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Session 1: A Great Harvest of Souls Are Waiting

I. Follow me and I will make you fishers of men!

1 So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, 2 and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets. 3 Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. 4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.” 6 And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. 7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.” 11 So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. (Lk. 5:1-11)

A. It’s in relationship with Jesus that we will catch men. It is in following Jesus. Out of relationship and intimacy flows ministry.

1. Spending time in prayer and fasting.

4 We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. (Acts 6:4)
B. Jesus was training them and teaching them, because He knew the disciples would be the ones carrying the most important message of all time.

C. Out of relationship Philip in Acts 8: heard from God, went and spoke as Christ’s Ambassador.  

D. Though the Holy Spirit leading you; Remember sharing the Gospel is God sharing Good news through you.

E. Jesus said to “follow me”.  How did you come to saving faith in Jesus Christ?  Someone took the time to talk to you.

17 Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Rom. 10:17)

12 The word of God is living and active. (Heb. 4:12)
11 God’s word does not return void. (Isa. 55:11)
II. The principle of fishing: you need to go where the fish are
A. If you want to introduce people to Jesus Christ you need to go where the people are.  The people are all around us.
B. Divine Appointments, Pray for them.
C. Get out of our comfort zone.  People are counting on us.

9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. 10 Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” (Mt. 9:9-13)
D. Ask questions:

1. If you’re life was required of you tonight where would you go?

2. If you died tonight would you be going to Heaven or hell?

E. Use of the law:

1. The heart of man is wicked, rebellious, seeking after pleasure instead of God. It says in Galatians the Law is actually a school master to lead us to Christ. The law shows the reflection of man’s heart.  Jesus Christ is the end of the law.

F. That you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. (Jn. 15:1-8) 
G. From now on you will catch men.

III. The Harvest is plentiful

A. Mark Cahill author of the book: “One Thing You Can’t do in Heaven” says when we share our faith, we are in a win/win situation. If people accept what we say, we win. If we plant the seed of God’s word, we win; and even if we are rejected, we win. This is because the bible says that when that happens, the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon us. When we contend for the faith and are rejected, we are to rejoice and leap for joy, for great is our reward in heaven   Luke 6:22,23. It is a winning situation every time you share your faith!
14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. (1 Pt. 4:14)

22 Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!  For indeed your reward is great in heaven,  for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets. (Lk. 6:22-23)
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! 36 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.” (Jn. 4:35-3-38)
B. Jesus looked upon the multitudes with compassion.
36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 10:1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. (Mt. 9:36 – 10:1 )

C. We have been forgiven so much, Jesus Christ has redeemed me, I’ve been bought, He paid for me with a very high price. I have been saved by grace through faith, not of myself.  I can not boast…

36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” (Lk. 7:36-50)
D. Compassion loves much, because you have been forgiven much. My sins are forgiven. 
E. The Iron River Laborers
F. There has always been a need for laborers!
“The cost of our non-discipleship is high for those without Christ. There are countless multitudes who are currently destined for a Christ-less eternity.” (David Platt, ‘Radical’. p. 15)

G. Have the laborers seen the great harvest of souls?
IV. Are you compelled?

16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! (1 Cor. 9:16)
“The Great commission is not a suggestion to be considered, but a Command to be obeyed!” (Hudson Taylor)
7 Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, 8 And the ends of the earth for your possession. (Ps. 2:7,8)
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