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The Magnificence of Jesus as a Man of War

I. THE STUDY of Armegeddon AND THE BEAUTY OF JESUS

A. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose is for Jesus to come back to fully establish His Kingdom rule over all the earth as He joins the heavenly and earthly realms together. God’s purpose has always been for God and His people to live together in this way. This is the interpretive key to understanding the End-Times. Without this foundational revelation, confusion is inevitable when studying the End-Times.
9 Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10)

B. The unfolding of human history as understood according to the Divine mystery impacts us and changes our emotional chemistry.   God devised a plan that, as He unfolds it to our hearts, causes us to grow in the experiencing of the romance of the Gospel.
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! (Rom. 11:33)

C. The study of End-Times is about both the unveiling of events and the beauty of the Person of Jesus.  Somehow Jesus’ divine leadership is powerfully and intricately knit together with revelation of His beauty.  As the administration and the Person of Christ are revealed, so are the beauty and the glory of God the Father.  The study of End-Times shows us God’s sovereignty over human history.   
D. The primary objective of the subject concerning the Armageddon Campaign is the discovery of the beauty of Jesus’ personality.  Studying the subject fills our hearts with wonder and our hearts are enlarged in love.

24 This is the day (the day of the Lord) the LORD has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)
2 And I saw…those who have the victory over the beast…standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. 3 They sing…saying: “Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! 4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments have been manifested.” (Rev. 15:2-4)
E. There is divine information, divine treasures, in the heart of Jesus concerning the Day of His vengeance that He longs for us to know.

4 For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come. (Isa. 63:4)
F. In Isaiah 6:3 the seraphim around the throne worship the Captain of the armies. They peer into Jesus’ presence and declare the beauty of His majesty to one another as they perceive God’s holy plan.

12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into. (1 Pet. 1:12)
And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory! (Isa. 6:3)
G. The study and meditation of the subject of Armageddon brings us to a place of encountering the knowledge of God found in the revelation of Christ Jesus. The book of Revelation is titled by the Holy Spirit, ‘The Revelation of Jesus Christ.’ What God does is Who He is.
1 The Revelation (unveiling of something previously hidden) of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place. (Rev. 1:1)
II.  the lord is a man of war

3 The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is His name. (Ex. 15:3)
A. There is warfare and a fighting dimension related to the execution of God’s plan. This plan will not be executed without a battle. He came to defeat the enemy at the cross, to make a public spectacle of the devil, and render realms of darkness powerless now.  He will also come and engage in a battle in the realm of the natural – the battle of Jerusalem. The spiritual battle will manifest in the flesh.
B. It’s ironic to me that the people of God at the time of Jesus’ first coming were looking for a man of war (the expression of Jesus in the Second Coming) or a political messiah, not a ‘savior from themselves’. The people of God today, near the second coming of Jesus, are waiting for the spiritual Savior who walks in our weak definition of love. Jesus’ self-revelation as a man of war will greatly disrupt many in the Church for a season.

C. The purpose of His 1st Coming and the cross was to lay a foundation of the future political and economic kingdom to be built upon.  He came to lay the foundation called the Sermon on the Mount by writing His law, His value system, upon the hearts of those who say yes to His leadership.   He came to lay the foundation of His coming kingdom. Christ is the foundation (1 Cor. 3:10), but the expression of that foundation is the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). 

16 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him (the cross); and His own righteousness, it sustained Him. (Isa. 59:16)
D. The purpose of His 2nd Coming is to manifest the fullness of God’s government on the earth, establishing His throne in Jerusalem, which will be preceded by a military battle.

5 I looked, but there was no one to help, and I wondered that there was no one to uphold; therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me (Armageddon Campaign); and My own fury, it sustained Me. I have trodden down the peoples in My anger, made them drunk in My fury, and brought down their strength to the earth. (Isa. 63:5-6)   
E. Traditionally the subject of warfare is limited to a battle fought in the spirit. However there is a battle to be fought in the natural realm as well at the Campaign of Armageddon.  There is a revelation of the mystery of Christ as the Man of war.   

F. The Armageddon Campaign and the reality of the Lake of Fire are two sides of the same coin.  The battle culminates as Jesus throws the Antichrist and the False Prophet into the Lake of Fire.  Forever Jesus is a Man of War as He forever dispenses His wrath and eternal judgment upon the enemies of love in the Lake of Fire.
III. THE ARMAGEDDON CAMPAIGn

A. The ending of the Armageddon Campaign happens in the context of the 2nd Coming of Jesus to establish His government in the earth. The Armageddon Campaign is often thought of as an isolated battle that occurs just before Jesus returns. Actually, it’s a military campaign that lasts 3½ years and will involve many different battles. It ends with the final battle referred to as the Battle of Jerusalem, which is fought just outside of Jerusalem. The Antichrist will conduct numerous battles around the world (Rev. 6:1-6; Dan. 11:40-45) in context to the 3½-year Armageddon Campaign.

B. Crucial to the subject of the ending of the Armageddon Campaign is the understanding that the 2nd Coming involves a 3-stage procession.   This Procession begins in the sky at the 7th Trumpet (Last Trumpet; Rev. 11:15; 1 Cor. 15:52) with the Rapture and ends on the earth after the 7th Bowl, ending the Armageddon Campaign with an astonishing victory over the armies of the Antichrist at Jerusalem (Rev. 19:11-21; Zech. 12:1-13:6; 14:1-9). 
C. Armageddon is NOT the colliding of two world powers like communism and democracy or two world superpowers at war with each other bringing the earth to the edge of destruction.  Armageddon is the nations of the earth fighting against God and His armies.

12 The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with the beast. These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to the beast. THESE WILL MAKE WAR WITH THE LAMB, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful. (Rev. 17:12-14)
D. The issue of the Armageddon Campaign is Jerusalem because Jerusalem will be where the government of heaven and earth will be brought together under the Father’s authority (Zech 14:2-3;12:3, 8-9; 14:3-5).
12 This shall be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the people who fought against Jerusalem: their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets, and their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths. (Zech. 14:12) 

39 I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ (Mt. 23:39)
E. Armageddon is about establishing God’s throne in heaven and on earth in Jerusalem. 

6 Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion. (Ps. 2:6)
17 At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem.” (Jer. 3:17) 

F. Jesus will trample the nations of the earth and much blood will flow (Isa 63:1-6; Joel 3:13-14; Rev 14:19-20; Isa 66:18-24; Ps 110:6).
1 Let the earth hear, and all that is in it…2 For the indignation of the LORD is against all nations, and His fury against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to the slaughter. 3 Also their slain shall be thrown out; Their stench shall rise from their corpses, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. … 6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood…for the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Edom. 7…their land shall be soaked with blood…8 For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, the year of recompense for the cause of Zion. (Isa. 34:1-8) 

G. Armageddon is Jesus judging the nations by waging a supernatural military war against them.

11 Behold, a white horse. He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. (Rev. 19:11) 

H. There will be a three-fold gathering for war among on the nations:   
1. Demonic allurement –  (Rev. 16:13-16)
2. Divine gathering –  (Jl. 3:2, 11-12)
3. Prophetic preaching –  (Jl. 3:9)
IV. the beauty of god as a man of war – Exodus 15:11; Revelation 19:11-16

A. The primary objective of the subject concerning the Armageddon Campaign is the discovery of the beauty of Christ personality.  Studying the subject fills out heart with wonder and our hearts are enlarged in love (Ps. 118:24).
B. There is divine information, divine treasures in the heart of Christ concerning the Day of His vengeance that He longs for us to know (Isa. 63:4).
C. The central issue of the battle of Armageddon is the beauty of Jesus to the glory of the Father. At the final battle of natural history, Jesus comes wearing many crowns which speak of His manifold authority in both heaven and earth (Mt. 28:18). 

D. Jesus the Man of war is called Faithful and True:

1. The Armageddon Campaign reveals that Jesus is Faithful and True contrary to the nature of the Antichrist and His empire who will be filled with lies and empty promises – the son of perdition under the full influence of the Father of lies.  

2. The revelation of Jesus the Warrior King fills our hearts with hope because it is the revelation of the fact that He can be trusted and will follow through on all that He promised to bring: righteousness, salvation and vengeance – justice (Isa. 59:17-18).
3. Jesus will come with the authority of the Father to accomplish the task of establishing justice and love in the earth.  The revelation of Him being Faithful and True gives us insight into His splendor, the beauty of His character and His majesty.  
4. The revelation of God’s zeal and fury is what will give the church and the poor and the oppressed of the earth assurance that justice will come to those who entrust their lives under the leadership of Jesus (Isa. 9:7).
5. This final military battle that Jesus will fight is so that He can establish justice by releasing salvation on those who have said yes to His gospel and releasing vengeance on those who oppose His gospel.  
E. He will judge righteously and make war:

1. The motivations of the Son of God are filled with righteousness as He wages war against the nations of the earth.  Most wars in human history are not fought with righteous motivation to establish a kingdom under the leadership of God for the glory of God that all nations would serve God.
3 Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, with Your glory and Your majesty. 4 And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness. (Ps. 45:3-4)
2. Jesus is waging war against the Antichrist, of whom the earth is awed because of his ability to make war.  Armageddon is a response and a judgment to the earth's fascination at the Antichrist's ability to make war (Rev. 13:4).
F. His eyes were like a flame of fire:
1. The flaming eyes speak of Jesus’ ability to search the hearts and minds of His people.  His eyes speak of His infinite knowledge, wisdom, understanding, and discernment (Rev. 2:18, 23). The fire in His eyes reveal the zeal that He possesses in His being for the Father and His purposes in the earth.

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who SEARCHES THE MINDS AND THE HEARTS. And I will give to each one of you according to your works. (Rev. 2:18-23)
2. Jesus will come with the judgment and the assessment of His Father so that the nations of the earth would honor the Son and so honor the Father (Jn. 5:19-23).
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