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Matthew 24:4-31
I. two prophecies related to the coming of jesus

A. Jesus gave 2 prophecies that must take place before He returns to the earth concerning Israel and the Gentiles.

1. Matthew 23:39: the leadership of Israel must receive Jesus as their Messiah (literally as a man). The leadership of Israel will say ‘yes’ to Jesus before they will see Him again.
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I want to gather your children… but you were not willing! 38 See! Your house is being left to you desolate; 39 For I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ (Mt. 23:37-39)

11 I say then, have they (Israel) stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but LIFE FROM THE DEAD? (Rom. 11:11-12, 15)
2. Matthew 24:14: the gospel must be preached to all nations before the end come.

14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in ALL the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Mt. 24:14)
II. overview of matthew 24:4-31
A. Matthew 24:4-8: Beginning of birth pains. These are the warning signs to the church of what is about to come just around the corner. The message: begin to prepare your hearts and build unshakable lives.

B. Matthew 24:8-14: The Tribulation. This is the first 3 ½ years of the final 7. The church and the remnant of Israel will be persecuted during this period, but the earth will dwell in false peace and safety as they will seek to exterminate anyone who is a ‘perceived threat’ to this world unity.
C. Matthew 24:15-28: The Great Tribulation. This is the second 3 ½ years of the final 7. The whole earth will be under tribulation as the rage of Satan is expressed in fullness and the wrath of God is poured out in fullness (Rev. 12, 15-16)
D. Matthew 24:29-31: The Second Coming of Jesus. This is when He raptures the church, comes to earth, ends the Armageddon Campaign, and sets up His Millennial Kingdom.

III. Beginning of sorrows (birth pains): matthew 24:4-8

4 Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these things are the beginning of sorrows. (Mt. 24:4-8)

A. Key events surrounding the beginning of sorrows:

1. Rebirthing of the nation of Israel (1948) and their capture of Jerusalem (1960); hundreds of end time prophecies make sense again.

2. Increase in wars, famines, earthquakes, pestilences.
3. Increase in deception (especially related to the coming of Jesus)

B. Jesus opens His end of the age discourse with a warning. He is speaking of the deceptiveness that will arise in the earth. It will take a watchful spirit (heart connection with the Holy Spirit) to stay steady and not fall for a delusion in those days.

4…take heed that no one deceives you… (Mt. 24:4)

1. We are not automatically discerning and connected with the Holy Spirit. It takes time and deliberate effort.

C. Jesus gives signs that serve as a warning to the church: the coming of Jesus is near! These signs are like a weather station to the church that warns of a storm (trouble) before it comes. They are preemptive warnings, telling us to prepare our hearts for the days to come.

11 And they (saints) overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11)
D. It is the kindness and mercy of God to not just come, but rather to give signs so we can begin to build unshakable lives now, so when the day of great shaking comes (which is just around the corner) we are not shaken. These signs are the kindness and mercy of God to warn and begin to prepare His people for what is coming globally.

26 Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven. 27 Now this, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire. (Heb. 12:26-29)

17 For the time has come for judgment to begin with the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 Now, ‘If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?’ 18 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. (1 Pt. 4:17-18)

6 Blessed is he who is not offended because of Me (Jesus). (Mt. 11:6)

10 And then many will be offended and will betray one another, and will hate one another… 12 The love of many will grow cold. (Mt. 24:10, 12)
IV. Increased labor pains: world-wide false peace and safety, persecuted church: Matthew 24:9-14

9 Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Mt. 24:9-14)

A. Key events surrounding the first 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 70th Week:

1. Israel makes a 7-year peace treaty with the Antichrist (Dan. 9:27; Isa. 26:18)

2. Unprecedented period of world-wide peace (but a false peace) (1 Thes. 5:2-3; Zech. 1:1-15)
3. World-wide persecution of the church (Mt. 24:9-14)

4. The emergence of a global, unified religion (Babylon the harlot, Rev 17)
5. Wide-spread Apostasy (falling away) in the Church (2 Thes. 2:3)
B. There will be a 3 ½ year period in which the world will dwell in a ‘false peace.’ They will believe that they have actually achieved world peace. This will precede the greatest world war the world has ever seen (Rev. 6:4).
2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’ then sudden destruction comes upon them… (1 Thes. 5:2-3)

11 So they (horsemen) answered the Angel of the Lord, who stood among the myrtle trees, and said, ‘We have walked to and fro throughout the earth, and behold, all the earth is resting quietly… 14 …Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘I am zealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with great zeal. 15 I am exceedingly angry with the nations at ease; for I was a little angry, and they helped – but with evil intent.’ (Zech. 1:11, 14-15)
C. The beginning of this 3 ½ year period (which is the first half of the final 7 years before Jesus returns; Daniel’s 70th week) is initiated by a 7 year peace treaty that the Antichrist will make with the nation of Israel and the Middle East. This ‘peace treaty’ is referred to by Isaiah as Israel’s ‘covenant with death.’

27 Then he (Antichrist) shall confirm a covenant (peace treaty) with many for one week (7 years)… (Dan. 9:27)

18 Your (Israel) covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand… (Isa. 26:18)

1. Israel will actually accept the Antichrist as their Messiah when he gives them (false) peace and (false) safety from all their adversaries.

43 I (Jesus) have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another (Antichrist) comes in his own name, him you will receive. (Jn. 5:43)
V. The Great Tribulation: the final 3 ½ years: Matthew 24:15-28
15 Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (whoever reads let him understand), 16 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 19 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor shall ever be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See I have told you beforehand. 26 Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 27 For as lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. (Mt. 24:15-28)
A. Key events related to the beginning of the Great Tribulation:

1. The Antichrist breaks his peace covenant with Israel

2. The Armageddon Campaign Begins
3. The appearing of the Antichrist (abomination of desolation) when he sits as God in the temple claiming himself to be God (2 Thes. 2:3)
B. In the middle of the 7 years, the Antichrist will break his peace covenant with Israel and attempt to wipe the Jewish race of the earth. This is the rage of Satan breathing through him.

27 Then he (Antichrist) shall confirm a covenant with many for one week (7 years); but in the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate… (Dan. 9:27)
C. Simultaneously with the Antichrist breaking this covenant will be Jesus breaking open the first seal (Rev. 6:1) as He begins to judge the Antichrist’s empire and take over the kingdoms of the world. In fact, the first seal (which is a judgment from God poured out on the Antichrist’s empire) is God giving the Antichrist all of the military and political power. He allows the Antichrist to go forth conquering the nations of the earth.
D. The tribulation is the first 3 ½ year period of the final 7 years. During these 3 ½ years, the church and the remnant of Israel will be persecuted, but the rest of the world shall ‘rest quietly’ (Mt. 24:9-10; 1 Thes. 5:2-3; Zech. 1:11, 14-15)

E. The Great Tribulation is the second 3 ½ year period of the final 7 years. During this 3 ½ years, the whole earth shall be under persecution (or judgment) as the Antichrist’s kingdom persecutes the church and Israel and Jesus pours out judgment on the Antichrist’s kingdom (Rev. 6, 8-9, 15-16; Rev. 12)
17 And the dragon (Satan) was enraged with the woman (Israel), and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ (believers in Jesus). (Rev. 12:17)

17… We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was and who is to come, because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged… and should destroy those who destroy the earth… (Rev. 11:17-18)
VI. the second coming and The rapture of the saints: matthew 24:29-31
29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days… 30 the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Mt. 24:29-31)

A. Key events surrounding the Second Coming
1. The rapture of the believers as Jesus returns to earth.

2. The gathering of all the kings of the earth and their armies to annihilate Jerusalem and attempt to make war with Jesus as a man (Rev. 16:12-16; Zech. 14:12-15)
3. The salvation of Israel as the receive Jesus as their King and Messiah (Mt. 23:37-39)
4. Jesus captures Jerusalem and ends the Armageddon Campaign.
B. The Rapture:
1. This is one of the most debated issues related to the end times. Most all believers agree on the fact of the rapture, the issue is over its timing.
2. Scripture clearly teaches that the Saints will be raptured after the Great Tribulation, and not before it. We will go through the Great Tribulation and we will overcome, though there will undoubtedly be many martyrs.

29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days… 30 The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven… 31And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Mt. 24:29-31)
51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed – 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet (7th Trumpet; Rev. 11:15-19), and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.. (1 Cor. 15:51-52)

a. We will be ‘victorious in love’ (overcome) in that, though they kill us, we will not love our lives to death, but we will love Jesus more. We will remain faithful to Him amidst the greatest pressures the human heart has ever faced.

11 And they (saints) overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11)
3. The seventh trumpet in Revelation 11 begins Jesus’ Second Coming Procession, it is at this time that the saints shall be raptured.

14 Then the seventh angel sounded: and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!’ 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: ‘We give you thanks, O Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was and who is to come, because you have taken Your great  power and reigned. 18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, and should destroy those who destroy the earth.’ 19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thundering, and earthquake, and great hail. (Rev. 11:14-19)

C. The Second Coming Procession:
1. The Second Coming is a procession beginning in the sky and ending at His coronation as King in Jerusalem when He ends the Armageddon Campaign.
2. The Second Coming procession has 3 parts:
a. Across the Sky: when the saints are raptured to meet Jesus in the air on His way back to the earth. (Rev. 1:7; 1 Thes. 4:16-17)
b. On Land: as Jesus marches toward Jerusalem (Isa. 63:1-6; Rev. 19:11-19)
c. Into Jerusalem to end the Armageddon Campaign (Mt. 23:39; Rev. 19:19-21)
D. The kings of the earth gather to annihilate Jerusalem and make war with Jesus:
1. Zechariah tells us that Jerusalem will be a ‘heavy stone’ in the hands of the surrounding nations.

2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. 3 And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all the nations of the earth are gathered against it. (Zech. 12:2-3)
2. The Antichrist, False Prophet, and Satan will gather all the kings of the earth to make war against Jesus at Jerusalem. Their words will be demonically empowered with deceptive signs and wonders. All nations will gather for battle (Is. 63:1-6; Jl. 3:1-2, 9-16; Zech. 12:2-9; 14:2-15; Lk. 21:20; Rev. 14:17-20; 16:13-16; 19:19)
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon (Satan), out of the mouth of the beast (Antichrist), and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty… 16 And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. (Rev. 16:13-16)
3. Those who gather to fight against Jerusalem will have ‘believed the lie’ that the Antichrist is God and the Jesus is the Antichrist. They will believe that Jesus can be defeated just like we know that Jesus will defeat the Antichrist. These will have received the mark of the beast and be ‘unredeemable’ or unable to be saved.

3 …that Day will not come unless… the man of sin (Antichrist) is revealed… 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God… 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie… (2 Thes. 2:3-4, 11)
4. The Second Coming is what Jesus does at His coming, the rapture is what happens to the saints at the Second Coming
VII. Exhortation to be watchful: Matthew 24:32-35

32 Now learn this parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near – at the doors! 34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. (Mt. 24:32-35)
VIII. Prophecy of severe death tolls: Matthew 24:36-44

36 But of that day and hour (exact day and exact hour) no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them (the wicked) all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in one field: one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Mt. 24:36-44)

A. Those who were ‘taken’ in the flood were ‘taken in death.’ Jesus is prophesying here of the great tolls of death that will occur in the final days before His return.

39…the flood came and took them all away… (Mt. 24:39)

8 So I looked and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth (1/4) of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. (Rev. 6:8)

15 So the four angels (demonic), who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. (Rev. 9:15)

21 And the rest (of those who gathered against Jerusalem to make war) were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. (Rev. 19:21)

B. The disciples asked, ‘Where will they be taken?’ They will be taken in death as indicated by the gathering of vultures around the dead bodies.

37 And they answered and said to Him, ‘Where, Lord (will they be taken)?’ So He said to them, ‘Wherever the body is, there the eagles (vultures) will be gathered together. (Lk. 17:37)
IX. faithful and wise servants: Matthew 24:45-51

45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 47 Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, 51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Mt. 24:45-51)

A. Jesus describes His servants (leaders in the Body of Christ) as those who rule and feed His people.
B. Faithful and Wise Servants:
1. Jesus goes on in Matthew 25:1-13 to describe wise servants as those who pursue intimacy with Jesus over ministry opportunities and in Matthew 25:14-30 to describe faithful servants as those who stay steady in ministry even when it is difficult and seemingly insignificant (small).
C. ‘Blessed is that servant…his master…will make him ruler’ – promise of ruling with Jesus in the Millennium and eternity. The promise of eternal rewards is a significant part of keeping us steady amidst the pressures to come.

1. It is the same promise as Matthew 5:5 (Rev. 20:4-6)

5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. (Mt. 5:5)

2. Our place in the Millennial Kingdom in partnership with Jesus is related to how much we develop inwardly in this age. Those who can rule their own hearts and bodies will rule the earth in the Millennial Kingdom. Those who cannot, will not (including believers).

11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s word will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. (1 Cor. 3:11-15)
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