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Review: Establishing a House of Prayer
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run (compete), but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. (1 Cor. 9:24)

16 That He (God) would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph. 3:16-19)
I. the church of philadelphia

A. The promise of God to the church of Philadelphia, “The Faithful Church”:

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 'These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 8 I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name… 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. (Rev. 3:7-12)

B. The little church with little influence, little wealth, and a little strength stays steady under pressure:

1. Jesus identifies Himself to them by the designation “true” or “genuine”
2. The One who is fully authentic, the very essence of reality itself, is the very definition of faithfulness and trust and has evaluated this little church with little influence and found it real, authentic, and faithful and true to their charge (His word and His command).

3. Their incredible reward – while others will come and go in the assignments He gives, they will become an immovable pillar in the temple of His Father and “go out no more”; where the eternal assignments of others may change, theirs will never change.

4. Jesus often used eternal reward to motivate humans to steadiness and perseverance. Rewards really do motivate us, and they are not a ‘bad’ thing to reach for. We need a paradigm shift in how we approach eternal rewards.

II. anna’s diligence in intercession
36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. (Lk. 36-38)

A. In Luke 2, we get a small glimpse into the lifestyle of one intercessor before Jesus’ first coming. Anna operated in a supernatural grace that sustained her lifestyle of prayer for around 60 years. She did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 
B. Just like Anna before Jesus’ first coming. God is raising up Full-Time Intercessory Missionaries (Annas) before Jesus’ second coming, whose primary occupation is to stand before God in the place of worship and intercession contending for the fullness of justice to be released in the earth.

C. Anna was the first recorded ‘outworking’ of Isaiah’s prophecies in Isaiah 62:6-7. In this passage, God commits to speak (not keep silent) and release power (not rest) until His people are burning and shining. The power of her life was whatever God spoke and did in her. She was not unusually dedicated to God, she received an unusual amount of revelation from God.

1 For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace (will not keep silent), and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest (will not be inactive), until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that burns. (Isa. 62:1)

III. prophetic ministry is not optional, it’s a necessity

18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare. (1 Tim. 1:18)

A. We have all been given an assignment from God. This includes our internal calling, our external calling, and our eternal calling. In these three arenas, God gives us revelation, which draws us out of complacency.

B. Paul taught that it was the prophetic words given to an individual or corporate body that gives them fuel to persevere in their calling. Prophecy is ‘simply’ an invitation to partnership with God as we ‘see’ by revelation what is in Jesus’ heart for us.

10 The testimony of Jesus is the spirit (fuel; inspiration) of prophecy. (Rev. 19:10)

IV. The need for vision: living a focused life

18 Where there is no vision, the people perish. (Prov. 29:18; KJV)
A. Solomon said in Proverbs 29:18, that if there is no vision (or prophetic revelation) the people “cast of restraint” or wander aimlessly. Without a vision for our lives we live unrestrained in all of the issues of life. With a vision, every aspect of our lives becomes consumed with the vision and we live with great “restraint” in order to laid hold of the vision. We must have a vision to go deep in God.

B. One of the main components of “persevering” is to have a vision that will sustain our heart in steadiness for decades. The “radicalness” of the Sermon on the Mt. lifestyle is sustainable for decades with a vision to go deep in God.

C. At IHOP as well as in our personal lives, we need a clear vision of what we are really reaching for, so we are not just “going through the motions” We must lay hold of the reality that what we do today has significant impacts on tomorrow and helps us attain our vision.
D. ‘Prophetic Vision’ comes in many applications: 1) God gives a word. 2) The leaders make it known to those around. 3) The vision must be continually renewed before us to keep us faithful to what God originally spoke.
2 Then the LORD answered me and said: “ Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.” (Hab. 2:2)

E. Peter taught that the end of all things is at hand and because we are very near the coming of Jesus we must be serious and watchful in your prayers. We must focus in on that which is most important, not letting the ‘peripheral things’ distract us from the necessity before us.
7 The end of all things is at hand…be serious (sober; focused) and watchful in your prayers. (1 Pet. 4:7
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