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Praying on the Microphone Part 2
I. How to lead others in intercession:
1. When you pray on the microphone, you are helping lead a prayer meeting. When prayer leading or praying on the microphone, the goal is to serve the room.
2. The following are IHOP values that are important to remember when praying on the microphone:
a) Team Ministry – we go farther together

b) Inclusiveness – everyone can participate

c) Centrality of the Scripture – God’s languages unifies our heart with His and others
3. The following are some dynamics to keep in mind when you are praying on the microphone:

a) Volume – though it is necessary to hold the microphone very close to your mouth and speak clearly, there is no need to shout on the microphone. A moderate volume level is encouraged, with an occasional projecting or shouting volume. The room is not engaged by continual shouting, but rather by dramatic contrasts. Theologically, shouting does not mean we are more gripped with the Holy Spirit or that we are making a greater impact in the spiritual realm. Authority is not manifest by volume, but by Diving activity.

b) Clarity – This means that it is clear to the room what your prayer focus is. Your main points are clearly defined and prayed through and they follow each other in a logical way. Repeating key phrases and using concise statements creates clarity.

c) Topic – is your prayer focus one that the majority will be eager/excited to partner with you on? Praying for the church in the Twin Ports, or the government of our nations, etc., are examples of focal points that the majority can join with you in. Praying for a friend or relative that no one knows except you may cause disinterest and disengagement of others. Again, pray on the microphone to lead and serve the room in intercession. Praying on the microphone does not make our prayer more important to God; rather, it is a tool that helps us join together in prayer.

d) Enthusiasm – are you passionate about your prayer? Does it show? Others will be more inclined to join in with your prayer if they sense that your heart is engaged and burning. This does not mean shouting or exaggerating your emotions. This means being aware that you are being heard by others and that you are trying to bring them along with you in intercession. Monotone speech or casual delivery may cause others to disengage. Remember that you are speaking to God – connect with Him and your passion will be expressed.
e) Length of prayer – 5 minutes is pretty good length. If you go longer than 5-7 minutes, often the room will lose interest and disengage. Also, there may be others waiting to pray after you.
f) Timing -  You may want to add little 2-3 second phrases in between the singers’ singing – not during their singing – to reiterate your point to the room. Please do not shout over the choruses.
*There are more dynamics to be aware of when praying on the microphone, but these are the main ones. It will take time to learn to lead the room, but the more you go up there and pray, the more you will learn, the easier it will become and the more enjoyable it will be.

II. rapid fire prayer
A. What is rapid fire prayer? Rapid fire prayer is a series of short prayers, prayed on the microphone one after the other, interspersed by choruses from the prophetic singers.

B. Why do we do it? Rapid fire prayer provides an opportunity for more people to pray on the microphone per intercession set and can bring energy to a prayer meeting because of the energizing dynamic of short “bursts of prayer” from several different voices.

C. How does a Rapid Fire Prayer cycle work? The Prayer Leader will announce a rapid fire cycle. He or she will announce what the prayer focus is and will invite 10-15 people (anyone who wants to) to come up and pray a ten to fifteen second prayer on the microphone. The Rapid Fire Cycle Leader will start by praying a one to two minute prayer. After that prayer, the singers will sing a chorus. Then one by one, those in line will pray a ten to fifteen second prayer. In between every few intercessors’ prayers, the singers will sing a chorus. Then, the next person will pray and so on until everyone in line has prayed.

D. Rapid Fire Prayer is a great way to begin praying on the microphone if you are nervous or just want to “get a feel for it.”
III. small group prayer

A. What is small group prayer? Small group prayer is the gathering together of a small number of people to pray for a particular group, nation, event, etc.

B. Why do we do it? Small group prayer is an opportunity to connect our heart with others as we agree together in prayer. This connectivity strengthens us in community and love for one another and also gives us energy in continuing in prayer.

C. How does small group prayer work? The prayer leader will announce a small group prayer time. He or she will invite anyone so desiring to gather into small groups of 4-5, all over the room, to engage in prayer over any burden the group would like to intercede for together. Do not wait to be invited into a group; simply approach and join a group.
IV. The life line

A. What is the “Life Line?” The “Life Line” is made up of a strip(s) of red tape along the floor in the front right area of the Prayer Room. “Life Line” offers an opportunity to take a purposed stand in the Prayer Room on the issue of life. It is a means to appeal to heaven for the establishing of a culture of life – and specifically, the ending of abortion – in our nation and the world.

B. Why do we do it? We want to take a determined stance in our plea for life. The “Life Line” is a way to sustain our prayerful appeal for life. It can provide the awareness, focus and energy needed to intercede for this particular issue in an on-going way.

C. How does the “Life Line” work? Anyone at any time may take their stand on the “Life Line.” Simply come and stand on the red tape and pray for the establishing of Life. Meditate on the Word as you pray.
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