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Session 2 – Eagerly Desiring to Prophesy
I. the invitation of the prophetic
A. Prophetic words are an invitation into the very heart and emotions of God. The invitation to “prophesy” is an invitation to be caught up into the divine swirl of the emotions of God’s heart. We are opening our hearts to feel what He feels.

1. The invitation of a prophet is so much more than a mere transfer of information. It's an invitation to get caught up in the very emotions of God. It's an invitation into His heart, His feelings. The invitation of a prophet is incredibly invasive - there are not areas of your heart and life that are off-limits. You are so much more than a mouth-piece, you are sharing in and feeling His emotions. We can speak the Word with the same emotion that He feels for it when we feel what He feels (Ex. Hosea’s prophetic marriage).
1 Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, JUST LIKE the love of the LORD for the children of Israel, who look to other gods…” (Hos. 3:1)
B. Prophetic words are an invitation to dive deep into a life of radical abandonment, prayer, fasting and the Word to contend for their full release. They are intended to provide fuel to go deep in God. By speaking a “prophetic promise” over us, He is cultivating hunger in us.
18 This charge I commit to you… according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage good warfare. (1 Tim. 1:18)
C. Prophetic words are an invitation to intimacy with God. They are intended to get us “into the conversation” or to get us to interact with Him. He is after our heart. As we interact with Him, we discover what He is like and our hearts are accelerated into lovesickness as we behold Him (2 Cor. 3:18)
37 Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38 This is the first (highest dream of God’s heart for us) and great (greatest impact on us, God, and those around us) commandment. (Mt. 22:37-38)
D. Prophetic words give us a vision to reach for so that we wouldn’t “wander aimlessly.” Many believers waste their lives in vain pursuits (even “noble” ones such as ministry), settling for a “second class citizen status” in the kingdom of God. They have become content to live without a vibrant heart. God’s highest vision and calling for our lives is to become extravagant lovers of Jesus. Prophetic words help us dive into the heart of God where we find our ultimate destiny and purpose – to love Jesus with all of our being.
18 Where there is no (prophetic) revelation, the people cast off restraint (wander aimlessly, perish)… (Prov. 29:18)
II. PROPHECY: THE MINISTRY OF SUPERNATURAL ENCOURAGEMENT

6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all. (1 Cor. 12:6-7)

3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. (1 Cor. 14:3) 
A. It is easy to think of prophecy as a mysterious unveiling of a profound secret or a prediction of a distant future event. While sometimes prophecy does unveil secrets and predict future events, this is by far not the primary expression of prophecy.

B. Prophecy is supernatural encouragement. Barnabas was called the “Son of Encouragement.” Do you have a vision for pressing in for the spirit of prophecy that you may have the ministry of encouragement? The enemy accuses us and accuses God’s heart 24 hours a day. Prophecy is one of God’s mightiest weapons to keep us from quitting under difficulty or discouragement. How glorious that we get to participate in this!
C. Practical Tips for Prophesying in our homes, meetings, with the lost, in the prayer room, etc. 

1. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you an encouragement for friends, co-workers, family members, etc. Stay away from directional prophecy, marriage, babies, finances, etc. Focus in on encouraging the believer in their calling and in their position before God.

2. The Holy Spirit loves to speak to us about the lost. Ask Him. (1 Cor. 14:24-25)
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. (1 Cor. 14:24-25)
3. Dial down, no Divine signature needed. Pray the verse or impression that God gives you and let the Holy Spirit do the rest. Avoid having a dramatic style and overt physical movements and manifestations that cause the person receiving prayer to feel they “must” believe this is from God. Address the person with humility, remembering that they are the bride of Christ. 
4. Be faithful to follow the subtle nudges of the Holy Spirit. Give expression to impressions. We may hear what seems to be the faintest of whispers, but the faintest whisper from the Genesis 1 God can be life-changing, transforming and empowering to the hearer. 
5. As you are praying for the person, dialogue with the Holy Spirit asking what God is doing in the life of this believer. Pray what you hear, and ask God to give you a scripture for them.
III. prophetic words
A. In the Old Testament, the consequences for an incorrect prophetic word was high. Those found a false prophets were to be stoned to death. An accurate prophetic word carried the weight of your life.
B. In the New Testament, however, we find a new model of prophetic ministry – one in which all believers could prophesy. It reveals God’s heart for “all to be prophets.”

29Oh, that all the Lord’s people were prophets…that He would put His Spirit upon them!(Num 11:29)
C. The Holy Spirit is freely available to all desire Him. With this, however, comes a new model of prophetic ministry.

D. Three Levels of Prophetic Ministry:

1. Simple Prophecy: any believer who speaks something God has brought to mind. We are all to earnestly seek to prophesy (1 Cor. 14:1, 39). All men and women, old and young are to speak forth words from God (Acts 2:17). Yet, “not all are prophets.”
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? (1 Cor. 12:29)

a) These are most often simple impressions that God brings to mind. These include words of knowledge (specific information regarding the physical, spiritual, emotional status of someone). Occasionally, this includes receiving “visions” (mental pictures) or dreams. They speak (mostly using their own words) an idea that God has brought to mind. These words are given in a small group setting or in the ministry time (not publicly on the mic).
2. Prophetic Gifting and Ministry: Believers whose gifting has been recognized for regular ministry in the local church. They will receive words and dreams on a regular basis and will have “open visions” on occasion (i.e. angelic visitations, audible voice, etc.). They will sometimes receive detailed information such as names, faces, dates, and future events. They occasionally operate in other sign gifts (healing, miracles, deliverance, etc). These people are gifted in that they receive unusual amounts of revelation, but are still being trained. They have words of correction and direction that they should write and submit to leadership.
3. Office of the Prophet: believers whose ministry is like the prophets of the Old Testament. They give correction, direction and bring new emphasis in the Church body. They minister in signs and wonders and regularly prophesy with great accuracy.
a) They predict future events with accuracy. They have a regular flow of divine revelation including open visions, prediction of natural events (weather patterns, political developments, etc). their words may be confirmed through natural signs (earthquakes, storms, droughts). Their words carry authority as they speak with much great accuracy. They must have a proven ministry (that may take years).
4. There is a significant distinction between simple prophecy and the office of a prophet. Simple prophecy is limited to edification, exhortation and comfort. The Office of the Prophet may make corrections, and establish directions for a ministry or nation. Everyone can function in simple prophecy. Only a few function in the office of a prophet.
a) Simple prophecy is to enrich people’s spiritual life, not give them direction or correction in the domestic areas of their lives. Each believer that prophesies regardless of their level of gifting is valuable in building up the body of Christ, which is a high honor and privilege.
E. There are three parts to the prophetic word: Revelation (what is said), Interpretation (what it means) and Application (what to do about it). The effectiveness of prophecy depends upon the right understanding of all three parts. We can have true revelation and wrong interpretation or application. All three are necessary if the word is to benefit someone. The effectiveness of the prophetic word greatly depends upon the maturity of the individual who is giving the word.

1. Revelation (what is said): The starting point of the prophetic is receiving revelation from God. Some believers get tripped up at this point because they do not believe God speaks today and, even if He does speak, He doesn’t speak to them.
a) The wisdom of God is accessible to all believers through the indwelling Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-16). The Spirit of God takes from and communicates the wisdom of God to our hearts as our teacher.

b) God has chosen to vary the clarity, intensity, and means of His revelation. This can make it difficult to perceive when God is actually speaking to us. If we want to grow in the prophetic we must cultivate a hearing ear and become familiar with the ways in which God speaks to us.

c) Scripture is the primary means through which we hear the voice God. If we want to be a prophetic people, we must cultivate a deep love and familiarity to the word of God above all. 

d) While Scripture is the primary means through which God speaks to us, there are many other ways: through nature, through life circumstances and experiences, dreams and visions, angelic visitations, audible voice, impressions

2. Interpretation (what does it mean): On occasion, God may simply want us to deliver the piece of information we have received, however, usually he reveals the piece of information because he wants to convey a message to an individual or a group of people. It is important that we maintain dialogue with the Holy Spirit in the process of receiving a prophetic word. Ask questions about what you have heard and expect to receive answers.

a) When the Lord reveals a piece of hidden information to us, it is important that we ask Him what it means. If we do not get the correct interpretation of the message, it may cause more harm than good. For example, if the Lord reveals an issue of pain or sin in someone’s life it is probably because God wants to set them free rather than expose their secrets before the whole world.

3. Application (what do I do about it): Simply because God reveals something to us does not automatically follow mean that we have to communicate anything at all. Often, God will reveal something to us so that we can pray for the will of the Lord to be done in a particular situation. There are a series of questions that we need to ask the Lord before delivering a prophetic word:

a) Who is this word for? (Me, individual, or group?)

b) How should I communicate this word? (If at all)

c) When should I communicate this word? (God may give us a word many months or years before it is appropriate to communicate it)

4. Our accuracy in the prophetic will increase as we grow in our ability to interpret and apply the revelation He gives us, bearing in mind: God speaks accurately, man hears inaccurately (we usually perceive revelation with mixture), and man prophesies in part.
5. We must weigh the prophetic words as we test everything, holding fast to what is good without despising prophecy (1 Cor. 14:29; 1 Thes. 5:20-21).
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