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The Millennial Kingdom: Jesus’ 1,000 Year Reign
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are from the New King James Version.

I. jesus’ 1,000 year reign as king over the whole earth

A. The Millennial Kingdom is a literal 1,000 year period in which Jesus will rule the whole earth from His throne in Jerusalem in peace and righteousness (Rev. 20:4-6)

B. During this time the Kingdom of God will be openly manifest affecting every sphere of life (political, social, agricultural, economic, spiritual, educational, law enforcement, family, media, arts, technology, environment, social institutions, etc). The result will be unprecedented blessing and prosperity across the whole earth as He restores the atmosphere, agriculture and animal life to conditions seen in the Garden of Eden. This period of blessing is initiated by Jesus’ Second Coming (Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 51:1-8; 60-62; 65:17-25; Ps. 2:6-12; 110:1-7; Duet. 8; 28; Mt. 5:5; 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; 28:19; Acts 1:6; 3:21; Rev. 19:11-21; 20:1-6).

2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established on the tops of mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. 3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many people… (Isa. 2:2-4, emphasis added)

10 Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Mt. 6:10)
C. Jesus, as King of kings, will personally govern a worldwide kingdom from Jerusalem in partnership with resurrected and non-resurrected saints who will rule with Him (Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6; 22:5)

26 He who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations – 27…as I also have received from My Father… (Rev. 2:26-27, emphasis added)

21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. (Rev. 3:21, emphasis added)
D. At this time God will bind Satan (Rev. 20:1-3) and Jesus will rule the earth with a rod of iron (Ps. 2:8-9; Rev. 2:26-27).

E. During this period all Israel will be saved for the first time in history. They will be brought to fullness (Rom. 11:12), resulting in life from the dead for the whole world (Rom. 11:15). All Jewish people who survive the Great Tribulation will be saved in the Millennium (Zech. 13:8-9)

12 If their (Israel’s) fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness… 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? (Rom. 11:12, 15, emphasis and notation added)
F. The Millennium is the first time that all the kings of the earth will worship Jesus and base their national government on His Word (Ps. 72:11; 102:15; 138:4; 148:11; Isa. 62:2; Rev. 21:24).

11 Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve Him. (Ps. 72:11, emphasis added)
G. Jesus’ core message when He was on earth was the coming Kingdom of God. The foundational message of the Kingdom of God: Jesus will rule as king over every sphere of society.
H. The Kingdom of God – Already here (in a limited expression), but will not yet be fully here until Jesus returns (Mt. 6:10).

I. The Millennial Kingdom is one of the major revelations of Scripture. The Old Testament saints looked to God to bring a whole new world order based on His word (Duet. 8; 28; Isa. 2; 4; 9; 11; 60-66; Jer. 30-33; Ezek. 36-37; Dan. 7:13-14; Zech. 14:4-21). The Millennial Kingdom is the time of the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophecies of God establishing the Messiah on the throne of David forever to bless all nations (2 Sam. 7:13-16; Isa. 9:6-7; Ps. 89:3-4, 34-37; Jer. 23:5-6; 30:8-9; 33:14-17, 20-21; Hos. 3:4-5; Amos 9:11). Daniel saw the heavenly coronation of Jesus as King over the whole earth (Dan. 7:13-14, 27).

13 …behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed. (Dan. 7:13-14, emphasis added)
J. Jesus will sit on a throne in Jerusalem as King and rule over the whole earth (Zech. 14:9, 16-17; Mt. 25:31-32; Rev. 19:16)

9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth… (Zech. 14:9, emphasis added)

16 And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came up against Jerusalem shall go up (to Jerusalem) from year to year to worship the King (Jesus)… (Zech. 14:16, emphasis and notation added)
II. centerpiece of god’s eternal plans: briniging heaven and earth together (Ephesians 1:9-10)

9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth – in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10, emphasis added)
A. The centerpiece of God’s eternal plans is for Jesus to come back and establish His kingdom over all the earth as He joins heaven and earth into one. God’s plans have always been for Him to dwell face to face with humans on earth. God is re-uniting Himself to creation which He was separated from in the fall. This is the interpretive key to the End-Times. Without this foundational reality confusion is inevitable (Rev. 21:3).

B. God created the universe in two distinct realms: Heaven and Earth

1. Heaven speaks of the supernatural realm where God’s presence and power are openly manifest.

2. Earth speaks of the physical realm where human process, emotion, and physical sensation reach their fullest expression.

C. Heaven is the temporary holding place for dis-embodied spirits for the last 2,000 years (since Jesus’ resurrection), but the fullness of God’s plan is not for us to die and go to heaven, rather, it is for heaven to come to earth and God to dwell face to face with humanity forever (Gen. 1-2; Rev. 21-22). The Bible begins and ends with God dwelling face to face with humans in a garden.

3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. (Rev. 21:3, emphasis added)

4 They (the saints) shall see His face… (Rev. 22:4, emphasis and notation added)
D. Adam’s job was to take dominion over the whole earth, making the Garden of Eden a global reality and prepare the earth for the merging of heaven and earth into one realm.

28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over…every living thing that moves on the earth… (Gen. 1:28; emphasis added)
1. Man could not accomplish this task apart from God. God became a man to bring this about as the perfect sacrifice (First Coming) and with perfect leadership (Second Coming). God becoming man (Jesus) was not plan B. It was the original plan in the heart of God from the beginning (the love that drove Jesus to the cross has eternally been in His heart) Jesus is the means by which we can know God (nature, emotional make-up, etc) and fully choose Him in voluntary love. God is committed to bring forth voluntary lovers.

28…Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. (Heb. 9:28, emphasis added)

8…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. (Rev. 13:8)
3Your people shall be volunteers in the day of Your power… (Ps. 110:3, emphasis added)
2. Jesus, fully God and fully man, will bring to completion the task that God originally gave to Adam to make the garden a global reality and prepare the earth for the merging of heaven and earth into one realm. The end of our journey, before the next stage of eternity begins, is for all creation to be re-united (reconciled) to God in fullness.

9…the mystery of His will…which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth – in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10, emphasis added)
E. The saints in heaven do not need a body to relate to the atmosphere of heaven (spiritual environment). They will need a resurrected (physical) body when they come back with Jesus in order to relate to the physical environment of the earth.

F. Jesus’ resurrected body was physical and material (Jn. 20-21; Acts 1). Only as the spirit and material realm come together can we fully express God’s personality and purposes (the fullness of God) (Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 1:19-20; 2:9-10)

19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell… (Col. 1:9, emphasis added)

9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him… (Col. 2:9-10, emphasis added)
III. heavenly jerusalem and earthly jerusalem coming together

A. Heaven will literally be on earth when heaven comes down to the earth. The resurrected saints will live in the New Jerusalem, thus, our rewards are in heaven since we will live in the New Jerusalem forever (commonly referred to as ‘heaven’).

B. The saints will live in the New Jerusalem, yet we will rule with governmental responsibilities on the earth (much like senators who live in their home state, but have a governmental office in Washington D.C.) (Phil. 3:20-21; Rev. 5:9-10)

20 For our citizenship is in heaven… (Phil. 3:20)

9… You (Jesus) are worthy… For You were slain, and have… 10 made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth. (Rev. 5:9-10)
C. The earth will continue forever (Ps. 37:29; 78:69; 104:5; 105:10-11; Isa. 60:21; Ezek. 37:25; Joel 3:20). Heaven and earth come together as the New Jerusalem descends to the Millennial Jerusalem (Jer. 3:17; Rev. 22:3). The New Jerusalem will descend to a place above the Millennial Jerusalem (the temple on Mt. Zion). This will create a vast ‘governmental complex’ joined by a corridor of Glory. It will be the governmental center of Heaven and Earth referred to by Jesus as His Throne of Glory (Mt. 19:28; 25:31).

2 In My Father’s house are many mansions (dwellings)… (Jn. 14:2, emphasis and notation added)

28 Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory… (Mt. 19:28, emphasis added)
D. Four reasons the New Jerusalem is not resting on earth, but close to it during the Millennium:
1. 1) The kings come in and out of the ‘it’ (Rev. 21:24); 2) The angels guard sinners from entry (Rev. 21:12; 22:14-15); 3) It lights up the saved nations on the earth, but not the unsaved ones (Rev. 21:24; 20:7-9); 4) The size of the Millennial Jerusalem is approximately 10 miles (Ezek. 48:30-35; 45:6; 48:15-19) whereas the New Jerusalem is approximately 1,300 miles (Rev. 21:16).
IV. getting the correct paradigm

A. The challenge in understanding the Second Coming and the Millennium is in getting the correct perspective. Jesus will rule the whole earth without natural processes suspended, yet significantly enhanced by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit. Aspects of this are seen in Jesus’ resurrected body (Jn. 20-21; Acts 1).
B. The Millennial Earth will consist of material dimensions (wood, steel, cement, animals, etc) and supernatural dimensions (New Jerusalem descending to earth; Rev. 21:2, 10; 3:12; Resurrected believers with resurrected bodies).
C. Gentile Believers usually picture worshipping Jesus as God in the supernatural conditions of heaven. We emphasize the Deity of Jesus as the Son of God.
D. Jewish men and women usually picture reigning with the Messianic King as a man on earth. They emphasize the humanity of the Messiah as the Son of David.
E. Neither paradigm is wrong, but the full truth is only seen as we bring these two paradigms together.
V. three types of people at jesus’ second coming

A. There will be three types of people alive on the earth at Jesus appearing in the sky:

1. Redeemed – who are raptured during Jesus’ worldwide procession across the sky.

2. Reprobate – who took the mark of the beast will be judged and then killed (some executed). At this time there will be up to 1-3 billion people who took the mark still alive, these will not just disappear.
3. Resisters – unsaved survivors (Jewish and Gentile) of the Great Tribulation who refused to worship the Antichrist. These resisters will stand against evil governments without having regard to faith in God. Scripture refers to those who are ‘left’ or ‘who remain’. These will have opportunity to be saved after Jesus returns and then populate the Millennial Earth (Isa. 4:3; 10:20; 11:11; 49:6; 65:8; 66:19; Jer. 31:2; Amos 9:9-10; Joel 2:32; Zech. 12:14; 13:8; 14:16). It is the same God who preserved your life until you said ‘yes’ to Jesus because He knew in His foreknowledge that you would.
VI. progressive increase of jesus’ government

7Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end. Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. (Isa. 9:7, emphasis added)
A. Jesus government will progressively spread to all nations (Is. 9:7; 16:5; Jer. 23:5). The healing of the millennial nations will not be instantaneous. It will be progressive. It may take decades before all cities and governments of the earth are completely rebuilt.

B. After the Great Tribulation many cities will be destroyed and desolate, in need of being rebuilt (Isa. 61:4)

4 And they shall rebuild the old ruins, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the ruined cities, the desolations of many years. (Isa. 61:4, emphasis added)
C. The tree of life will be administered to leaders of nations for the healing of their nations (Rev. 22:2) It will take 1,000 years to spread, mature, and test righteousness in every area of every nation.

D. All people will not be converted instantaneously and automatically. It will take time to convert people individually and the disciple all nations. People living on the Millennial Earth will voluntarily choose Jesus.

E. Jesus will set up training institutions and teach the nations His ways. The nations will be fully discipled over the 1,000 years (Isa. 2:3; Mt. 28:19)

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations… (Mt. 28:19, emphasis added)
F. There will be a progressive improvement in all areas of life. It will not be instantaneous. The natural processes of life will continue for 1,000 years. These natural processes will continue in establishing infrastructure in every sphere of life throughout the earth. Infrastructures include: Replacing the Antichrist’s governmental leaders with new people at every level of public life in every city; life support systems  (food, water, electricity); building projects (buildings, highways, bridges); economic systems; spiritual life (worship centers, biblical schools, etc); education; law enforcement; agriculture; media and arts; technology; environment
G. A process will be involved in war-tribunals (judging crimes committed against humanity by kings of the earth during the Antichrists reign of terror) to judge the kings of the earth. Many of them will be executed (Mt. 25:31-32; Isa. 2:4; 24:1-22; Ps. 110:5-6) Example: Nuremburg Trials in 1945-46 after WWII.

5The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath.  6 He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries… (Ps. 110:5-6)
VII. saints ruling in the age to come

A. This life on earth can be likened to a 70 year internship (Ps. 90:10). It is a short term assignment that prepares us for our life in the age to come. Our next stage of life in the Millennium is when our primary ministry calling begins. This primary ministry assignment will last for the full thousand years (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6).

10 The days of our lives are seventy years…it is soon cut off, and we fly away… 12 So teach us to number our days so that we may gain a heart of wisdom. (Ps. 90:10, 12, emphasis added)
B. In our 70 year internship, we have two vital choices to make. The first is if we want to be in God’s family as voluntary lovers. The second is if we want to function in His government for the first thousand years of the next age.

C. Eternal rewards and governmental assignments in the age to come are based on how much we develop in love, meekness and revelation (of His Word) (Mt. 5:5; 7:14; 19:30; 20:16, 26-27; 22:14). Our ministry in the age to come has nothing to do with how much we accomplish outwardly in this age, but rather how much we develop inwardly. Our choices in our 70 year internship will determine how and where we will function in our thousand year ministry assignment. Few believers will be in government (Mt. 19:30; 20:16, 26-27; Mt. 25:21, 23; Lk. 16:10-12; 19:17). Most will be in support roles.

30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first (in the Millennium). (Mt. 19:30)

16 The last will be first (in the Millennium), and the first last. For many are called, but few are chosen (worthy to rule with Jesus). (Mt. 20:16, emphasis added)

26 Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. (Mt. 20:26, emphasis added)
D. Premise: Our calling in the age to come is far more important than our circumstances now. Our calling is determined by our inward development now (2 Cor. 4:17-18).

17 Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,  18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. (2 Cor. 4:18, emphasis added)
E. God prioritizes the development of our heart in love, meekness and revelation over the growth of our blessed circumstances and ministry. Our circumstances and ministry have their ultimate blessing in the age to come. Our assignment in this 70 year internship is to be focused on the development of our inner man so that our blessed circumstances and ministry in the age to come have far greater impact.

F. Will we all be the same?
VIII. having a correct paradigm of authority and eternal rewards in the millennium

A. Our view of authority dynamically impacts our seeking of eternal rewards in ruling the nations with Jesus in the Millennium. If we see authority as a way that we may establish honor and more money, than we may not be interested in authority in the age to come. The secular view of authority is one that seeks to establish its own glory in ruling over others. This is rooted in and established on pride and originated with Satan.

25 …the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. (Mt. 20:25)
B. The Father gave Jesus the nations as His reward because of the Father’s respect, trust and affection for Jesus. The Father entrusted to Jesus what was precious to the Father (disciple all nations bringing them to the fullness of blessing). Jesus enjoys each step in the process of working with His Father.

C. Jesus’ view of authority in the Millennium is to walk in intimate partnership with the Father. The Bridal paradigm of authority and reward is based on our desire to be with Him where He is and to do what He is doing. We want to be involved in what He calls precious and important. This paradigm is established on love.
D. If we view authority in the age to come as a way of walking close in partnership with Jesus, then we will deeply value and desire it. We will have great joy in being rewarded with the privilege of close partnership with Jesus (Mt. 25:21).
IX. motivated to righteousness now by ruling in the age to come

A. Jesus gave one of the greatest promises to one of the most carnal Churches in the first century (Laodiceans). Jesus motivated the them to resist compromise and complacency by offering them positions in His Millennial government. This is the same way He sought to motivate Peter, John and the other apostles (Mt. 19:27-28; 20:26-27; Rev. 3:21).

21 To him who overcomes I will grant him to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. (Rev. 3:21, emphasis added))
B. We exchange faithfulness in a ‘few things’ in this age for ‘many things’ in the next.
C. Few believers will rule in the age to come. The sobering truth is that many are called (invited to rule), but few are chosen as faithful and thus worthy to rule with Jesus in the age to come (Mt. 22:14; 2 Thes. 1:10-11).

11… we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all (fullness in the age to come) the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power… (2 Thes. 1:11, emphasis added)
D. Those who choose to be last by their lifestyle choices of humility (meekness) will be first in the age to come (Mt. 7:13-14; 20:16). Not all saints will rule but only overcomers who walked in mature obedience (2 Jn. 8; Rev. 2:26; 3:21).

14…narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. (Mt. 7:14, emphasis added)
8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. (2 Jn. 8, emphasis added)
X. characteristics of the millennial kingdom

Worldwide Justice – Is. 9:7; 11:3-5; 10:22; 28:17; 32:16; 42:1-4)

Peace – Is. 2:4; 9:4-7; 11:6-9; 32:17-18; 33:5-6; 65:25)

Fullness of Joy – Is. 9:3-4; 12:3-6; 14:7-8; 25:8-9; 61:7-10

Reversal of the curse – Is. 11:6-9; 35:7-9; 65:25; Rom. 8:19-23

Satan bound – Rev. 20:1-7

Healing – Is. 29:17-19; 35:3-6; 61:1-2; Jer. 31:8; Mic. 4:6-7; Zeph. 3:19

Longevity of Life – Is. 65:20, 22

Population growth – Is. 65:20; Jer. 30:20; Ezek. 47:22; Zech. 10:8

Labor – Is. 62:8-9; 65:21-23; Jer. 31:5; Ezek. 48:18-19

Rebuilt cities – Is. 61:4-6; Ezek. 36:36-38

Economic Prosperity – Is. 4:1; 35:1-2; 30:23-25; 62:8-9; 60:1-14; 65:21-23

One World Government – Zech. 14:9; Ezek. 37:13-28; Rev. 19:16

Judges/Governors – Jer. 30:21; Is. 24:23; 32:1; Ezek. 45:8-9; Mt. 19:28; Lk. 22:30; Lk. 19:12-28

Sin Punished – Ps. 2:9; 72:9-11; Is. 11:4; 66:20, 24; Zech. 14:16-19

Israel exalted above all nations – Is. 2:1-4; 14:1-2; 49:22-23; 60:14-17

Egypt and Assyria will work closely with Israel in worldwide governmental prominence – Is. 19:24-25

XI. The coming of the father in fullness (end of the millennium)

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming (Second Coming of Jesus). 24 Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 27 For ‘He has put all things under His feet.’ But when He says ‘all things are put under Him,’ it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. 28 Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. (1 Cor. 15:22-28, emphasis added)

7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations…to gather them together to battle… 9 …fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them…10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire… 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall dwell with them… (Rev. 20:7 – 21:3)

A. Jesus (the forerunner) will prepare the earth for the Father to come live on earth in fullness. It will take 1,000 years under the perfect leadership of Jesus to prepare the earth for this encounter.

B. Jesus will reign for 1,000 years on the earth, establishing righteousness, peace and justice resulting in unprecedented blessing and prosperity across the whole earth with the kingdom of God openly manifest affecting every sphere of life.

C. During the millennium, Satan will be put in prison (Rev. 20:1-3). At the end of the millennium he will be released for a short time. He will gather a great army to make war against God. God will consume them with fire, sentence Satan to eternal judgment in the lake of fire.

D. Jesus will hand His kingdom (the whole earth) over to the Father. God will dwell on the earth face to face with humans forever in fullness. At this point, we begin our lives. We had 7,000 years of human history digging deep and laying a solid foundation together, and now we will build a sky-scraper.
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