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How God Prepares Prophetic Messengers
I. introduction

A. Many have ventured out into the ‘prophetic realm’ with very little sobriety. It is often viewed as something that will establish their ‘ministry’ or their validity in the eyes of others. In various areas across our nation we can go and find reckless, dangerous prophecy intermingled with intercession. Sometimes it is an issue of blowing everything out of proportion. Others it’s an issue of over-using simple terms such as ‘God told me’ or over-claiming the amount of times you receive a ‘word from the Lord’. And still in other areas, the realm of the Holy Spirit is all but rejected, for fear of misuse or other reasons.

B. Part of my aim tonight is to call us to a real vision for understanding Jesus’ heart. As I read messages that were given by the false prophets in Ezekiel’s and Jeremiah’s day, I am stirred in my spirit about how we operate in the prophetic – and why. Their message terrifies me because we are equally susceptible to fall for the same snares that they did. Whether it was not understanding the Scripture and God’s heart, loving comfort above all else, or any combination of these things, their message did one thing that terrifies me: It minimized the call to wholeheartedness in pressing into God, thus preparing the peoples who received their message to crumble under the slightest pressure or deception. Those who heeded the message of the false prophets were severely unprepared for what was coming in the Babylonian invasion, thus costing many their lives.

3 Woe to the foolish prophets, who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing! ... 10 Because, indeed, they have seduced My people, saying, “Peace!” when there is no peace. (Ezek. 13:3, 10)

16 Do not listen the words of the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; they speak a vision of their own heart, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17 They continually say to those who despise Me, “The LORD has said, ‘You shall have peace’”; and to everyone who walks according to the dictates of their own heart, they say, “No evil shall come upon you.” 18 For who has stood in the counsel of the LORD, and has perceived and heard His word? Who has marked His work and heard it? 19 Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD has gone forth in fury – a violent whirlwind! It will fall violently on the head of the wicked. 20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His heart. IN THE LATTER DAYS YOU WILL UNDERSTAND IT PERFECTLY. 21 “I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran. I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. 22 But if they had stood in My counsel, and had caused My people to hear My words, then they would have turned them from their evil way and from the evil of their doings. (Jer. 23:16-22)

C. At the same time, I am stirred and provoked by the little understanding I have of what God’s global plan for the earth is in the days to come. This is the stirring that is in my heart.
II. god longs for us to interact emotionally with his heart
A. The highest created purpose God has for humanity is to share His heart. It’s the place of communion that we find our greatest joy and pleasure; the place where we delight ourselves in Him as we feast on Him and then He delights Himself in us as He feasts on us. It’s the place where there is a mutual exchange of love. Just as we have an inheritance in Jesus, He has an inheritance in us.
B. Jesus longs for a companion to share Himself with. We were created to love and enjoy Him. In salvation, we have been saved into the fellowship of the Trinity. We are invited into the dynamic relationship that they share. They, in eternity past, were fully satisfied in each other. We have been created to share in that relationship (Jn. 17).
31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery… I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Eph. 5:31-32)
C. Moses prophesied of God’s heart for all His people to be prophets. It spoke of God’s desire to put the Holy Spirit in us, so we could share of His very nature, feeling what He feels.

29Oh, that all the Lord’s people were prophets…that He would put His Spirit upon them! (Num. 11:29)
D. The Holy Spirit has been given to us to help us. He has a fierce loyalty to Jesus and is committed to raising up a companion for the Son. The Holy Spirit takes the deep things of God’s heart and makes them known to us. It’s a glorious reality: God is literally inside of us through His Spirit. Jesus said that it was BETTER if He left for now, so that He could send the Spirit to us.
9 “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. (1 Cor. 2:2-12)
III. how god forms a prophetic messenger
A. We stand at the edge of a generation where God will pour out His spirit in an un-measurable amount (Acts 2:17). He is raising up prophetic messengers who will embody the longings of His heart for humanity. This will come in many expressions, however the reality is the same: God longs to pour out the knowledge of His Son (more than salvation) across the whole earth as a witness to Who He is.
14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. (Hab. 2:14)
B. As the days draw darker, and natural history draws to a close, one of God’s primary vehicles in brining the most people to Jesus as the deepest levels of love is the prophetic messenger.

2 For behold, the darkness (spiritually and literally) shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the LORD will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you. (Isa. 60:2)

C. Prophetic words are an invitation into the very heart and emotions of God. The invitation to “prophesy” is an invitation to be caught up into the divine swirl of the emotions of God’s heart. We are opening our hearts to feel what He feels.

2 I sleep, but my heart is awake; it is the voice of my beloved! He knocks, saying, “Open for me, my sister, my love, my dove, my perfect one; for my head is covered with dew, my locks with the drops of the night.”… 4 My beloved put his hand by the latch of the door, and my heart yearned for him. 5 I arose to open for my beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh, my fingers with liquid myrrh, on the handles of the lock. 6 I opened for my beloved, but my beloved had turned away and was gone. My heart leaped up when he spoke. I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he gave me no answer. 7 The watchmen who went about the city found me. They struck me, they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took my veil (ministry) away from me. 8 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my beloved, that you tell him I am lovesick! (Song 5:2-8)

D. The invitation of a prophet is so much more than a mere transfer of information. It's an invitation to get caught up in the very emotions of God. It's an invitation into His heart, His feelings. The invitation of a prophet is incredibly invasive - there are not areas of your heart and life that are off-limits. You are so much more than a mouthpiece, you are sharing in and feeling His emotions. We can speak the Word with the same emotion that He feels for it when we feel what He feels (Ex. Hosea’s prophetic marriage).
1 Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, JUST LIKE the love of the LORD for the children of Israel, who look to other gods…” (Hos. 3:1)

E. Prophetic words are an invitation to dive deep into a life of radical abandonment, prayer, fasting and the Word to contend for their full release. They are intended to provide fuel to go deep in God. By speaking a “prophetic promise” over us, He is cultivating hunger in us.

18 This charge I commit to you… according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage good warfare. (1 Tim. 1:18)

F. Prophetic words are an invitation to intimacy with God. They are intended to get us “into the conversation” or to get us to interact with Him. He is after our heart. As we interact with Him, we discover what He is like and our hearts are accelerated into lovesickness as we behold Him (2 Cor. 3:18)

37 Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38 This is the first (highest dream of God’s heart for us) and great (greatest impact on us, God, and those around us) commandment. (Mt. 22:37-38)

G. Prophetic words give us a vision to reach for so that we wouldn’t “wander aimlessly.” Many believers waste their lives in vain pursuits (even “noble” ones such as ministry), settling for a “second class citizen status” in the kingdom of God. They have become content to live without a vibrant heart. God’s highest vision and calling for our lives is to become extravagant lovers of Jesus. Prophetic words help us dive into the heart of God where we find our ultimate destiny and purpose – to love Jesus with all of our being.

18 Where there is no (prophetic) revelation, the people cast off restraint (wander aimlessly, perish)… (Prov. 29:18)

IV. jesus invites us to friendship and the fellowship of sufferings

A. Paul spoke of a realm of partnership with Jesus that few enter into: the place where we share in His suffering.

10 That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death

B. This invitation into the fellowship of His sufferings speaks of sharing in how He is feeling. Jesus has real pain in His heart over people and issues. Often He is viewed as stoic and detached from all feeling and emotions, however, this is far from the truth. Jesus is filled with emotions, joys and sorrows.
C. When Jesus came to the Garden of Gethsemane, just prior to the cross, He went to pray. As He went He had the twelve with Him. Jesus told nine of the disciples to ‘sit here while I go and pray over there.’ However, He took three with Him: Peter, James and John.

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.” 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.” 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed. (Mt. 26:36-39)

D. What interests me about this passage is that when Jesus went a little farther, after leaving the nine, then He began to be deeply sorrowful and distressed. Peter, James, and John saw emotions of Jesus that the other nine didn’t.

37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me (their invitation to friendship with Jesus).” (Mt. 26:37-38)
E. These three actually shared in the emotions of Jesus, and were invited in to be a friend and comfort to Him in a time when He was in pain and sorrow.
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