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The Prophetic Significance of Israel in God’s Plans
I. introduction

A. Many seek to be “prophetic” (supernatural encounters, revelations, words, visions, etc) and this is a good thing. However, if we are asking God to release to us angelic encounters, visions, dreams, etc, we must be found giving ourselves to the encounters that God has already affirmed throughout Scripture as being 100% from Him. If we despise these encounters, what makes us think we will heed the angel God sends to us?
27 Then he (the rich man) said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ (Lk. 16:27-31)
B. The emphasis on “subjective encounters” has left many prophetic ministries suffering from profound Biblical illiteracy. This brings all sorts of profound problems of doctrine and wrong interpretation of encounters, and as a result can shut our eyes to what God truly is doing in our generation. We must radically surrender all of our experiences (including ‘impressions’) to the written Word and use His Word as our firm foundation and as our launching ground into prophetic experiences. Our prophecies must come from and go back to the Word (Dan 2:3-4, 23; Rev. 1:3; 2 Pt. 1:19-21).

2I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of years specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 3 Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes… (Dan. 9:2-3)
II. the significance of the nation of israel

A. In my understanding of End-Time prophecy, one of the most significant prophetic themes has to do with the nation of Israel. All of the End-Time drama surrounds this small nation. This is apparently evident with just a general overview of the Bible.

2 For I will gather all nations to battle against Jerusalem… (Zech. 14:2)

B. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purposes is to bring heaven and earth into one realm together in Christ. Israel plays a central role in the outworking of this plan. Scripture declares emphatically that God is not yet done with the nation of Israel.

9 Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10)
C. Israel is the centerpiece in God’s prophetic time table. Israel has always played a main role in the plan of God to bring the knowledge of God to the nations of the earth (Duet. 28). However, for the last 2,000 (since the crucifixion of Jesus) there has been a blindness of the nation of Israel.

D. There is coming a day when the blindness will be lifted from Israel and the whole nation will be saved comprehensively.

25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved… (Rom. 11:25-26)

E. Paul warned the Romans of arrogance in thinking that their ministry was the main thing God was doing in the earth. Their arrogance wasn’t in the fact that they didn’t know something in God’s plan, but rather in their thinking that their small part was the big picture. God calls it arrogance. We must guard ourselves against arrogance today. We must be in agreement with God’s choices, selections and ways.
25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion (arrogant), that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 27 for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.” 28 Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, 31 even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. (Rom. 11:25-32)
F. God has chosen Israel and our promises are linked to theirs. We have been “grafted into their promises.”
17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you…were grafted in among them (not replaced them), and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.” 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23 And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. (Rom. 11:17-23)

G. Paul taught that we needed a renewed mind in context to God’s plans and purposes, specifically, in context to how we understand how He is leading Israel and the Gentiles.

1 I beseech you therefore (in light of Romans 9-11), brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (Rom. 12:1-2)
III. Israel’s prophetic timetable

A. One of the most significant prophetic signs for the Church is the re-emergence of Israel as a political state. The return of Israel as a nation in 1948 after her total desolation at the hands of Rome in 135AD is unprecedented in history. It is one of the most significant and important events in our generation. This shocking event on May 15, 1948, was followed by the Six-Day War and the recapturing of Jerusalem in June of 1967. This marked the beginning of a chain of events that set the stage for the fulfillment of hundreds of prophetic scriptures for the first time in 1,800 years. These scriptures spoke of the current political, religious, and social context of Israel.
B. Prophetic scriptures speak of a future time of worldwide hostility towards Israel and Jerusalem, specifically: a coming day in which the nations would gather to again attempt to fully destroy that city (Zech. 12:2-3). Therefore, it is important to watch the trend of anti-Semitism that is sweeping the globe and increasing in intensity and frequency – particularly in Europe.

C. Jesus warned of a difficult time s for Jerusalem in the future regarding an unprecedented time of trouble and hardship for the people that would take place so suddenly that residents would barely have time to escape (Mt. 24:15-20).

D. More noteworthy than the re-emergence, politically, of Israel and Jerusalem on the world scene is the presence of a remnant of Jewish believers in that nation (Rom. 9:27, 11:5). Messianic congregations are experiencing more growth through conversions that any time in church history since the 1st century. We live in a time of unprecedented salvation regarding the Jewish remnant of believers – which Paul said was proof that God was not finished with them as a people (Rom. 11:5). The move of the Holy Spirit to lead many within Israel to faith in Jesus Christ is something that the earth has not seen since the first century!

E. Equally amazing is the prophetic promise of the Lord to establish night and day prayer in Jerusalem until it experiences the full revival and transformation (Isa. 62:6-7). The prayer movement today is literally the beginning of the complete fulfillment of Isaiah’s words.

F. The current move of the Spirit in Israel is the beginning of the beginning of the last phases of God’s plan to fully save and deliver Israel from great trouble in the days to come. The first phase of the prophecy of Jesus in Mt. 23 came to pass in the generation of His first coming: desolation. We live in the days of the second phase of the prophecy: restoration (Acts 3:21).

G. Jesus knit the culmination of these events to His return to the planet. While we do not know the exact time frame in which the peoples and leaders will cry out for their Messiah, there has never been a more significant and exciting time in history for the fulfillment of prophecy and the culmination of our “blessed hope”, the glorious appearing of our great God and savior Jesus Christ.

IV. the prayer movement: wh y pray for israel

6 I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they shall never hold their peace day or night. 7 You who make mention of the Lord, do not keep silent, and give Him no rest till He establishes and till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. (Isa. 62:6-7)

A. God is raising up a prayer movement across the whole earth. One of its main purposes and focuses is Israel.

B. In Isaiah 62 God commands those “who make mention of the Lord” to pray for Israel and “not keep silent” until God establishes Jerusalem in righteousness and glory in all the earth.

1. It’s in God’s heart to establish the city of Jerusalem and the nation of Israel as a lamp that burns (Isa. 62:1). A lamp gives direction and clarity. From Jerusalem God’s rule and order will extend to the ends of the earth (Jer. 3:17) and all nations will stream to Jerusalem to hear the word of the Lord (Isa. 2:2-4)

2. We don’t keep silent by praying for Israel, proclaiming God’s purposes for Israel and doing works of justice for the Jewish people in time of need.

3. Whenever God gives clear commands in scripture it is a revelation to us that this is close to His heart. Since we love Jesus we want to love and labor for what is on His heart.

C. The return of Jesus is dependent upon the leaders of Israel.

37O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings but you were not willing! 38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see me no more till you say “Blessed is He (Jesus) who comes in the name of the Lord.” (Mt. 23:37-39)

1. Jesus backs Himself into a corner by stating that He will not return to rule from Jerusalem until they invite Him to do so with the voluntary confession that He is fully God.

2. This will mean that they are in agreement with His claims of who He is as the one and only Son of God; their Messiah. And, that they were wrong in denying Him at His first coming. Real people (leaders in Israel) will have to do this.
3. All the prophetic scriptures declare that Jesus is returning to disciple and redeem the whole earth from Jerusalem. This truth is what makes Matthew 23:39 so pivotal.

4. If Jesus will not return until the leaders of Israel invite Him then this means our ultimate redemption (resurrection/glorification) will not happen until He is invited back to Jerusalem by the leadership of Israel. Our promises are dynamically linked to theirs. It is in this beautiful plan that we end up loving Israel and the love us – we need each other for the fullness of God, the Son of God to return for us.

5. Jerusalem is the city that Jesus has chosen to set up His government to rule the nations.

17 At that time Jerusalem shall be called the Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. (Jer. 3:17)

D. Satan’s “Loophole” – How he intends to avoid his 1,000 year prison sentence during the Millennial Kingdom

2He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, so that he should deceive the nations not more till the thousand years were finished. (Rev. 20:2-3)

1. When Jesus returns Satan will go to prison for 1,000 years and then ultimately be sentenced to the lake of fire (Rev. 20:1-3, 10).

2. Since Jesus cannot be a liar and rightfully throw Satan in prison, Satan has sought for the prophecy of Matthew 23:29 to become impossible to come to pass. This is blatantly obvious with a general overview of historical persecution against the Jewish people. Satan knows Jesus cannot come back until this prophecy comes to pass. This is his one “loophole” to avoid this 1,000 year prison sentence.

a) If Satan can destroy Israel then there is no invitation back to Jerusalem. We have seen this throughout history with hatred of the Jews (Nazi, Germany and Adolf Hitler who sought for the entire annihilation of the Jews – only a foreshadow of the devastation and persecution of the Jewish people under the Antichrist’s leadership).

b) If Satan can deceive Israel into vowing their allegiance to the Antichrist then there can be no voluntary invitation for the rule of Jesus. The Antichrist will first seek to win the hearts of Israel by establishing a treaty of peace with them (Daniel 9). The prophetic church in Israel will be against this treaty and contend it. Satan seeks to ensure that Jews are so offended at Jesus that they will not receive Him as their King.

3. God is raising up a prayer movement to contend for the salvation of Israel – driving back the darkness surrounding the city. It will take a global prayer movement.

E. How do we respond God today?

1. We pray for Israel continually and grow in our understanding of God’s heart and purpose for Israel. We study God’s heart and plan for Israel in the Bible.

2. We commit to boldly proclaim God’s heart and purpose for Israel (preaching in our ministries, businesses, family, in song, sermons, blogs, etc.). This will rally and mobilize prayer for Israel.

3. We prepare to stand with Israel in the time of trouble that is coming. We prepare to do works of justice for them (mercy deeds providing food, shelter, safety, etc.)
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