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The Tenderness of Jesus
I. Jesus is the bridegroom

A. Jesus is the Bridegroom, not just like a bridegroom. The picture of how a husband in his passion desires his wife is one way we understand the powerful emotions that Jesus feels for us. However, humanities emotion, passion, and affection are far less in intensity and commitment compared to what Jesus feels for us.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her… 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the Church. (Eph. 5:25-29)
B. We are the His bride. Being the bride of Christ refers to a position of privilege before God. Men are the bride of Christ just as women are sons of God. As sons of God, we have access to God’s power. As the bride of Christ, we have access to God’s heart.
C. We have been given to Holy Spirit to dwell in us so that we could know the deep things of God’s heart. The Holy Spirit has a deep and fierce friendship with Jesus. Jesus is always the predominate theme and subject on the Holy Spirit’s heart. He loves to declare who Jesus is to us.

9 “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”  10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. (1 Cor. 2:9-11)

13 The Spirit of truth…will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He (Holy Spirit) will glorify Me (Jesus), for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. (Jn. 16:13-14)
II. He deals with us in great tenderness

35 Your gentleness has made me great. (Ps. 18:35)
A. The central issue related to maturing is in understanding how God feels for us, especially in our weakness. Revelation of His heart (the knowledge of God) is the only way to become mature lovers of God. As we understand what He is like, we relate to Him differently.

4 For our weapons of warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds (agreements with darkness), 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, brining every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. (2 Cor. 10:4-5)
B. Jesus relates to us with tenderness. In our weakness, He does not “write us off.” He does not retaliate in the way man does. He suffers long with our sinful responses (Jl. 2:13; Ps. 145:8-9; 1 Pt. 2:3)

4… the goodness of God leads you to repentance… (Rom. 2:4)
C. Jesus is gentle in the way He leads. He is not a “harsh-taskmaster” or a demanding coach who has no tolerance for weakness. He is completely un-like us in the way He deals with weakness.
D. Jesus defines us by the desires (motives) in our heart rather than by our attainment of maturity. The difference between mature love and immature love is that mature love has follow through. However, immature love is still real love – it is not hypocritical. Jesus defines us by the things He sees budding in our hearts. He sees the love in our heart and defines our relationship with Him by that.
1. He calls us beautiful and lovers of God based on the desires of our heart to be lovers. He does not define us by our failures. Why? He is a lover and He is looking for a bride. He feels such strong passion for us that even in our weakness, His love is not quenched. Your weakness, stumbling, and arguments for why you don’t measure up are nothing compared to the resolve and passion in His heart to have an equally yoked bride. Just because we are moody and weak in our love does not mean He is.
E. Jesus calls us forth by what He sees budding in our hearts. Jesus sees inside our heart and motives, not just what we attain outwardly. This is good news. He sees the hidden movements of our hearts when  no one else sees. We may be understood and written off by everyone else, but God sees how our heart moves. He sees how we desire Him and it really matters and counts to Him (Mt. 6:4, 6 ,18)

7 The LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart. (1 Sam. 16:7)
1. Many have used the reality that God sees in secret as a way to “scare people into obedience.” While it is true, He does see everything – good and bad – God seeing in secret is very good news to the sincere.

3 When you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. (Mt. 6:4)
2. Jesus then defines us by and brings us forth into maturity by what He sees in the secret place of our heart. I call this the prophetic heart of the Bridegroom God. He calls us dedicated, faithful, lovers of God, strong, etc. even when we are not yet fully walking in these realities, but have a resolute heart to walk in them.
III. our love moves his heart

A. It’s hard to imagine that God is moved by our love, yet even our weak love moves Jesus’ heart. Even the weakest sincere believer moves the heart of Jesus with their reaches to love Him.

9 You have ravished (taken by force) my heart, My sister, My spouse; You have ravished My heart with one look of your eyes… (Song 4:9)
B. Our weak love counts. He doesn’t scorn our love – however little or small it may be. Even though we may feel nothing, when we set our hearts to intentionally obey and love Jesus it has dynamic impacts on His heart – it really moves Him with love.

10 How fair is your love, My sister, My spouse! How much better than wine (the best of this world, even the God-given pleasures) is your love… (Song 4:10)
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