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Review: Overview of the Song of Songs
I. Introduction

A. One of the most significant faces of Jesus that the Holy Spirit will reveal in the final generation (the generation of Jesus’ Second Coming) is Jesus the Bridegroom God.

1 In that day…that you will call Me ‘My Husband,’ and no longer ‘My Master.’ (Hos. 2:16)

2 The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son. (Mt. 22:2)

1 Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who… went out to meet the bridegroom. (Mt. 25:1)
B. He will emphasize the face of Jesus the Bridegroom with tender affections and fiery passion for His bride.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her… 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish… 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Eph. 5:25-32)
C. He will emphasize the spiritual identity of the church as a cherished bride.

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!” (Rev. 22:17)

D. The Holy Spirit will fully restore the first commandment to first place in the Church before Jesus returns.

37 You shall (voluntarily) love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. (Mt. 22:37-38)

E. The impact of this will cultivate a courageous love for Jesus that will stand steady amidst the greatest pressures ever to bear down on the human heart.

11 And they (saints) overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11)

F. Being the “Bride of Christ” does not mean becoming feminine. Men are the Bride of Christ just like women are “Sons of God.” It speaks of privilege and access to God. We are “Sons of God” in that we have access to God’s throne or His power. We are heirs to royalty. We are the “Bride” in that we have access to God’s heart. We have access to the emotions of God like no other created being. So when we speak of Sons of God or Bride of Christ we are speaking of positions of privilege before God, not masculinity or femininity.

II. the song of songs reveals the affections of god

A. The Song of Songs contains something incredibly unique to the Word of God – it is the most dynamic and concentrated book in revealing the emotional capacity and makeup of God. In it we have been given access to peer into the deep movements of God’s heart. Anyone who will receive the weight of its message by turning it into prayer will experience certain inward transformation.

B. We do not receive revelation of God’s affections easily. Yet we must pursue it and receive this revelation in order to be transformed at the deepest levels.
C. The Song of Songs is an 8 chapter love song that can be interpreted many ways. The view we are going to look at is the interpretation of a love song that pictures Jesus as the bridegroom (Solomon) and the individual believer as the bride (the Shulamite).
D. The uniqueness of the Song is not in new information, but in its intense focus on holy romance. No new information about God is given (meaning the reality of a lovesick God is not a new revelation of God), just more intense and focused, which makes this a very unique book.
E. Two primary sections in the Song:

1. The first four chapters focus on the Bride understanding her inheritance in Jesus. These chapters emphasize how God views and desires her.

2. The last four chapters focus on Jesus’ inheritance in the Bride. As we seek something from Jesus, He is seeking something from us. He wants us to love Him with all of our heart (Mt. 22:37).

3. The focus of the book completely shifts right in the middle (4:16-5:1)

F. This song reveals the pattern for growing in passion for Jesus. It touches the significant principles and practical realties necessary to develop mature love for God.

1. Understanding the Song helps us identify the issues that God is specifically dealing with in our lives. It equips us to discern what God is doing in the different seasons of our lives. In our journey, we ebb and flow in and out of the testing and blessing described throughout the Song.

2. People often find themselves in two places in the Song at one time. People also often revisit the same place in the Song more than once throughout their journey. Just because we have passed a season in the Song once does not mean that we will never re-visit it again.

III. Interpreting the song of songs

A. There are two interpretations of the Song:

1. Natural Interpretation – this view depicts a natural love story between King Solomon and his bride, the Shulamite maiden. It emphasizes biblical principles that honor the beauty of love within marriage. This view has grown popular in the last 100 years.

2. Spiritual Interpretation – a symbolic interpretation to see spiritual truths in our relationship with Jesus behind the natural love story. We study the song to gain deeper understanding of our relationship with Jesus. This is the most common approach to the Song over the last 3,000 years (since Solomon wrote it).

a) Jesus is exalted in the Song. He spoke of Himself in all the Scriptures on the road to Emmaus. He went through all 39 books of the OT to speak of Himself. (Lk. 24:27)

b) The Spirit inspired Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16) and exalts Jesus in all He does. (Jn. 16:14)

c) The Spirit has a deep friendship with Jesus and a fierce loyalty to fill people with love for Jesus. It is inconceivable that the Holy Spirit would write a book without Jesus as the predominant theme on His mind. They have been together since eternity past.

d) We will have the Scripture for all of eternity. It is inconceivable that one of the books of the Bible will only be a memorabilia for the rest of eternity.

B. 3 Common Approaches to the Spiritual Interpretation

1. The relationship between Jesus and the individual believer. This approach gives spiritual principles that aid us in growing in passion for Jesus. This is the lens through which we will interpret the Song of Solomon in this study.
2. The relationship between Jesus and His corporate Church throughout history.

3. The relationship between God as the Bridegroom and ethnic Israel as His Bride (Jer. 2:2; Hos. 2:16-20; Ezek. 16:8-14, 20-21, 32, 38; Is. 54:5-6). This was the primary approach of the Scribes in the OT as well as Jewish rabbis today.

C. Guidelines for interpreting the Song of Songs:

1. You will not find something new in an allegorical interpretation that you cannot find clearly in other places in Scripture. The Song of Songs does not give new information, just a unique focus on bridal intimacy. Every form of Theology found in the Song of Songs must have basis in Scripture (especially the Pauline epistles).

IV. SONG 1:1 – THE GREATEST SONG

1 The song of songs, which is Solomon’s. (Song 1:1)

A. The Song of Songs is an eight-chapter love song which the Holy Spirit titled the ‘Song of Songs’. It implies that this is the greatest song ever written. The Song of Songs is a superlative, just like Jesus is King of kings or Lord of lords. This is and will be the greatest song ever written.

B. There are many songs recorded in Scripture (especially Psalms and Revelation). The Song of Songs is greater than every other song recorded in history. There are two songs that are sung by the redeemed on the sea of glass (Rev. 15:1-5): the Song of the Lamb and the Song of Moses. The Song of Moses is recorded in Scripture. I believe that this Song is the Song of the Lamb. I can’t imagine the Lamb’s song taking second place to the Song of Songs.

C. God is a skilled song writer. He is the author of music. This song has many levels that it speaks on. We must not limit our understanding of this Song to one interpretation. I believe that it can be interpreted many ways as long as it leads us to love Jesus and not to heresy and false teaching outside of Biblical boundaries (ex. Please don’t picture actually kissing Jesus – this is outside the boundaries of Scripture).

V. overview of the storyline
A. The main characters in the Song are:

1. Solomon (allegorically Jesus)
2. The Shulamite Maiden (The Bride)

3. The Daughters of Jerusalem (allegorically the less mature believers)
B. The Song starts with the young Shulamite hot in zeal for Jesus. She cries out for intimacy with Jesus and to partner with Him in ministry (1:2-4) but quickly runs into her weakness (1:5-7).
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth (Word)— For your love is better than wine. 3 Because of the fragrance of your good ointments, your name is ointment poured forth; therefore the virgins love you. 4 Draw me away! We will run after you…We will be glad and rejoice in you. We will remember your love more than wine. Rightly do they love you. 5 I am dark, but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, like the tents of Kedar, like the curtains of Solomon. 6 Do not look upon me, because I am dark, because the sun has tanned me. My mother’s sons were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards, but my own vineyard I have not kept. 7 Tell me, O you whom I love, where you feed your flock…for why should I be as one who veils herself by the flocks of your companions? (Song 1:2-7)

C. Throughout the rest of the book Jesus progressively reveals some of His beauty (how He feels for her, even in her weakness) and then she begins to see some of her beauty before Him.

D. As Jesus woos her from compromise and out of her shame, she commits herself to be radical in her abandonment to Him (4:6).

6 Until the day breaks and the shadows flee away (every area of compromise is gone), I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh (death to self) and to the hill of frankincense (prayer life). (Song 4:6)

E. Jesus unveils His heart as ravished (or undone) by her devotion in one of the most powerful passages in the book (4:9).

9 You have ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; you have ravished my heart with one look of your eyes, with one link of your necklace. 10 How fair is your love, my sister, my spouse! How much better than wine is your love… (Song 4:9-10)
F. The book completely shifts right in the middle (4:16 – 5:1). The first half of the book (chapters 1-4) she is focused on her inheritance in Jesus – she describes her heart as “her garden.” The second half of the book (chapters 5-8) she is focused on Jesus’ inheritance in her – she describes her heart as “His garden”

16 Awake, O north wind, and come, O south! Blow upon my garden, that its spices may flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden and eat its pleasant fruits. (Song 4:16)

G. She cries out for increased anointing to love in 4:16 by asking for the winds of testing (north winds) and the winds of blessing (south winds) to blow in her life.
H. Jesus answers her first by sending the north winds – a 2-fold test (the dark night of the soul) – and then later by sending the south winds of blessing. She comes through the testing with fiery love for Jesus (5:10-6:3). From this point on, she walks out mature bridal partnership with Jesus.
I. The book ends with Jesus inviting her to place Him as a fiery seal of love upon her heart. She gets her reward: The power to love.
5 Who is this coming up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I awakened you under the apple tree... 6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is as strong as death, jealousy as cruel as the grave; its flames are flames of fire, a most vehement flame. 7 Many waters cannot quench love, nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly despised. (Song 8:5-7)
8 Yet indeed also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered (gladly) the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ. (Phil. 3:8)
J. Jesus exhorts her one final time to keep Him as the main focus in her life – He asks to hear her voice again. She answers with the cries of love, the same cry found in the final pages of Revelation – “Come to me Jesus! Come my Beloved!”

13 Let me (Jesus) hear it (your voice)! 14 Make haste, my beloved! (Song 8:13-14)

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! (Rev. 22:20)
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