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Session One: Why Study the End-Times?

Session One: Why Study the End Times?
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are from the New King James Version.
I. premise: the study of jesus’ leadership
A. The study of End-Times is the study of a Man more than a study of events. There are 89 chapter (the Gospels) highlighting the first coming of Jesus. Likewise, there are over 100 chapters highlighting the Second Coming of Jesus as their main theme.
B. The gospels reveal Jesus’ heart, power and leadership during His first coming. The Jesus revealed in the End-Time Scriptures is the same Jesus operating with the same heart and the same power of the Holy Spirit as His first coming.

1. First Coming – 89 chapters reveal His heart and leadership

2. Second Coming – 100+ chapters reveal His heart and leadership
C. In His first coming, Jesus came in meekness. He came with the accomplishment of redemption of humans on His heart. He came to purchase a bride for Himself and a family for the Father.

D. In His second coming, Jesus is coming to rule over the whole earth. He is coming to establish His Father’s Kingdom and prepare a people and the earth for the Father to come and dwell on earth with human beings forever (Millennial Kingdom). He is coming back to vindicate His persecuted bride, take vengeance on the wickedness of man, and take ownership of the earth.
E. The book of Revelation is the Revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). It reveals His heart, power and leadership. The book of Revelation is not an optional subject for the Church.

F. The generation the Lord returns is the most written about generation in Scripture. Over 100 chapters have the End-Times as their main theme.

G. Scripture gives significant information about the End-Times. Why? To prepare the bride to be victorious in love and power during the most dramatic time in human history. One of the most sobering questions is asked in Joel 2. Who will be able to stand (un-offended) on the day that God manifests His leadership across the whole earth (Day of the Lord)?
H. This is the one generation that God has chosen to announce with prophetic signs that increase in intensity as we get closer to the return of Jesus. Signs include:

1. Supernatural signs in heaven and on earth

2. Trends in society

3. Political, military, religious, scientific, technological and economical developments
I. God calls it wisdom to understand (Rev. 13:18; 17:9) these things because it means life and death for us. Scripture requires those who are living in that generation to know and prepare accordingly (Mt. 24:32-34; Lk. 21:25-29; 1 Thess. 5:1-6; 2 Thes. 2:1-11)
J. God promised to give these signs as an expression of His mercy that the generation could know and make the necessary preparations. They are like a weather station to the Church that signals trouble before it comes. Example: The National and Local weather stations that warned citizens of Galveston and Houston, TX for a week that Hurricane Ike was going to be devastating.
K. Israel did not recognize the time of her visitation and came under judgment for being unresponsive (Lk. 19:43-44).

L. The prepared prophetic church alone will have the answer and keep many from being offended at God. Principle in God’s judgment: God will use the least severe means to reach the greatest amounts of people at the deepest levels of love without violating anyone’s free will in training the future leaders of the earth.
II. why should we study eschatology?

A. It makes us diligent and live differently: ‘A Living Hope’

B. Jesus studied eschatology.

1. Jesus was a student of eschatology. (Luke 4:16-20; Mt. 24). Many times Jesus references huge eschatology scriptures in His sermons, etc. Unless we think we are more in touch with reality than Jesus, we should be making eschatology a regular part of our Christian lives.

C. God put it in the Bible.

1. The Holy Spirit saw fit to devote enormous sections of scripture to the End-Times. Why would He put it in there only for us to overlook?

D. It is too serious to ignore / We may live to see these events.

1. Anyone who has ever read the book of Revelation knows how serious it is. The simple fact that it is Biblically possible for our generation to be here during the unfolding of these events should create urgency for holiness and to give ourselves wholly to them. (Read Mt. 24:9-13)
E. It gives us Biblical vision to contend for.
1. End-Time prophecy in its simplest form is vision for what God wants to establish on the earth in fullness by which we can contend for what is on His heart in fullness instead of our small vision.
F. Certainty of Victory

G. Confidence in Sovereignty – we live in peace not in panic

H. Continuity – what we do now matters

I. Fascination – Revelation of the Beauty of Jesus (Isa. 4:2; 28:5; 33:7)

J. Direction

K. Urgency – What’s coming impacts what we do now. Intercession can minimize or avoid judgment on a geographical area, pockets of mercy (Jl. 2:13-14; Zeph. 2:3), Spiritual depth (fasted lifestyle)

L. Braced – gives us the right expectations for the future. We can endure more, we make the right choices now because of a correct vision (right expectation) of the future.

M. Faith for breakthrough – God desires to establish pockets of mercy (revival centers; cities of refuge)
N. Courage – God cares for us, God is in control, courage to proclaim it to others.

O. Confidence to Study – As revelation is released we have more zeal to go deep in End-Time Scriptures

P. Warned – discernment to avoid seductions, what not to do. (Ex. Not receiving the mark of the beast, not participating in the prosperity of the great harlot economic system)

III. COMMON MIS-CONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE END-TIMES

A. Eschatology is impossible to understand.

1. The End Times are not too hard to understand. They are all understandable. We take Scripture at face-value unless otherwise told to interpret it symbolically. It is a lie that it is too hard to understand. Much of the theological-scholar community is so filled with unbelief that they complicate End-Time scriptures so many cannot understand. The Bible was not mostly written for scholars, The majority of people to ever live on earth were ‘third world peasants’ who did not have all the study helps. God mostly had these people in mind when He wrote the Bible. The key to interpretation is not a keen mind, rather revelation from the Holy Spirit that comes through prayer, fasting, and diligence.
B. Eschatology is irrelevant.
1. Eschatology is the study of the beauty of Jesus. It accelerates our hearts into love with Him as we discover His beauty and wrestle with Him in prayer over difficult to accept passages that portray who He really is versus who we think Him to be. It is mostly a study about Him and not about the events that surround His coming, although those are an important part of it.

2. All of the New Testament writers had the return of Jesus as a very significant part of their writings, teachings, and daily lives. What did they understand, 2000 years ago, that we do not? If they were close, how much more is it a necessary topic now?
C. End-Time Scriptures are mostly symbolic.

1. All should be taken literally unless otherwise noted (Rev. 1:20; 5:6; 11:8; 12:1, 3, 9; 17:7, 9)
D. Every generation believed they were the final generation.

1. Except for the apostle’s generation, there has only been less that 1% of Christians throughout each generation who actually believed they would see the return of Jesus. Only in the apostle’s generation was a there a universal sense that they would see the return of Jesus. We see this beginning to happen in our generation again, for the first time since the first century (just look at eschatological book sales in the last decade).

E. We will not be here when these events unfold.

1. The truth is that we will be here when these events unfold. Scripture clearly shows that the rapture of the saints occurs after the Great Tribulation, not before. I encourage you to refuse any ‘preconceived ideas’ regarding events in the End-Times and only accept what you can clearly see for yourself as you study out the End-Times. Do not quickly accept my views. Truth is not hurt by careful study, rather it is confirmed. Refuse anything that you cannot clearly see in Scripture for yourself.
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