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Session 1: The Heart of Jesus at the Cross
I. introduction

35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 36”Teacher, which is the great commandment?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ (Mt. 22:35-37)

A. God has everything, yet He is searching for something. What could a God who has everything possibly want? One of the most important questions you can ask is, ‘What is God looking for?’ When we discover what He is looking for, we discover what we are looking for and understand life.

9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him. (2 Chr. 16:9)

B. God is not content to just let humanity run its course. He didn’t merely set the plans in motion and then sit back and watch them play out. He has to be involved because we are the object of His affections!

C. Jesus tells us what God is looking for – LOVE! He is looking for love responses from the heart. He is after our heart (not our talents or money, etc.). He desires voluntary wholehearted love from us. He requires that we love Him with all of our heart and strength because He loves us this way. We were created in the image of God because we were created for God!
D. Our spiritual identity defined: I’m loved by God and I am a lover of God therefore I am successful. This is what we look like to God. We are not defined by our accomplishments or our failures, but by our love for Jesus and His love for us.
10 I am my Beloved’s, and his desire is toward me. (Song 7:10)
II. cultivating passion for jesus

A. The obvious question asked when attending this conference is, ‘How do I get more passion for Jesus?’ The answer is actually quite simple. We need increased revelation of who He is. Paul prayed in Ephesians 1 that God would give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS SON. Revelation is the fuel the causes our hearts to burn with holy affection.
17 [May] the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power. (Eph. 1:17-19)

B. Our passion/fascination problem with God is that we can’t work it up in our own strength. You, in and of yourself, do not have the ability to bring forth passion for Jesus. It takes God. The Spirit who dwells inside of you is a real being whose express purpose and mission is to make Jesus known – in you and through you.
C. The Spirit gives on the basis of hunger. If we are hungry enough, we will have it, in time. If we aren’t that hungry, the Spirit won’t give it. Hunger won’t stop until it’s been satisfied. Desire is the pathway to revelation. God doesn’t reward the casual inquirer, He rewards the diligent seeker.
9 So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Lk. 11:9-13)
D. What is the highest dream of your heart? Often we are far too attached to our citizenship here on earth, and far too unattached to our citizenship in heaven. Our highest goals in life have to do with money, reputation, comfort, honor, etc. Ministry is not our reward. The reward of a lover is the power to love.
E. What is the dream of Jesus’ heart for you? Did you know Jesus thinks about you a lot?
17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 18 If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand. (Ps 139:17-18)

1. Jesus has a goal in mind through His labor on the cross. He shall ‘See the labor of His soul, and be satisfied.’ You’re heart is the labor of His soul and He is fully pleased with what He ‘gets’ as an inheritance in you. Just as we have an inheritance in Him, He has an inheritance in us. We are His inheritance.

10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied…12 …because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. (Is. 53:10-12)

F. What does Jesus see in you, and what does He long to bring forth from your heart, that He considered the cross worth the exchange? What is it about Him that the cross was His voluntary choice? You deserved the full cup of God’s wrath. Jesus drank that cup of the Father’s wrath for you.
9 If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. (Rev. 14:9-10)

III. the man behind the what
A. To understand what took place on the cross, we must understand the Person who went there, and why.

B. Parts of our Church culture have presented a very “reserved” Jesus – One who is stoic and emotionally distant. Still others view Him as extravagantly kind. They focus heavily on the gentleness and tenderness of Jesus, on His mercy and forgiveness.

C. Jesus is filled with passion, desire, longing and love. From eternity past, He is the Bridegroom who burns with affection for His bride. John the Baptist, speaking of Jesus, spoke of Him as the Bridegroom who has come for a bride.
29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. (Jn. 3:29)
D. Jesus revealed His summation of human history in His last public message. All of history is about a lovesick God who’s moving everything towards a wedding.
1 And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain King who arranged a marriage for His Son. (Mt. 22:1-2)

IV. we were made to love god
A. As the redeemed, we are the Bride of Christ. This term displays of affection the God has for His people. Our relationship with God goes far beyond a contracted agreement and faithful obedience. It is to be typified by passionate, fervent love and longing, the way a bridegroom and bride long for and love one another. The Bible begins and ends with a wedding. Love is what we were made for, and we don’t work right any other way.
B. We were made to live passionately (wholeheartedly). If we are not living passionately, we become vulnerable to the worst persecutors of the soul: spiritual boredom and harsh legalism. We become vulnerable to all manner of sin and unrighteousness when passion and fervent love are not at the center of our relationship with God.

V. the cross expressed jesus’ desire for a bride
A. The cross was much more than a legal transaction. It was much more than a substitution that we benefit from. The cross was a glorious event. It’s evidence of the extravagant heart of a lovely Groom who was willing to fight for the Bride promised Him by His Father. God, the Father, promised His Son an equally yoked companion, a Bride suitably fashioned for Him. One who would share in His affections. She would love the Son like the Father loves the Son, and she would love the Father like the Son loves the Father. The cross reveals the passion of Jesus to fully possess His bride – the reward of His suffering.

B. The statement of the cross is ‘You’re the one I want!’ This is what Jesus is like – He’s the husband who fights for the affections of His bride, who fights for her honor, nobility and love – even unto death.
C. To fully understand the cross, we must understand the end for which it was accomplished. The consummation of the cross is the marriage supper of the Lamb.
7 Let us be glad and rejoice…for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready… 9 ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ (Rev. 19:7-9)
D. At the end of the day, the saints will not primarily be identified as the acquitted, but rather, the redeemed will be presented as the wife of the Lamb. In the end, we will be established in an identity that we cannot even imagine!

E. This wedding in the heart and mind of God is the plans from which They have operated from the very beginning. He formed atonement around the realities of a wedding. God is moving all things towards a wedding for His Son – it’s the glorious consummation of history.
F. A bride was paid for to her father by the groom. This amount of the payment was based on the beauty and social standing of the bride. You can’t get any higher price than God giving all of Himself for love. This is your worth to God. If you struggle with feeling your worth to Jesus, stare at the cross – it screams ‘I desire you! You are the one I want!’ We are the object of His affections, and He gave everything to secure our love.
VI. the cross was The plan from the beginning
A. Many assume that the cross was the secondary plan after the fall in Genesis 2. That somehow God was caught off guard by the fall. That He had higher expectations for humanity, and now that they fell, He was out of options.

B. The cross was by design by God. God isn’t tied to some ‘book of rules’ that He must abide by or He ceases being a God. There is no standard outside of God by which He must conform to. Everything He does reveals aspects of His personality. What God does is Who He is, and Who He is is what He does. God designed the cross personally and intentionally.
C. The cross shows us two dramatic realities: 1) Sin is costly. 2) God desired to display the depths of His tenacious love. The cross displays how far God will go for love. He not only made provision for atonement, He made it in a way that displays both the greatness and the tenacity of His love. God created atonement in such a way that it causes us to love Him and causes our hearts to respond. It’s more than a sterile atonement where we follow some form of guidelines. In His creative leadership, God created atonement in such a way that produces love in the human heart.

D. Jesus is the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. The love revealed at the cross is the reality that has forever been in His heart. The cross screams: ‘Behold your God – this is what love is like!’
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