that God would intervene with the impartation of discernable manifestations of Himself to His people. When the light of God shines on the human heart, God is imparting things into the heart.

2. The Father wants to impart the graces of godliness. He has an infinite power to impart to you godly traits like wisdom, purity and passion. He especially wants to impart His affection for Jesus. He wants us to love Jesus the way He does.

3. When God shines His countenance on your heart, He is imparting His manifest presence. There is nothing more satisfying and pleasurable to the human heart as the release of the countenance of God on the soul.
K. Jesus’ mouth is associated with intimacy with His people throughout the Song. In Song 1:2, the mouth was introduced in the Song in context to the kisses of His mouth which refers to intimacy with God. His mouth is distinct from His words as signified by His lips (Song 5:13). Intimacy with God is most sweet because nothing delights her heart more than this.
16 His mouth is most sweet… (Song 5:16) 

1. His mouth speaks of intimate communication because she longed for the kisses of His mouth. Mouth was defined at the very beginning of the Song as related to the kisses of intimacy.

2. He wants to enlarge our capacity to receive more from God. This is the final attribute she is extolling here. This is a statement of her desire for intimacy with Him, being greater than everything else. This statement parallels her earlier cry in 1:2, where she asked for the kisses of Him mouth because His love is better than wine. She is asking for the deepest things that God will give to her. This is the most pleasing experience to our heart. Nothing delights her soul more than intimacy with Him. It is literally the “most sweet” experience that we can have.
3. When the Holy Spirit touches our human spirit it is more pleasurable than anything: physical, emotional or mental pleasures. It is not an accident that this declaration of Jesus’ beauty comes right after the light of His countenance. “When You impart Your heart to me it is the sweetest thing.”
4. In long dry seasons of waiting on God in prayer and fasting we need to “go without” some of the stimulus that is so prevalent in the Western Culture. We are so stimulus driven. Turn off the music, put the food away, turn off the phone. We need to get in isolation and quietness. It will surprise us, we will soon find that His mouth is most sweet. Our lives are kept so stimulated by the good things. Our lives are so cluttered with background noise. We’re afraid of raw silence and isolation. If we will persevere in it, we will begin to discover what the saints throughout history found: His mouth is most sweet.

5. She is ending with the height of her declaration: “Intimacy with God is the sweetest thing I can know!” That is how she ends her description of His attributes. There’s nothing that delights her soul more than intimacy with Jesus. The most immediate response to His countenance shining on our heart is desiring the kisses of His mouth. The more we feel, the more we want. God revealing God to our hearts expands our capacity to receive more love from Him and give more back to Him.
L. Jesus is altogether lovely. This is a summary statement. The One she loves is the One she calls her friend. He is not only radiant in His majesty but He humbled Himself to be our friend. 

16 Yes, He is altogether lovely. This is my Beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem! (Song 5:16) 

1. The Jesus depicted by the religious world is so different from the Jesus depicted by the Bride. All of His attributes flow together in perfect unity comprising the loveliest person imaginable. This is who Jesus is in reality. It is impossible to fully comprehend His matchless beauty. We desire to see all of Jesus’ different faces.

2. With overflowing gladness she presented Jesus as the glorious answer to their question. She shouts “This is my Beloved! This is my Friend! This is the One I love! He’s beautiful, Oh, how I love Him!” She tells the daughters, “Now you can see why I’m not offended at Him in times of testing and difficulty.” When they asked “Who is He?” she responded by magnifying Jesus Christ.

III. SECOND QUESTION: WHERE IS HE THAT WE MAY SEEK HIM WITH YOU? (SONG 6:1) 

1 Where has your Beloved gone, O fairest among women? Where has your Beloved turned aside, that we may seek Him with you? (Song 6:1) 

A. The conversation that began between the Bride and the daughters in Song 5:8 is continuing. Here the daughters see the Bride’s intimacy with Jesus and conclude that she knows something about Jesus that they do not know. Therefore, they ask a second question, “Where is your Beloved that we may seek Him like you do?” We want to know Him like you do. We want what you have.
B. The Bride’s answer in Song 5:10-16, cause the daughters to change the question from "What is He?" to "Where can we find Him?" They are no longer content to serve Jesus at a distance. They ask the same question the Bride asked in Song 1:7, "Where does Jesus feed His flock?"
C. The daughters of Jerusalem want to seek Jesus with the Bride (Song 6:1d). The Bride's proclamation of Jesus’ beauty stirs them to seek after Jesus with passion. They are now willing to let go of their “other beloveds”. We all have “other beloveds” until we see Jesus’ splendor. The Bride’s testing results in the lives of others being dramatically changed. We never know who is watching us as we love Jesus in our difficulties. 
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