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Session 7: End-Times Overview
I. eschatology: the study of jesus’ leadership

A. Eschatology: the study of the end-times (the last things)

B. The study of the end-times is the study of a Man more than a study of events. There are 89 chapters (the Gospels) highlighting the first coming of Jesus. Likewise, there are about 150 chapters highlighting Jesus’ second coming as their main theme.

C. The book of Revelation is the Revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1). It reveals His heart, power and leadership. Therefore the book of Revelation is not an optional subject for the Church.

D. Jesus spoke more about the generation of His second coming than He did about the generation which He was born in. Why? To prepare the bride to be victorious in love and power during the most dramatic time in human history. One of the most sobering questions is asked in Joel 2: Who will be able to stand (un-offended) on the day that God manifests His leadership across the whole earth (the Day of the Lord)?

E. This is the one generation that God has chosen to announce with prophetic signs that increase in intensity as we get closer to the return of Jesus. Signs include:

1. Supernatural signs in heaven and on earth

2. Trends in society

3. Political, military, religious, scientific, technological and economic developments

F. God calls it wisdom to understand (Rev. 13:18; 17:9) these things because it means life and death for us. Scripture requires those who are living in that generation to know and prepare accordingly (Mt. 24:32-34; Lk. 21:25-29; 1 Thes. 5:1-6; 2 Thes. 2:1-11).
G. God promised to give these signs as an expression of His mercy that the generation could know and make necessary preparations. They serve the Church like a weather station that signals trouble before it comes.

H. Israel did not recognize the time of her visitation and came under judgment for being unresponsive.

43 For days will come upon you (Israel) when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children…to the ground…because you did not know the time of your visitation. (Lk. 19:43-44)

I. The prepared prophetic church alone will have the answers and keep many from being offended at God. Principle in God’s judgment: God will use the least severe means to reach the greatest amounts of people at the deepest levels of love without violating anyone’s free will in training the future leaders of the earth.
J. Why should we study eschatology?
1) It makes us live differently – we begin to desire to see Jesus’ return and live to ‘hasten the day of His coming’
2) Jesus studied eschatology (Lk. 4:16-20; Mt. 24) – this was a regular part of Jesus’ teaching; unless we are more in touch with reality than Jesus, we should be making eschatology a regular part of our Christian lives

3) God put it in the Bible – the Holy Spirit saw fit to devote enormous sections of Scripture to the end-times – why would He put it there only for us to overlook?

4) It is too serious to ignore, we may see these events – the simple fact that it is Biblically possible for our generation to be here during the unfolding of these events should create urgency for holiness and to pour out our lives to prepare for that day.
5) It gives us Biblical vision to contend for – end-time prophecy in its simplest form is vision for what God wants to establish on the earth in fullness by which we can contend for what is on His heart in fullness instead of our smaller visions.
6) Certainty of Victory – stand steady under pressure
7) Confidence in Sovereignty – we live in peace and not panic

8) Continuity – what we do now matters – our labors are not in vain
9) Fascination – Revelation of the beauty of Jesus (Isa. 4:2; 28:5; 33:7)

10) Direction
11) Urgency – What’s coming impacts how we live and what we do now. Intercession can minimize or avoid judgment on geographical areas (pockets of mercy) (Jl. 2:13-14; Zeph. 2:3)

12) Braced for what is coming – gives us the right expectations for the future; we can endure more and make the right choices now because of correct vision (right expectation) of the future.

13) Faith for breakthrough – God desires to establish pockets of mercy (revival centers; cities of refuge)

14) Courage – God cares for us, God is in control, courage to proclaim to others

15) Confidence to study – as revelation is released to us we have more zeal to go deep in end-time Scriptures

16) Warned – discernment to avoid seductions, what not to do (mark of the beast; harlot economic system, etc).
K. Common mis-conceptions about the end-times
1) Eschatology is impossible to understand – the end-times is not to difficult to understand; we take Scripture at face-value unless otherwise told to interpret it symbolically. The Bible was written for the common person, who, throughout history was a very poor person with no study helps – the key to understanding is not in a keen mind, rather revelation from the Holy Spirit that comes through prayer, fasting, and diligence in the Word.
2) Eschatology is irrelevant – Eschatology is the study of the beauty of Jesus – it accelerates our hearts into love with Him as we discover His beauty. All of the New Testament writers had the return of Jesus as a very significant part of their teachings. What did they understand 2,000 years ago, that we do not? If they were close, how much more is it a necessary topic now?

3) End-Time Scriptures are mostly symbolic – All should be taken literally unless otherwise told to interpret symbolically (Rev. 1:20; 5:6; 11:8; 12:1, 3, 9; 17:7, 9)

4) Every generation believed they were the final generation – the only other generation that universally anticipated the soon return of Jesus was the Apostle’s generation – this is happening again in our generation for only the second time in history
5) We will not be here when these events unfold – The truth is that we will be here when these events unfold. Scripture clearly shows that the rapture of the saints occurs after the Great Tribulation, not before. I encourage you to refuse any ‘preconceived ideas’ regarding events in the End-Times. Do not quickly accept my views. Truth is not hurt by careful scrutiny, rather it is confirmed. Refuse anything that you cannot see clearly for yourself in Scripture.
L. The most controversial point of our teaching is our belief that we will not be raptured at any moment (thus missing the great outpouring and crisis), but rather we will go through the Great Tribulation, in great power and victory. The end-times is far to weighty of a reality to reduce it to debates and arguments. I do not have the time or energy to let debates occupy a large amount of my time and I encourage all of us to devote our time and energy to understanding Jesus’ leadership and laboring in prayer and intercession for the Church rather than spend it attempting to debate others. I honor and respect the godliness and wisdom of many that hold to the popular pre-tribulation rapture belief, but view it as a serious error that will leave many within the Church unprepared and possibly offended at Jesus when He expresses His leadership in the end-times.
M. I would also like to encourage us to begin end-times study groups and have regular times of discussion to help and encourage one another along. These can be smaller or larger groups within our IHOP community or with others outside of it.
II. centerpiece of god’s eternal purposes: bringing heaven and earth together

9 Having made known to us the mystery (hidden plan in God’s heart) of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather into one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth – in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10)
A. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purposes is for Jesus to come back and set up His Kingdom on earth as God brings Heaven and Earth into one realm. God’s plans have always been for His people to dwell with Him face to face in this way.

3 Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. He Himself will be with them and be their God. (Rev. 21:3)
B. The dilemma is that God cannot violate His blazing holiness (all consuming fire) and yet will not violate man’s free will. He had to provide a salvation that created the context for Him to dwell face to face with humans.

C. In the Millennial Kingdom, Jesus’ primary mandate is to prepare the earth for the Father’s coming by bringing all the people and nations to mature righteousness.

22…in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then (1,000 year gap) comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death… 28 Now when all things are made subject to Him (Jesus), then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. (1 Cor. 15:22-28)
D. This is the interpretive key to understanding the end-times. Without this foundational reality confusion is inevitable.

E. God purposefully created the universe in two distinct realms: Heaven and Earth

1. Heaven speaks of the supernatural realm where God’s presence and power are openly manifest.

2. Earth speaks of the physical realm where human process, emotion, and physical sensation reach their fullest expression.
3. Yes, for the last 2,000 years heaven has been the temporary holding place for dis-embodied spirits to go (since Jesus’ resurrection), but this is not the fullness of God’s plan.

F. The saints do not need a physical body to relate to the spiritual atmosphere of heaven. They will, however, receive a resurrected body when they come back with Jesus in order to relate to the environment of the earth.

G. As Gentile Believers, we think of worshipping Jesus in the supernatural conditions of heaven emphasizing His deity as the Son of God.

H. The Jewish paradigm focuses on reigning with the Messianic King in the natural conditions of the earth emphasizing His humanity as the Son of David.

I. Neither paradigm is wrong, but the full truth is only seen as we bring these two realities together.

J. Heaven will literally be on earth when heaven comes down out of heaven to earth. The resurrected saints will live in the New Jerusalem. Thus, our rewards are in heaven since we will live in the New Jerusalem forever.

K. We must get the correct paradigm (perspective) about the end-times. The challenge in understanding Jesus’ second coming and the Millennial Kingdom is in getting the right paradigm. It is necessary to understand: Jesus will rule the whole earth with the natural processes not suspended, yet significantly enhanced by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit. We see aspects of this in Jesus’ resurrected body when He appeared and taught His disciples for forty days in His resurrected body (Jn. 20-21; Acts 1).

III. the day of the lord: 2 extremes in the final generation
11 The day of the LORD is great and very terrible; who can endure it? (Jl. 2:11)

5 Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. (Mal. 4:5)
17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand? (Rev. 6:17)
A. The Day of the Lord refers to the unusual end-time events related to the Second Coming of Jesus. Those events, both positive and negative, will come to fullness in the final 3 ½ years before Jesus’ return (Zeph. 1:14-18; 1 Thes. 5:1-3; 2 Pet. 3:8-12). Those events will be very good for those who love Jesus and are responsive to Him. Those events will be very negative (terrible) for those who refuse Him.

1. It will be a great day for the responsive and the greatest revival in history as the Church comes into full victory full of God’s glory and power. It will include the miracles in the book of Acts and the book of Exodus combined and multiplied on a global scale. It will be the greatest outpouring of the Spirit (Joel 2:28-32).

28 And it shall come to pass afterward that I shall pour out My Spirit on all flesh…30 And I will show wonders… 32 And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the remnant whom the LORD calls. (Joel 2:28-32, emphasis added)
2. It will be a very terrible day for the rebellious as they will experience the most severe judgments of God as well as the fullness of Satan’s rage against them. The negative dimension of the Day of the Lord is called the Great Tribulation (Mt. 24:21; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1)

21 For then there will be Great Tribulation such as has not been since the beginning of the world… (Mt. 24:21)

1 There shall be a time of trouble (Great Tribulation), such as never was since there was a nation. (Dan. 12:1)
B. During a period of Israel’s prosperity, they viewed the Day of the Lord as an event that would have negative impact (judgment) on all the surrounding nations (enemies) while only having positive benefits on them. While they correctly understood God’s desire to establish them as the head and not the tail (Duet. 28), they misunderstood God’s methodology to bring them into the fullness of their destiny.

18Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! For what good is it to you? It will be darkness, and not light. (Amos 5:18)
1. Israel’s problem was that most of them were just as wicked, if not more wicked than all of the surrounding nations. If God comes, all those in opposition to Him fall under judgment.

2. The Father’s chosen method to glorify Jesus and give Him the fullness of His inheritance was to cultivate meekness, humility, and love unto death on a cross before raising Him from the dead and ultimately to receive His inheritance (Psalm 2).

3. God continually sent prophets to Israel to correct their faulty theology. They brought correct perspective of what their future held, God will establish them in the promises, but only through the pressure-cooker of testing and trials.

C. In God’s perfect leadership, His chosen method to prepare the earth for the Second Coming of Jesus is also His chosen method to prepare the Church. He desires that she would be a fiery, zealous, wholehearted, tender, meek, equally yoked bride. One who is able to receive an unshakable kingdom (Heb. 12:27-29; 1 Pet. 4:17-18; Mal. 3:1-4; Dan. 11:35; Hag. 2:6-7). The great and terrible events of the Day of the Lord will be the perfect context to birth a radically different expression of Christianity on the earth. This will lead to the birthing of a radically different kingdom on earth – the Kingdom of God in fullness.

27 Now this, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of those things which are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire. (Heb. 12:27-29)

17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 Now, ‘If the righteous is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?’ (1 Pet. 4:17-18)
D. Two concepts necessary for understanding God’s leadership at the end of the age:
1. God is radically committed to process – of which includes our responses stimulated by His grace which produces growth in us over time. The first 30 years of Jesus life were just as important as the last 3 ½. The same is true of John the Baptist. Many believers are waiting for the day when God suddenly changes everything and we are fully mature.
2. A crucial part of His process in our lives involves the fellowship of His sufferings, (Phil. 3:10) by which we become like Him. Through this process we begin to not love the things of this world (1 John 2:15), but live for a coming reward and a coming kingdom (Heb. 11:13-16).

10 That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. (Phil. 3:10)
3. Understanding these two concepts gives great dignity to our choices and responses in light of their relationship to the age to come. Our history in God now will have relevance then.
IV. Overview of the end-time events

A. Matthew 24:4-8: Beginning of birth pains. These are the warning signs to the church of what is about to come just around the corner. The message: begin to prepare your hearts and build unshakable lives.

1. Key events surrounding the beginning of sorrows:

a) Rebirthing of the nation of Israel (1948) and their capture of Jerusalem (1960); hundreds of end-time prophecies make sense again – Mt. 23:39

b) Increase in wars, famines, earthquakes, pestilences, ethnic conflict, etc – v. 6-7

c) Increase in deception (especially related to the coming of Jesus) – v. 4-5
B. Matthew 24:9-14: The Tribulation. This is the first 3 ½ years of the final 7. The church and the remnant of Israel will be persecuted during this period, but the earth will dwell in false peace and safety as they will seek to exterminate anyone who is a ‘perceived threat’ to this world unity. This “70th Week” will be initiated by the Antichrist orchestrating a 7-year peace treaty between Israel and many Middle Eastern Nations (Dan. 9:27).
1. Key events surrounding the first 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 70th Week:

a) Israel makes a 7-year peace treaty with the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27; Isa. 26:18)

b) Unprecedented period of world-wide peace (but a false peace) (1 Thes. 5:2-3; Zech. 1:1-15)

c) World-wide persecution of the church (Mt. 24:9-14)

d) The emergence of a global, unified religion (Babylon the harlot, Rev 17)

e) Wide-spread Apostasy (falling away) in the Church (2 Thes. 2:3)
C. Matthew 24:15-28: The Great Tribulation. This is the second 3 ½ years of the final 7. The whole earth will be under tribulation as the rage of Satan is expressed in fullness and the most severe judgments of God are poured out.
1. Key events related to the beginning of the Great Tribulation:

a) The Antichrist breaks his peace covenant with Israel

b) The Armageddon Campaign begins

c) The “appearing” of the Antichrist when he sits as God in the temple claiming himself to be God (2 Thes. 2:3; abomination of desolation)
2. The “appearing” of the Antichrist (2 Thes. 2:3) happens in conjunction with Jesus opening the first seal (Rev. 6:1). The first seal is Jesus releasing the Antichrist to conquer the earth. Jesus is allowing and orchestrating this.

3. The tribulation is the first 3 ½ year period of the final 7 years. During these 3 ½ years, the church and the remnant of Israel will be persecuted, but the rest of the world shall ‘rest quietly’ (Mt. 24:9-10; 1 Thes. 5:2-3; Zech. 1:11, 14-15). The Great Tribulation is the second 3 ½ year period of the final 7 years. During this 3 ½ years, the whole earth shall be under persecution (or judgment) as the Antichrist’s kingdom persecutes the church and Israel and Jesus pours out judgment on the Antichrist’s kingdom (Rev. 6, 8-9, 15-16; Rev. 12)

4. During this final 3 ½ years is when the Seal Judgments and the Bowl Judgments take place. Each judgment series is has 7 numbered judgments. They are in chronological order.

1st Seal (White Horse) the Antichrist’s political and military aggression (Rev. 6:1-2)

2nd Seal (Red Horse) World War (Rev. 6:3-4)

3rd Seal (Black Horse) Famine (Rev. 6:5-6)

4th Seal (Pale Horse) Death (1/4 of the earth killed) (Rev. 6:7-8)

5th Seal (Prayer Movement) spiritual atmosphere – releasing God’s judgment (Rev. 6:9-11)

6th Seal (Cosmic Crisis) natural atmosphere (Rev. 6:12-17)

7th Seal (Anointed Prayer) an angel is given Divine incense to enhance the End-Time prayer movement. This contributes to the releasing of the 7 trumpet judgments (Rev. 8:1-6)

1st Trumpet (Food Supply) Burning 1/3 of the earth’s vegetation (Rev. 8:7)

2nd Trumpet (Food Supply) Destroying 1/3 of the earth’s seas (Rev. 8:8-9)

3rd Trumpet (Water Supply) Poisoning 1/3 of the earth’s waters (Rev. 8:10-11)

4th Trumpet (Light/Energy) Darkening 1/3 of the earth’s light (Rev. 8:12-13)

5th Trumpet (Torment) Releasing demonic locust (Rev. 9:1-12)

6th Trumpet (Death) Releasing demons to kill 1/3 of the earth’s population (Rev. 9:13-21)

7th Trumpet (Rapture of the Church) – Jesus’ Second Coming procession begins. Jesus’ Kingdom will replace all other kingdoms (Rev. 11:15-19)

D. Matthew 24:29-31: The Second Coming of Jesus. This is when He raptures the church, comes to earth, ends the Armageddon Campaign, and sets up His Millennial Kingdom.
1. The Second Coming Procession – the 7th Trumpet begins Jesus second coming procession. It starts with the rapture of the Church as Jesus does a global procession across the sky to rapture His saints (Rev. 1:7; 11:15-17), then across the land (Isa. 63:1-6; Rev. 19:11-19), and entering Jerusalem after the 7th bowl to end the Armageddon Campaign.
2. This occurs over a 30 day period prophesied by Daniel (Dan. 12:11). It is during this time that Jesus marches across the land as the Warrior King, winning great military battles, taking over the kingdoms of the earth. The 7 bowls of wrath are poured out during this 30 day period.
3. The 7 bowls of wrath are not random judgments, but strategic strikes on the Antichrist’s kingdom to restrain His (and Satan’s) plans to kill all the Jews (who have not been raptured; the ones who will receive Jesus as King in Jerusalem).
1st Bowl – Loathsome sore on all Antichrist worshippers (Rev. 16:2)

2nd Bowl – All seas turn to blood killing everything in them (Rev. 16:3-4)

3rd Bowl – All fresh waters turned to blood (Rev. 16:4-7)

4th Bowl – Scorching heat from the sun (Rev. 16:8-9)

5th Bowl – Darkness on the Antichrist’s global empire (Rev. 16:10-11)

6th Bowl – Demons lure the nations to Armageddon (Rev. 16:12-16)

7th Bowl – Greatest earthquake and 100 pound hailstones (Rev. 16:17-21)

4. Jesus is returning in context to a military conflict. All nations will be gathering around Jerusalem to annihilate it. Three streams will come together at the same time which will provide the perfect context for Jesus to return to the earth.

a) The nations will fully reject Jesus (global blasphemy of the Holy Spirit; Rev. 14:18-19; 16:9, 11, 21) 

b) The Church will cry, ‘Come!’ to Jesus (Rev. 22:17)

c) The remnant of Israel will be crying, ‘Help!’ (Zech. 14:2)

5. The redeemed will cry out to Jesus in 3 ways:

a) “Jesus, come and judge the wicked, cleanse the earth of wickedness by cleansing the earth of the wicked.”
b) “Jesus, come for us, come back to us.”
c) “Jesus, come and save Your people Israel”
6. There will be three types of people when Jesus appears in the sky:

a) Redeemed – who are rapture during Jesus’ worldwide procession across the sky.

b) Reprobate – who took the mark of the beast will be judged and then killed (some executed). At this time there will be up to 1-3 billion people who took the mark still alive, these will not just disappear.

c) Resisters – unsaved survivors (Jewish and Gentile) of the Great Tribulation who refused to worship the Antichrist. These resisters will stand against evil governments without having regard to faith in God. Scripture refers to those who are ‘left’ or ‘who remain’. These will have opportunity to be saved after Jesus returns and then populate the millennial earth (Isa. 4:3; 10:20; 11:11; 49:6; 65:8; 66:19; Jer. 31:2; Amos 9:9-10; Joel 2:32; Zech. 12:14; 13:8; 14:16). It is the same God who preserved your life until you said ‘yes’ to Jesus because He knew in His foreknowledge that you would.
IHOP – Lake Superior
www.IHOPLS.com
IHOP – Lake Superior
www.IHOPLS.com

